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Dealings with the Ambassadors and Diplomats during
the Early Byzantine Era

During the Roman Empire era, There were various and
different embassies. These embassies played several roles
ranging from delivering correspondences to managing
negotiations. Ambassadors themselves were sometimes mere
deliverers of correspondences, but most of them were also
negotiators.

During his negotiations with the hosting governor, the
ambassador had to follow the precise instructions given to him in
a complete official manner. The ambassador must not, under any
circumstances, make any personal decisions for this could have
been considered failure or even treason which may have resulted
in severe punishment if the ambassador failed his mission.
However, in case the embassy was successful, the ambassador
may have received honoring titles, socially promoted, or gained
status in court. The ambassador may also have gained similar
honors in the hosting court, received gifts, and started prestigious
friendships.

Despite of the vital role which the Byzantine diplomacy
played in the early Byzantine era, it was not studied thoroughly.
Fortunately, 1 have found a number of researches about the
purposes and achievements of embassies. Sometimes, names of
embassy members, their ranks, and the qualities ambassadors
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should have were mentioned. There is an outstanding study about
the criteria upon which ambassadors were chosen in the early
Byzantine Empire era. This study stated, in detail, the
qualification the ambassador must possess. However, there was
no separate study about the reception of these ambassadors and
what they might have experienced in the hosting courts. Thus,
the researcher's main attention was focused on the ways and
procedures of ambassadors' reception in the early Byzantine
Empire era as well as what they might have experienced in the
hosting courts.

Apparently, despite the rules and regulations of receiving
ambassadors which stated that ambassadors should be revered
and dealt with in a manner that suited the stature of the
ambassador and his emperor which gave ambassadors immunity
and protection in the receiving court, these rules and regulations
were preached by the Barbarians. Ambassadors were sometimes
neglected and kept waiting. Some of them were kept in detention,
imprisoned, asked to surrender their weapons, or even executed.

This inappropriate treatment was often the case when there
was tension between the two countries. However, if there were
peaceful relations between the two parties, ambassadors were
dealt with in an honorable manner and received respectfully.
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(1) Mathisen, R. W., " Patrici, episcope, et sapientes: le choix des ambassadeurs
Pendant l'antiquité tardive dans I, empire romain et les royaumes barbares ", in:
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Ammianus Marcellinus, The Later Roman Empire A.D 354 - 378, trans.
W.Hamilton Penguin Books, London, New York, 1986, p. 422; Boak,
The Master, p. 93.

(2) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, |, p. 404.
(3) Boak, The Master, p. 93; Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 38.
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(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 404;
Boak, The Master, p. 93, 94; Lee, " Treaty — Making in Late Antiquit "
in : War and Peace in Ancient and Medieval History, ed. Ph. De Souza
& J. France, Cambridge, 2008, pp. 107-119, p. 117.
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Nechaeva , Embassies, p. 163-204 : kil ¢ Jualdill (o ayiall
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Procopius, History, vol. v, p. 247 .U Yy se)y8ll (sdyay Y u.\.m\
(2) Lee, Treaty-Making, p. 117; Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 38.
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(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 405, 406;
Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 38, 39.
(2) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p.406, 407;
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.Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 39.
(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 407; Lee,=
=Treaty-making, p. 117; Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 39.
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Boak, The Master, p. 93, 94 .5,laull 038 4ie iyl Lo s Al cagelSa )

(2) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 407.
(3) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 408;
Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 39.
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(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 408, 409;
Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 40.
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(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 409;
Boak, The Master, p. 95.
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Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 41, 44, 45.
(3) Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 42.
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Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 118; Mathisen, Patrici, p. 229.
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(1) Constantine Porphyrogennetos, The Book of Ceremonies, I, p. 404-407;
Lee, Treaty Making, p. 117.
(2) Nechaeva, Embassies, p. 42.
(3) Menander, The History, p. 121
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(1) Procopuis, History, vol 1, p. 527.
(2) Procopuis, History, vol v, p. 213, 215.
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(1) Eunapius, The Lives of the Sophists, trans, W. C. Wright, London, New
York, 1922, p. 397-399 ;
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(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle known as that of Zachariah

of Mitylene, trans F. J. Hamilton,& E. W, Brooks, London 1899, p. 230-
231; Lee, Information, p. 46.
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Blockely, R. C., " Doctors as Diplomats in the Sixth Century A. D. "

Florilegium 2 (1980), pp. 89-100.
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(1) Priscus, in: The Fragmentary Classicising Historians of the Late Roman
Empire, trans. R. C. Blockley, Liver Pool, 1983, pp. 222-400, p. 283,
285, 289.

(2) Priscus, p. 291.

(3) Malchus, in: The Fragmentary Classicising Historians of the Late
Roman Empire, trans. R. C. Blockley, Liver Pool, 1983, pp. 402-462,
p.407.
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(1) John of Ephesus, The Third Part of the Ecclesiastical History, trans, R.
P. Smith, Oxford, 1860, p. 424, 428.
(2) Agathias, The Histories, trans, J. D, Frendo, New York, 1975, p. 63 ;
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