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Summary
Indonesian-Dutch Negotiations for Independence 1945-1949
Dr. Sherif Mohamed Ahmed Abdel Gawad
Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History
Faculty of Arts - Minia University

World War II ended in 1945, and after the surrender of Japan to
the Allies, the Indonesians declared the independence of their country
on August 17, 1945. And quickly British forces entered Indonesia
under the leadership of the Allies and facilitated the entry of Dutch
forces into the country. As a result, a clash occurred between
Indonesian and Dutch nationalists. In mid-November 1945 Britain
showed its desire for the Dutch and Indonesians to sit down to
negotiate; and despite the difficulties that the two sides faced, an
agreement was reached (Linggadjati). The agreement was signed in
initials on November 15, 1946, and finally on March 25, 1947. An
improvement in relations between the Dutch and Indonesians did not
took place.

The Netherlands saw the impossibility of implementing the
agreement, so it began to use force. The first attack on the Indonesian
Republic took place on July 21, 1947, and ended with the signing of
the Renville Agreement on January 17, 1948. But despite this, the
terms of that agreement did not achieve any kind of appeasement, so
the Netherlands launched the second attack on the republic in
December 1948, which ended with the signing of the Van Royen-
Room Agreement in May 1949. This agreement ended the conflict
between the Netherlands and Indonesia and paved the way for the
holding of the Round Table Conference from August 23 to November
2, 1949. The conference recognized the sovereignty of the United
States of Indonesia, and the establishment of the Dutch-Indonesian
Federation under the authority of the Dutch Crown. On December 27,
1949, the Dutch sovereignty was transferred to the governments of the
United States of Indonesia. In August 1950 Indonesia abandoned the
federal character recommended by the Dutch, and changed its name to
the Republic of Indonesia.
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* Nationaal Archief, Den Haag, Inventaris van het archief van het
Ministerie van Kolonién: Indisch Archief, 1945-1953, 30B Akkoord
van Linggadjati, NL-HaNA 2.10.36.15 30B 06, De Overeenkomst
van Linggadjati, geparafeerd 15 november 1946, getekend 25 maart
1947.
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— Documents, Conference on Indonesia, Vol. 1, New Delhi, January, 1949, P.5.

(6) Pelzer (Karl), Postwar Plans for Indonesia, Far Eastern Survey, Vol. 12, No. 1 (Jan. 11,
1943), P.2. ROV
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— Foreign Relations of the United States, Diplomatic Papers, 1945, Vol. VI, The British

Commonwealth, The Far East, United States Government Printing Office, Washington:

1969, Netherlands East Indies, Memorandum by the Chief of the Division of Northern
European affairs (Cumming), Washington, October 8, 1945, PP.1158-1159.
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- Neill (Wilfred T.), Twentieth-Century Indonesia Columbia University Press, New
York and London, 1973, PP.325-326.

(15) Kattenburg (Paul), Political Alignments in Indonesia, Far Eastern Survey, Vol. 15,
No. 19 (Sep. 25, 1946), P.291.

.\Vua 6&41.“: >0 J.Jgﬁ UA_US (\T)
(17) FO, Telegram From Foreign Office to Moscow, 24th January 1946, Immediate,

Secret, www.cvce.eu, P.1.

(18) F.R.U.S., Diplomatic Papers, 1945, Vol. VI, The British Commonwealth, The Far
East, Memorandum of Conversation, by the Chief of the Division of Southeast Asian
affairs (Moffat), Washington, November 8, 1945, PP.1170-1171.

(19) F.R.U.S., 1946, Vol. VIII, The Far East, United States Government Printing Office,

Washington: 1971, Netherlands East Indies, The Counsul General at Batavia (Foote) to
the Secretary of State, Batavia , January 17, 1946, PP.797-798.
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— Central Intelligence Agency, Basic Dutch-Indonesian Issues and the Linggadjati
Agreement, 9 June 1947, Secret, P.3.
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— Central Intelligence Agency, Basic Dutch-Indonesian Issues and the Linggadjati
Agreement Op. Cit., P.3.
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- F.R.U.S., 1946, Vol. VIII, The Far East, The Consul General at Batavia (Foote) to the
Secretary of State, Batavia , July 16, 1946, Confidential, P.834.
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— Van Helsdingen (W. H.), The Netherlands-Indonesian Agreement, Pacific Affairs, Vol.
20, No. 2, Jun., 1947, P.186.

o8y laine AV 23y ol clalgs Jadlaa ol Casdl (yeadd) L8l 8l (3l cduasil) 35S s (YA)
gty (oY e Aaapal) A olis (gl Aute dopead) 8L Liagiall ) o8y Cile ) £V
(e N IET

cSe OV VET padin VA Gl ¢ Baegiatl) AKEA 1ol ¢ s (Y4)

cGyw N ET pudin Yo gyl cApailsell £85a0 gl 3a rolis ¢ 4w (7))

V4 Gl dgipal¥) allaall 5831 cyglall sl il 55 Ay ) JlaeVl S (e ¢ dusis (7))
Gy N AET g

sl Gl (YY)

cre N AET gl ol i) AKE) sk HAT 1ol ¢ avis (YY)

cr VAET juadgi V) e)mcigdﬂ}@l\uﬂ\ 2igl J)';:QLI,\‘M}(VE)

