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The Attitude of Pope John IIX towards the threats of the
Muslims of southern Italy against Rome
(872 - 882 C. E.)

The dream of overthrowing Rome was a great goal since the
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beginning of the Islamic conquest , until the overthrow of
Constantinople by the Ottoman Sultan Muhammad al-Fateh in 1453
AD, who boasted of preparing the armies to invade Rome; but death
did not allow him to do it .

But the prospector in the pages of history will find that the Arabs
of the Aghlabids have already succeeded in entering Rome at least
three times; it was the first time in 846 AD, and Muslims were able to
invade the city that was free of walls or fortresses that protect it so
that Muslims reached the Church of Peter, and took possession of
the treasures, and the city was not expected to collapse so easily. In
the second time, 849 naval forces from the Aghlabid launched
naveybattle , Without the destruction of the Islamic fleet by the winds
and waves, Muslimsdefeated in the battle of Ostia, After it almost fell
in hands of Muslims.

The third time was in 876 CE during the reign of Pope John VIII,
who linked his fate and his papal project to the elimination of
Muslims in southern Italy and Sicily. He took alliances between rival
Italian cities, They were given the money to fight and discard the
dispute, and to encourage them to offer their naval fleets to fight the

Muslims to drive them out of the Italian peninsula.
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The Muslims responded to this with the siege of Rome more than
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once until the city almost fell, and did not leave the Muslims only
after the Pope paid the tribute, in a dangerous precedent and
insulting the papacy resulted in hostility can not be hidden from the
papacy for Muslims, because of the shame.

In vain, Pope John VIII tried to travel to the West to mobilize
armies and equipment to confront Muslims, but he failed to find a
way to persuade Christian cities of Italy to fight Muslims, using the
policy of threats of excommunicationor curse, and the temptation of
money to rent Italian ships ; The enemies of Pope John VIII gathered
against him and killed him, on the grounds that he ignited the region
in wars and conflicts between the Christian forces in Italy, and he
spent the money of the papacy, after he wasted by paying the tribute
to the Muslims or by paying them to rent the lion History stands as a
shock to the first case of Pope's assassination in history by Catholic
Christians in 882 CE .
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Roy domenico : op. cit. , p. 148 .
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p.17; Barbara Kreutz: Before the Normans “Southern Italy in The Ninth
and Tenth Centuries , University of Pennsylvania Press , philadelphia ,
1996 , p. 28.
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trans. & study of its place in the chronicle traditon by Joan Rowe Ferry,
Rice University , Houston , Texas , May 1995 , p. 188 ; lohannes VI
Papa: lohannes VIII papa (Ludovico Il imperatori et Angilergae imperatrici
nuntiat de Victoria a Sarraceenis reportata , auxilium expetit (875) , in
Frag. Reg. loha. Vill ed. Casp. , in M. G. H , Epistolae Merovingici et
Karolini aevi , tom. V, Edidit Societas Aperiendis Fontibvs Rervm
Germanicarv Medii Aevi , Berolini , 1928 , p.303 .
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Judith of Lyl i Gugn 4l culS GAYY Lle digp VT 8 abad) Jols aly (Y
aald Akl s (aAEs = AIY) BN sl shbaeY) s sallss (sAEY ) Bavaria
s il Al Gu el e plis Aal o b dasals S A5l il
) g DN sl e Aty SN dyyshalieY) asdiy AT Lle (lajd saales
slall 4l cll g3 L) Gl G Bpsmnall sy Wi 4l cll 53
ai sligy 5is) shbaeY) 4l sy aey Wilad 5 L olle mual 31 oLaY) Gl
—AYe) Ly dlle maad alall Qi elediuly el la LU 6 ¢ GG
f i) L (AAVY —AVO) Latia Uilag) Hskalyel ()5S Logy 8 4asd & o(pAVY
The Annals of st. Bertin , p. 189 ; Janet L. Nelson : Charles the Bald ,
Routledg , London , New york , 2013, pp. 74 - 75 .
(%) The Annals of st. Bertin: op. cit, pp. 187 ,189 : Erchempert's
History of the Lombards of Benevento, p. 188 .
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(") ohannes  VIII Papa: Iohannes VIII Papa Angilbergam impertricem
consolatoriis commonet, au Karolo (Calvo) iperatori fidi et sincerae devotinis
exhibeat integritatem (27 Mart. 877), in Reg. lohn.VIIlI, ed. Casp, in M. G.
H., tom. V, pp. 42 — 43; The Annals of st. Bertin, pp. 189 — 190.
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Ibid., pp. 189 — 190; Pierre Riche: The Carolingians "A Family Who
Forged Europe', tran. by Michael Idomir Allen, University of Pennsylvania
Press, Philadelphia, 1993, pp. 203, 212.
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(™ lohannes VIII Papa: lohannes VIl Papa Angilbergam impertricem consolatoriis
commonet, au Karolo (Calvo) iperatori fidi et sincerae devotinis exhibeat
integritatem (10 Feb. 877), in M. G. H, tom. V, pp. 32 - 33 .
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Dl eSilly uildy Gl gy Jyeasl DUl Wik 3 shbaals LU o6 -
Wiss <ol G 3)lyy «(pAAT—ATE) Bernard Plantapilosa Luslybadl
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Al Band ol b ald Cla o3 L A el (s catyshaliul e oSl
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Gll ey e 5 B Gpabuall da gdd husl cCaladl pladl)
S el dlly LU Cagie) 385 Gy ) silver mancusi - dadl) (e 4 it

