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Trade Relations between the Mamluk Sultanate and the
island of Cyprus

The island of Cyprus has played a very important role in the
events of the Crusades since the beginning of the 13th century, after
the Lusignan family managed to reach power. These leaders were
responsible for supporting the Crusaders residing in Syria, and
providing them with the soldiers and products they needed. The
island was then the main point for the crusaders heading towards the
Syrian coast. For their part, the Mamluk sultans had known the
dangers that this island represented against their properties, for this
reason, sultan Baybars began early his project to conquer and
control the island, but this attempt was unsuccessful. On the other
hand, after the Mamluks managed to seize Acre, the leaders of
Cyprus opened the doors of their island to the expelled crusaders of
the Syrian coast, and consequently this island became the main
center of the movement of “Crusades” throughout the fourteenth and

fifteenth centuries.
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Anyway, despite the skirmishes between the Mamluk Sultanate
and the island of Cyprus, the relations between the two sides were
not always hostile, but sometimes there was convergence between
them, depending on the circumstances. The most important factor in
this rapprochement is undoubtedly the commercial interests, and the
huge profits made through trade between the two parties. The desire
not to lose these profits then pushed the Cypriot traders to violate the
orders of the popes, who forbade any trade with the Mamelukes, and
who, on the other hand, led them to oppose the project of King
Pierre | to attack the Mamluk cities, because they feared the violent
measures that the Mamluk authority would take against their trade in
Egypt and Syria. In addition, after the island became under the
control of the Mamluks, during the reign of Sultan Barsbay, a stage
of prosperity had begun between the two countries in terms of trade

relations.
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Edition établie sous la direction de Daniélle Regnier Bohler, Paris, 1997, p.
Y +oY; Mas-Latrie, Op. cit., 1/511 ; J. Day, "The Levant Trade in the Middle
Ages", in The Economic History of Byzantium : From the seventh through
the fifteenth Century, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, 2002, p. 808 ; N.
Coureas, “The Lusignan Kingdom of Cyprus and the Sea, 13" —15"
Centuries”, in The Sea in History, The Medieval World, Edited by: Michel
Balard, ed. The Boydell Press, 2017, p. 369; N. Jorga, Op. cit., p. 86.

% A. Atiya, Crusade, commerce and culture, Indian University Press,
Bloomington, 1962, p. 171; aa_all cgosdl jin ¢YV /Y (Gl an jall caila
YYYNYY G il

% L. Machéras, Chronique de Chypre, Traduction francaise par E. Miller,
Paris, 1882, p. 51-52.

37 L. Machéras, Op. cit., p. 52.
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' Mas-Latrie, Op. cit., 1/511 ; G. Depping, Op. cit., 1/106-107 ; A. Atiya,
Op. cit,, p. 172 ; B. Arbel, “The last Decades of Venice’s Trqde with the
Mamluk: Importations into Egypt and Syria”, in Mamluk Studies
Review, VIII (2), Middle East Documentation Center, The University of
Chicago, 2004, p. 65.
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*2 Mas-Latrie, Op. cit., 2/390.
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* E. Piloti, L’Egypte au commencement du XV® siécle d’aprés le traité
d’Emmanuel Piloti de Crete, Le Caire, 1932, p. 54.
N. Coureas, Latin Cyprus, p. 405 ¢Y¥o-YY§/Y il aa sl cada
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52 Mas-Latrie, Histoire de I’ile de Chypre, t. II, p. 239-241 ; P. Rousset,

Histoire d’une idéologie (La croisade), Lausanne, 1983, p. 144; A.

Blondy, Chypre, éd. Presses universitaires de France, Paris, 1998, p. 72.
>3 N. Jorga, Op. cit., p. 386.
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