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Conditions of the East Coast of Africa upon the arrival of
Portuguese (Through the accounts of Portuguese historians)

This research comes to study the region of the eastern coast of
Africa in an important period of its history, namely the end of the ninth
century AH / fifteenth century AD and the beginning of the following
century, the period that the Portuguese arrived in the region under the
leadership of Vasco de Gama, in order to reach the Indian coast and
control its trade on the one hand, and, on the other hand, to strike the
economy of the Mamluk state and eliminate the Islamic trade network
in the waters of the Indian Ocean.

The eastern coast at that time consisted of a group of cities in which
Islam had settled long ago. Most of the rulers and residents of the coast
were Muslims, as well as the large Islamic communities that used to go
to this region and settle there for a long time in order to practice trade, a
matter that achieved great commercial prosperity for those cities. All
this raised the astonishment of the Portuguese and made them seek to
control those cities and their trade and expel Muslims from it.

In this context, this study comes to give more light on the history
of the eastern coast of Africa in that period, by talking about the
conditions of the Swahili cities and the conditions of their inhabitants,
rulers and trade when the Portuguese came to the region. The study
relied on information and narrations from Portuguese sources, which are
almost - in my opinion - the only sources that dealt in some detail with
the history of this coast when the Portuguese arrived at the end of the
9th century AH / 15 AD. Unfortunately, we do not have in our hands
Arab sources that talk about the history of East Africa in that important
period, as was the case during previous periods.

Keywords:

East of Africa — Swahili — Portuguese - Muslim merchants -
African gold
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° Chroniques de Damido de Goes, Jodo de Barros, Gaspar Correa
° Chroniques de Jodo de Barros, Damido de Goes, Gaspar Correa,
Garcia de Resende
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8- Castanheda, Op. cit., Vol. 2, Chap. 6, Section 2a.
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London, 1866, p. 10.
10 - Chroniques de Jodao de Barros, Damido de Goes, Gaspar Correa, Garcia de
Resende, in Les grands navigateurs et colons portugais du XVe siecle et du XVlie
siecle, vol. 3, Anthologie des écrits de I’époque par Virginia de Castro E Almeida,
éd. L. Desmet-Verteneuil, Bme:lles, 1939, p. 85.
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14- D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 10.
15- Chroniques de Damido de Goes, Jodo de Barros, Gaspar Correa (Débuts du
commerce et de la domination des mers en Orient), in Les grands navigateurs et
colons portugais du XVe siecle et du XVle siecle, vol. 4, Anthologie des écrits de
I’époque par Virginia de Castro E Almeida, éd. L. Desmet-Verteneuil, Bruxelles,
1939, p. 72.
1l 5 el e sl 5 5 S e Lol (e L) nsan (5 panl) gl iy 21
80 Ll (Lo L) A shay () Lgbom e Y V/0 (Bl Jimalf e gy 1 kil (S JS (0
ol S8 Ja S Wl VY /Y cdla il lail el (3 (e 8 smee Jalsadl Gl Ons e S
(e slally Aol Lelen Lan 8L Led) e 8 5 gl b Any )l L yilo Japna a3 S 4 8 ine Al
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17 -Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 91 ; Journal du voyage, p. 239.
18 -Vasco de Gama, La relation du premier voyage aux Indes (1497-1499), éditions
Chandeigne, Paris, 1998, p. 62.
19 -Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 90.
20 -Journal du voyage, p. 240; Vasco de Gama, Op. cit., p. 68; Gaspar Correa, The
Three Voyages of Vasco da Gama and his Viceroyality, From the Lendas da India
of Gaspar Correa, translated from the Portuguese with notes and an introduction by
Hon. Henry Stanley, Printed for the Hakluyt Society, London, 1869, p. 109-110; D.
Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 12.
21 -Vasco de Gama, Op. cit., p. 68.
22 -Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 93.
23 -Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 110-111.
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31- Journal du voyage, p. 261 ; Vasco de Gama, Op. cit., p. 114.
32- D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 16.
33- Chroniques, vol. 4, p. 59.
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34- Castanheda, Op. cit., Vol. 2, Chap. 6, Section 2a.
35- Chroniques, vol. 4, p. 72.
36- Vasco de Gama, Op. cit., p. 53-54.
37- Journal du voyage, p. 237.
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39 -D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 12.
40- Le second voyage de Vasco de Gama a Calicut, relation flamande éditée vers
MDIV, reproduite avec une traduction et une introduction par J. PH. Berjeau, Paris,
1881, p. 47.
41- Ibid.
42- D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 15.
43- Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 80, 84, 98; Castanheda, Op. cit., Vol. 2, Chap. 6,
Section 2a.
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45- D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 16.
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W. Page, Encyclopedia of African history and culture, vol. 11 « African Kingdoms
(500 to 1500), Facts on file, New York, 2005, p. 20.
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49- Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 95.
50- Le second voyage de Vasco, p. 49.
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52- Ibid.
O el 13gls celally o Lo 335 43 Janng g ezl ¥l Ay S s b oy 35S Sl S oY
¢Goleal) aaall (Jua )\S il (S) ) 4y s 5 A sl e dhay AV 5 el e Jhay Laaaa|
Yoy e
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M. Pearson, Port Op. cit., 43; F. Chami, « Kilwa and the Swahili Towns », in
Knowledge, renewal and religion, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, Uppsala 2009, p. 39.
58 -Journal du voyage, p. 239.
59 -D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 12.
60 -Journal du voyage, p. 240 ; Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 93.
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Commerce from History », in Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 29, No. 5, 1999, p. 686.
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68 -Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 85-86.
69 -Castanheda, Op. cit., Vol. 2, Chap. 6, Section 2a.
GUaludl o 3 ¢ gindie Aiyne & a5 CilS Agliia oYLl 5 Lugida aila ;8 U183 08 Ada glay () 0S
¥ s Jaall Aady (g S o paal ) Lea sl Araal) 83a ehal aa —anisall e A Ll e
YA siBJJ/J.L:.\\ M 18 a5 elsdll g Gaam\} adld g ol Jt\;“}“ G\JAB" ‘)L\:S‘\Y\}
70 -Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 101.
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72 -Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 288.
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M. Newitt, A History of Portuguese Overseas Expansion, 1400-1668, Routledge,
London, 2005, p. 63.
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75 -Chroniques, vol. 3, p. 82.
76 -Castanheda, Op. cit., Vol. 2, Chap. 6, Section 2a.
77 -D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 12, 15-16 ; Vasco de Gama, Op. cit., p. 114.
78 -Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 84.
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80 -Gaspar Correa, Op. cit., p. 136.
81 -D. Barbosa, Op. cit., p. 11.
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