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Banu Muzalliq: an elite family in Damascus during the 9th century AH

The class of merchants occupied a very important place in Mamluk society. In
fact, the sultans believed that these merchants were the main source of revenue for
the state, especially during times of turbulence and hardship. That's why these
sultans favored the rise of merchants and moved closer to them. In addition, the
class of great merchants, who were considered among the elite, had a great
wealth, thanks to their lucrative trade, which increased their influence and prestige

in society, so that they were often on the same rank with the Mamluk princes.

In this context, this study attempts to shed light on one of the most important
commercial families that appeared in Damascus in the 9th century AH, known as
the "Banu Muzalliq family", by introducing the founder and members of this family.
Then, we talk about the important commercial role played by the members of this
family, as principal traders of the Mamluk sultans. We reveal, at the same time, the
nature of the relations linking Banu Muzalliq with the westemn merchants present in
Damascus during this period. The last part of this study focuses on the fruits that
Banu Muzalliq had succeeded in collecting, thanks to the many services they had
provided to the Mamluk authorities; they managed to hold many jobs in the Mamluk

state, either religious, civil or even military.
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W. Fischel, “The Spice Trade in Mamluk Egypt’, in Journal of the

Economic and Social History of the Orient, 1:2, 1958, p. 172-173; E.

Ashtor, “Le monopole de Barsbay d’aprés des sources vénitiennes”, in

Anuario de Estudios Medievales, No. 9, 1979, p. 558.
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45 E. Ashtor, “The Venetian Supremacy in Levantine Trade : Monopoly or pre—

Colonialisme?” in Studies on the Levantine Trade in the Middle Ages, ed. Variorum

Reprints, London, 1978, p. 28; Ahmad Darrag, L’Egypte sous le régne de

Barsbay, Institut frangais de Damas, 1961, p. 236.
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=E. Piloti, L’Egypte au commencement du XVe siécle d’aprés le traité

d’Emmanuel Piloti de Crete, Le Caire, 1932, p. 77.

2 F. Appellaniz, Op. cit., p. 80.

63 E. Ashtor, The Venetian Supremacy, p. 28; E. Ashtor, Levant Trade, p. 282.
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% F. Apellaniz, “The Fundugs of Damascus seen by Frankish Notaries and

Merchants”, in Viatjar a I’Edat Mitjana, Travel in the Middle Ages,

organized by Musée de Cluny, Paris, 2014, p. 267, 269.

7 F. Apellaniz, Op. cit., p. 269.

% F. Apellaniz, Op. cit., p. 270.
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0 E. Ashtor, The Venetian Supremacy, p. 28; E. Ashtor, Levant Trade, p.
282.
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Paris, 1902, p. 37.
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E. Ashtor, “Profit from Trade with the Levant in the fifteenth Century”, in

Bulletin of the School of Oriental and Africain Studies, University of

London, Vol. 38, No. 2, 1975, p. 255.
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