(") The Annals of st. Bertin , pp. 199 — 202 .
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Mark Blackburn , Philip Grierson : Medieval European Coinage " The
Early Middle Ages 5 th -10 th Centuries " , Vol. 1, Cambridge
University Press , Cambridge , 1991 , p. 327 .

5 ) Gagl S oY1 a5 Carloman of Bavaria Wil ol (lashiS anly S Cajny ()
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43y Ula) e Gy pusd sl 42y Ll e Jli ciShas o Jal jlaaly jaally
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The Annals of st. Bertin , pp. 202 — 203 ; C. W. Previté-Orton :

Shorter Cambridge Medieval History,: Vol. 1 ' The Later Roman

Empire to the Twelfth Century ' , Cambridge university press ,
Cambridge , London , New york , 1975, pp.350 — 351 .

(™) lohannes VIl papa: lohnnes VIII papa Kaolomanno regi scribit se et
paganorum persecution, quibus censum vigintiquinque milium mancusorum
solverit, et Lamberti ac Adelberti marchionum fraude impetitum navale iter in
Franciam aggressum esse ad synodum celebrandam Petrum presb. card
commendat. (Mai 878), in Reg. lohn. VIIl , ed. Casp , in M. G. H, tom. V,
pp. 85 — 86 ; Ferdinand Gregorovius : History of the City of Rome in the
Middle Ages , vol. 3, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge , 2010, p. 184
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Robinson I. S.: Reform and the Church (1073 —1122 ). in N. Cam. Med. His
, vol. 4 , Cambridge University Press , Cambridge , pp. 288 — 289 .
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(") Engreen , Fred E. : op.cit. ,pp. 328 — 329 ; Barbara Kreutz : op. cit. , p. 57 .
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olal aaiy colayad)l I sam el L Ll jaimy of clldy Gatiuld Lyl
axliy of (aA9A —AVA) Athanasius Il of Naples Sl (s sulil i)
dailisiy dl cpe Jans gl g piall sanli ussald] il 88y (el e
pe DLl ahady sagad Jlia ol (e i clagy & oelil) L LU
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(") Erchempert's History of the Lombards of Benevento , p. 188 ; Barbara
Kreutz : op.cit. , p.58.

