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“Role of Margaret I, Queen of Denmark, in Establishment of
Kalmar Union” (July, 1397)

Abstract:

This research sheds light on the Kalmar Union-relative to the city of
Kalmar in the southeast of Sweden-which was founded by Margaret |,
Queen of Denmark (1353-1412), due to the desire of northern
European countries to get rid of the commercial and military hegemony
of the Hansa Union over them as well as the hereditary struggle for
power in Denmark between the Mecklenburg family and the Danes,
especially after the death of the Danish monarch Valdemar IV in the
year 1375, which resulted in the Danish throne being without authority,
and his daughter Margaret | appointed her son Olaf Haakonsson at first
as King of Denmark succeeding his grandfather Valdemar IV in 1376,
then King of Norway (1380-1387) succeeding his father Haakon VI,
King of Norway (1340-1380),and after the death of Olaf, she took
custody of the two kingdoms together, then Margaret took advantage
of an internal revolution in the Kingdom of Sweden and intervened in
favor of the revolutionaries who agreed to her guardianship over their
kingdom, and thus Margaret | became the ruler of the three Kingdoms:
Sweden, Norway and Denmark, and then she chose her sister's
grandson, the child Olaf of Pomerania, to rule the three kingdoms on
condition that she should assume the role of guardian over him until he
reaches the age of adulthood, then she announced the establishment
of the Kalmar Union in 1397.

Key words: Kalmar Union, Kingdom of Denmark, Margaret |,

Scandinavian States, Hanseatic League.
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Imsen (S): “The Union of Calmar: Nordic Great Power or Northern
German Outpost?”, In, Ocker(C)(Ed.) :Politics and Reformations:
Communities, Polities, Nations, and Empires , Brill,2007.
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