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Summary

The Attitude of the Soviet Union towards the issue of Establishing Nuclear
Missile Bases in Greece 1957-1959
Dr. Sherif Mohamed Ahmed Abdel Gawad

Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History
Faculty of Arts - Minia University

The issue of the establishment of atomic missile bases in Greece
was one of the main issues of Greek foreign policy in 1957, which was
first raised in Greece during the NATO meeting in Bonn in May 1957,
and during the meeting of the Atlantic Conference on December 16-19,
1957. The approval of the establishment of these missile bases was
given in principle, provided that the Allies would enter into further
negotiations in which they will decide their final approval or
opposition.

During the period from 1957-1959, the Soviet Union warned
Greece that the establishment of atomic missile bases on its territory
would harm the Greek-Soviet relations. Militarily, the Soviets
succeeded in preventing the establishment of American medium-range
missiles on Greek soil. While the Greeks were still declaring their
public interest, they made it clear that they were unable to accept the
installation of those missiles On September 14, 1959.
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REEMENTS FOR COOPERATION FOR
MUTUAL DEFENSE PURPOSES,

HEARINGS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
AGREEMENTS FOR COOPERATION

oF TH®

<JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY.
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

EIGHTY-SIXTH CONGRESS
b ol 8 RS:.“ SESST()N

OoN WwHIE
BEXCHANGE OF MILITARY INFORMATION ANI>) MATERIAL
WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM, FRANCE, CANADA,
THE NETHERLANDS, TURKEY, GREECE, ANDr
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

JUNE 11, 12, 17, JULY 1 AND 2, 1959

Frinted for the use of the Joint Committee on Atomic Enersy

i

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICFE
WASHINGTON : 1968

Armicre I
General Provision

While the United States and The Kingdom of Greece are participating in an
international arrangement for their mutual defense and security and making
substantial and material contributions thereto, each Party will communicate to
and exchange with the other Party information and transfer nonnuclear parts of
atomie weagona systems involving restricted data to the other Party in accord-
ance with the provisions of this Agreement, provided that the communicating or
transferring Party determines that such cooperation will promote and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to its defense and security.

"Agreement Between the Government of the United States of America and
the Government of the Kingdom of Greece for Cooperation on the uses of

Atomic Energy for Mutual Defense Purposes, Athens, May 6, 1959".
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- Keridis (Dimitris), Historical Dictionary of Modern Greece, The Scarecrow
Press, Inc., U.S.A., 2009, PP.90-91.
(4) Giannakos (Symeon A.), Greek-Soviet relations since World War II, Ph.D.
Thesis, The Graduate Faculty, University of Virginia, 1990, P.333 & Kelkitli
(Fatma Asli), Soviet Union’s Balkan Opening during the Khrushchev Period:
Attempts to Restore Relations with Turkey, Yugoslavia and Greece, Ankara
Universitesi, SBF Dergisi, Cilt 73, No. 4, 2018, P.1188.
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(7) United States, The Department of State bulletin, Vol. 29, No.756, (December
21, 1953), Agreement Between the United States of America and the Kingdom of
Greece Concerning Military Facilities, October 12, 1953  United States,
Government Printing Office, Washington, PP.863-864.
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(9) Couloumbis (Theodore Alexander), Greek Political Reaction to NATO and
Western Orientation:1952-1963, Ph.D. Thesis, Faculty of the Graduate School,
The American University, Michigan, 1964, P.130.
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- The New York Times, Jan 18, 1986, P.10.
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(17) Chourchoulis (Dionysios) & Others, Greece during the early Cold War: The
view from the Western Archives: Documents, Thessaloniki, University of
Macedonia, 2015, P.152.
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(20) KONXTANTINOX KAPAMANAHX APXEIO, TETONOTA & KEIMENA,
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1956 - 31 AEKEMBPIOY 1957), IAPYMA KOQONITANTINOX T.
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- United States, The Department of State bulletin, Vol. 38, N0.970, (January
27, 1958), Letter, Nikolai Bulganin to Dwight D. Eisenhower, December 10,
1957, United States, Government Printing Office, Washington, P.128.
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- Tasoulas (Argyrios), Greek—Soviet relations 1959-1962: the Greek response to
the Kremlin’s challenge, Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, Vol. 45, No.1,
2021, P.96.
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-Kourkouvelas (Lykourgos), Denuclearization on NATO’s Southern Front Allied
Reactions to Soviet Proposals, 1957-1963, Journal of Cold War Studies, Vol. 14,
No. 4, (Fall 2012), P.203.
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(32) Chourchoulis (Dionysios) & Others, Op. Cit., P.152.
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(35) NATO/ C-R(57)82/ Summary Record of a meeting of the Council held at the
Palais de Chaillot, Paris, on 16" December, 1957, Secret, Confidential, PP.25-
26.

(36) Foreign Relations of the United States (F.R.U.S.), 1955-1957, Western
European Security and Integration, Vol. IV, United States Government Printing
Office, Washington: 1988, Telegram From the United States Delegation at
the NATO Heads of Government Meetingto the Department of State,
Paris, Decembqr 18, 1957, PP.%49-250.
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(39) F.R.U.S., 1955-1957, Vol. 1V, Telegram From the United States Delegation
at the NATO Heads of Government Meeting to the Department of State,
Paris, December 19, 1957, PP.253,255.
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International Organization, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Vol.12, No.2,

(Spring, 1958), P.242.
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(43) Hatzivassiliou (Evanthis), Greece and the Cold War, Frontline State, 1952-

1967, Routledge, London & New York, 2006, P.95.
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