™) Ibid., pp. 189, 196; lohannes VIl papa: lohnnes VIII papa Athanasium
episcopum Neapolitanum ob excommunicationem , et deiectionem fratris
sergii collaudat, 1400 mancusos mox se daturum esse promittit petrum
diaconum latorum praesentium commendat (Jan. 878), in M. G. H, tom.
V, pp. 72 — 73 ; Ludovici Il Imperatoris epistola ad Basilium | Imperatorem
Constantinopolitanum Missa 871 , op. cit., pp. 393 — 394 .
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(™) lohannes VIII papa: lohnnes VIII papa Athanasium episcopum Neapolitanum |,
Petrum episcopum et Pulcarim peraefecturium Amalfitanos, episcopum
Caietanum et Docibilem et lohannem hypatos paribus hortatur , ut tandem
aliquando foedus ictum cum saracenis usque ad 1 Decebris 879 dissolvant;
Pulcarim praeterea ab infestatione Pandenulfi Capuani iudicis dehortatur (Sept.
879), in Reg. lohn. VIII, ed. Casp, in M. G. H, tom. V, pp. 204 - 205.

- YAE -



S\ss% Gl gillae Glay) L

aa ™M Anathema dally )i ) oloall Gl Jead 4ige dmaas
O Adaall Had) (S GAAY Jil 4kl dis Gagaddl aag o gl
SUOAAY Lle Alia ) ehin duls asla e dmaill Jualy uganll
T a8 Csedy) bl ST LS apgia b 4l Cpalad) e i
o ol o lghipa a2y Aaallly Glajally dysld) Claagilly Cilygiall lls (sl
- bl e &N e 230 V) 6 A8 et Al o lay Jual)
—ATY) Landulf Il of Capua ilsx i) lgaSay (S8 19lS Y dywilly
GAVY ale 3 el s WLl g liay) Caalisall e Raagl) aatl (e a2)l) eg o(2AVA
dlo 85 Y ¢hIS Aleay al gl 8 Jolanlly Glial) il Al Zygld) b o Qe
Sa e Pandenulf Cilsinlys dlando Il s 4yl ) saey (g gl aAVA
Guaifer of — Jasm sl Sl o daydl Callail) aal Gadae Cimualy il
Ao 15 Qe Jany Ll (palldy) (40 Jshaud 520 luey (sAA+—ATY) Salemo

PY VA bl sl (¥71) il - gui | E500) ko

lghardind Clgie SO aal (e saaly oAy el jiny mlhaae Anathema Loyl (™)
dnterdict a,klly <Excommunication Gleall @ a5 Leie Gaa)lad) ddledl (A
S @S el lge g Gloall dusie (e Aabay Bud 28] dgiall Gl iy cdiallly
el Wladin) - gdlall aulil)l 8l il ST e el L WL ey (g yall
il (e alatid s Gloall S 13 4y laline gl By sl (mleY dysiall
Al L dgeaially crpsall dua e dladinl (& Al 8 )KLl 8 580,
Pk sl ald)
Article of Anathema : in Cath. Ency.
lohannes VIII papa: lohnnes VIII papa omnibus episcopis vicinis nuntiat
Athanasium episcopum Neapeolitanum ob foedus cum Saracenis
factum nec disruptu, praecipue ob argentum ex praeda eorum
acceptum, excommunctum esse (Apr. 881), in Reg. lohn. VI, ed.
Casp, in M. G. H, tom. V, p. 246; Erchempert's History of the
Lombards of Benevento, pp .196, 204.
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(™) Ibid. , pp. 194 - 195, 201 .

(")lohannes VIl papa: lohnnes VIII papa Athanasium episcopum
Neapolitanum, Petrum episcopum et Pulcarim peraefecturium
Amalfitanos, episcopum Caietanum et Docibilem et lohannem hypatos
paribus hortatur, ut tandem aliquando foedus ictum cum saracenis
usque ad 1 Decebris 879 dissolvant; Pulcarim praeterea ab infestatione
Pandenulfi Capuani iudicis dehortatur (Sept. 879) , op. cit., pp. 204 —
205; lohnnes VIII papa Petrum episcopum et Pulcarium et populum
Amalfitanum hoortatur, ut a foedere Saracenorum tandem recedant,
annuam pecuniam et insuper donum 1000 mancusorum eis promittit,
alioguin eis anathema et mercatus impedimenta minatur (Dec. 879) ,
in Reg. lohn. VIII, ed. Casp, in M. G. H, tom. V , pp. 218 - 219 .
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(™) lohannes VIII papa: lohannes VIII. Athanasio episcopo Neapolitano
solutionem e vinculo anathematis promittit , si foedus cum Saracenis
tandem solverit (882) , in Reg. lohn. VIlI, ed. Casp, in M. G. H , tom. V,
pp. 264-265; Erchempert's History of the Lombards of Benevento, p. 201.