(Y- Y1) dagl Yz — piladl suuall sl oy Lasedly el oyl Alsme



Ryl gall — dgugigni ¥l syles glaall sloall mgd waal wasa sgypa

Csia e VY G e s aaiie sag cLinggadjati 8 48] Bagee Jo mdgll S (TO)
sl Cheribon ala) aul Z8laY) sagwa A Slins cila lawgd Jladll daladl L Cheribon
: kil .Linggadjati
- Van Helsdingen (W. H.), Op. Cit., P.186.
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(37) Nationaal Archief, Den Haag, Inventaris van het archief van het Ministerie van
Kolonién: Indisch Archief, 1945-1953, 30B Akkoord van Linggadjati, NL-
HaNA_2.10.36.15 30B 06, De Overeenkomst van Linggadjati, geparafeerd 15
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— Helsdingen (W. H.), Op. Cit., P.186.
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(46) F.R.U.S., 1947, Vol. VI, The Far East, United States Government Printing Office,
Washington:1972, The Chargé in the Netherlands (Benton) to the Secretary of State,
The Hague, March 26, 1947, Secret, P.911.
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- F.R.U.S., 1947, Vol. VI, The Far East, The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in
the Netherlands, Washington, April 24, 1947, confidential, P.919.

(50) F.R.U.S., 1947, Vol. VI, The Far East, The Secretary of State to the Consulate General
at Batavia, Washington, May 2, 1947, confidential, P.920. :&li,
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- (Margueritte Harmon) Bro, Indonesia: land of challenge, Harper & Brothers Publishers,
New York, 1954, PP.63-64.
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(56) Kennedy (Raymond), Truce in Indonesia, Far Eastern Survey, Vol. 17, No. 6 (Mar.
24, 1948), P.65.
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(59) Kennedy (Raymond), Op. Cit., PP.65-66. :<lX kil
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- Hyde (Charles Cheney), The Status of the Republic of Indonesia in International Law,
Columbia Law Review , Vol. 49, No. 7 (Nov., 1949), P.958.
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(63) Agha (Issam Abdul Ghani), The United Nations and national independence: the

Indonesian question: A peaceful settlement; the Algerian problem: A case study in

evolution, M.A Thesis, Graduate Student Theses, Graduate School, Montana State
University, 1961, PP.13-14.
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(66) Agha (Issam Abdul Ghani), Op. Cit., PP.22-23.
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— Hyde (Charles Cheney), Op. Cit., P.958.
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— Documents, Principles Forming an Agreed Basis for the Political Discussions Accepted
at the Fourth Meeting of the Committee of Good Offices with the Parties on 17
January 1948, International Organization, Vol.2, No. 2 ( Jun., 1948), PP.406-407.

(69) F.R.U.S., 1948, Vol. VI, The Far East and Australasia, United States Government

Printing Office, Washington:1974, The Counsul General at Batavia (Livengood) to
the Secretary of State, Batavia, January 17, 1948, Us Urgent, PP.77-78 & Kennedy
(Raymond), Op. Cit., P.66.

() f}dﬁ)ﬁi.w\’wc@u@f 1351 O)lg dan] s (V)
Yroa (Gl g e il G ol (YY)
(G Hhl g VoY La il [ESTRETINGID 2l ol (VYY)

- F.R.U.S,, 1948, Vol.VI, The Far East and Australasia, The Consul General at Batavia
(Livengood) to the Secretary of State, Batavia, January 25, 1948, Priority, PP.82-83.
(73) Agha (Issam Abdul Ghani), Op. Cit., PP.26-27.

(74) Ibid., PP.27-28.
EAV=ERT G el g i) gl (e B las (VO)
YTV 0a O el e 1008 G sl (V)
A Ga Gl page tdiignn n oz (YY)

(’NLY\ $)2)99 ¢(H. A. Salim) 4,1l 22099 lag o9)Souw Ao aull & YAEA e VA ‘:,’A (V/\)
A Mg liiweS uals (IS ) (Sjahrir,) ieds (M. Natsir and A. Sastroamidjojo) aulaillg
Jl & (Prapat on Lake Toba) L 8pss e bl ) jeds allg 55Som il ) loa aglas

kil ophagad (B)al) Jaludl A1Ls (Bangka) 1Saib s ) AWl cophaag
- Dahm (Bernhard), History of Indonesia in the twentieth century, Translated by P. S.
Falla, Pall Mall Press, London, 1971, First published, P.137.
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- Dominions Office and Commonwealth Relations Office, DO 35/2858, Telegram From
Archibald Nye, Office High Commissioner for the United Kingdom in, New Delhi, to P.
Noel-Baker, His Majesty's Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, 31st
January, 1949, Secret, PP.1-12.

(84) Neill (Wilfred T.), Op. Cit., P.331.
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(88) F.R.U.S., 1949, Vol. VIl, The Far East and Australasia, Part 1, United States
Government Printing Office, Washington, 1975, The Consul General at
Batavia (Livengood) to the Secretary of State, Batavia, May 7, 1949, Confidential,

urgent, P.409.
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- FO 371/76138, British Consulate General, Batavia, 16 December 1949, P.1.
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