- YAY -



S\ss% Gl gillae Glay) L

- ] iy (ol (ool s (o0 | b bl | £ gunid e
e aag ale (dhy Cals e el lin LI Gy o adgiall e oS

OS Ny cadlanl Baan 8 LilelS Caila Jd8 o a Auali cCalusall g o
Cila Julyy Gaw 4 Lald caelae Jadd B Wipe dauly il glal ey
eS] ¢ Cpralinal) im dae Callaill absend €AV Lle 8 el agl 245 LilwlS
shall sda o alil) La Ll o My ¢ Cnadiy) caal)ll ST LS Jsuad
Photios | of duhiladll o)l Gesiies calieV) dSae o dala
O o lgla 2 caigyla 8 de <l ally (sAAT — AVY) Constantinople
Gon Y Ayl Gluball saa) ity LS ) Gans mali ol
(M) ppalusall Agasal dbia 8 Jauly Hshalsel) oy in i

G ) ladll day s el L LW e suat L g
Sl phan Cilie W salawivd 4 oy (pAA Y Guanel el Fse sy Gusdish
3lsll Chhall (any e a2)ll (o ¢ i€l (n 2Dlully Bansl) (Sa8atl ¢ (updi 8
Sy (pAA e — AvA) Council of Constantinople dihiladll xesa
alles ae G5 Y Ll lang i€ panall 3 L smae of WS clgy s
CEL Fyses Jeuls shabae¥) ) Anse sgd S Qladdl W ocduyll LY
oSy clag) () Wl A€ Zaasi 3asm 4 llay pAA e il (e e
U Lpdaila ) 3 45l Al 51 asl asesi e

w

PY VA bl sl (¥71) il - gui | E500) ko

™) Ibid. , p. 188 :

OV Ee Ga Bl aae e Bl ae Jale
lohannes VIII papa: photio patriarchae de restituta unitate pacis et concordiae
gratulatur, de mutatis (in synodo eius Constantinopoli habita a. 879/80)
statutis quibusdam, quae ipse fecerat, miratur, litteras eius minus humiles
reprobat, restitutionis eius decretum synodale se recipere asserit praeter ea,
quae legati sui contra apostolicam praeceptionem fecerint (Aug. 880) , in
Reg. lohn. VIII, ed. Casp , in M. G. H, tom. V , pp. 26 — 28; lohannes VIIl.=
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=Papa imperatoribus (Basilio | et filis) de pacis soliditate et concodiae
unanimitate post Photii patriarchae restitutionem gratulatur, gratias agit de
dromonibus in suum adiutorium missis, de restitutione monasterii Sergii intra
Constantinopolitanam urbem constituti, de Bulgarorum dioccesis oboedientia
sibi concessa; auxiium et amorem eorum expetit (13 Aug. 880) , in Reg.
lohn. VIII, ed. Casp , in M. G. H, tom. V , pp. 28 — 30 .

(%) Erchempert's History of the Lombards of Benevento, p. 196; lohannes VI
papa: lohannes VIII. papa Karolum (III) imperatorem imprecatur, ut exercitum
suum quantocius ad succurrendum Romanae ecclesiae contra Saracenos
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transmittat; palmam benedictam ei dirigit (29 Mart. 881), in Reg. lohn. VIII, ed.
Casp.,inM. G. H, tom. V, p. 245 ; Engreen Fred E.: op.cit., p. 328 .
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() Johannes VIl papa: Queritur nullam sibi contra Saracenorum excursiones opem
ferri ; rogut ut ub imperatore celeriter posluletr auxilium: legatum suum
commendat; petit det operam ut Angelberga ab exsilio revoceiur et Romam
nuittalur (anno 882), in Opuscula et epistoae quae spectant ad causam
Hincmari Laudunensis Joannes VIII Pontifex Romanus, in PL. tomus 126,
Excudebatur et venit apud J. P. Migne, 1852 , pp. 949 — 950 .

(*) The Annals of Fulda , p. 106 .
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