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Ochyromata in Ptolemaic Egypt

Abstract: This study deals with the topic of ochyromata
(dyopopata), in Ptolemaic Egypt, through literary sources, inscriptions,
and papyri documents dated to the Ptolemaic period. The ochyroma is a
term used to refer to fortresses, castles, military garrisons, well-built
buildings, as well as military fortifications, as well as the Acropolis. As
for the use of the term inside Egypt, which was mentioned in literary
writings, inscriptions, and papyri documents dated to the Ptolemaic
Period, it seems that it did not differ much from it outside it, except for
some very few uses, which were reflected on its meanings, for example
we find it carrying the same meanings, mentioned above ; Where we
find 1t i1s called fortresses, fortresses, defenses and fortifications of a
military nature, although some of them differed from their counterpart
constructed outside Egypt in terms of their breadth and contain homes
inside their walls. We also find that it is called a type of prison, which
we did not find outside Egypt. Key words: castles, fortresses, ochyroma,
Ptolemaic, garrisons.
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(1)LSJ., s.v., dyop-60, fortify; s. v., 0xOp-moua, atog, To, stronghold, fortress, prison;
Le grand dictionnaire geographique et critique, Volumes 1-2 by, Antoine-
Augustin Bruzen de La Martiniere, chez P. Gosse, R. C. Alberts, P. de Hondt,
(1736): 19.

(2) Polybius, Historiae, 2. 69. 9. “Big tpocnecdvteg EEEmoay €K TOV OYLPOUATOV
toug Aakedopovioug”; Polybius, Historiae, 8. 14. 11. “kekpatnuévov peta Plog
TV Tpogpnuévav dyvpoudtwv”; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 13. 9.
4. “éni 10 TV ABnvaiov oyvpdpota”; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica,
17. 85. 2. “O &' "AAéEavdpog mubopEeVog Tepl TOVTOV Tt PAAAOV TTapmEHVON
ToAlopKTicotl 10 Oyvpmpa kol SopuAAnOfivor i Tod Beod 66&n.”’; Diodorus
Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 20. 107. 4. “xoil T®V_O0yvpoudtov &vio, TOV
&xoviov 10 Pactuikd ypruoto.”; Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Antiquitates
Romanae, 1. 65. 3. “00devog mpotdouévov TNV EPodoV aipodotV EVTETOG TO
oyvpowua.”; Philo Judaeus, De confusione linguarum, 26. 130. 1. “4AAd mpodg ye
TNV 10D OYLPOUOTOC TOVTOL KOOAIpESY O TEWPATNG THG GAOKING KOl pOVAV aiel
Kot avthg evtpémiotan’”’; Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae 13, 133. “xoi
TpecPentag TapeKALEL TOVS &V 101G dyvpdpact thg Tovdaing EkPoalelv”; Arrian,
Anabasis, 5. 22. 5. “koi Tp0O THG péymg Evtog Tod OyvpdUaToS”.

(3)Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 16. 52. 5-6. “apectnkdta 100 facihémg
Kol TOAA®V Oyvpoudteov kol moéAemv kvpiedovta.”’; Diodorus Siculus,
Bibliotheca Historica, 19. 94. 6. “pedyovowv gig TV EPNUOV, TOVT] YPDUEVOL
oyvpouatt”’; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 22. 10. 4. “xoi t&v ‘Epkt®dv
Katacymv 10 oyvpoue”’; Dionysius Halicarnassensis, Antiquitates Romanae, 11.
38. 2. “1oD kpaticTov TAV OYVP®UATOV KaTd TOLdvOE TVAL cuvtuyioy”; Josephus,
Antiquitates Judaicae 13, 190. “kotd TV YOpav £6TIV OYLPAOUOTO TOWCEW £
avTd”.

(4)Polybius, Historiae, 4. 6. 3. “katéoyov 10 KaAovuevov dyvpouo Kidpiov’”;
Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 13. 7. 4. “koT00KEVACAVTEG OE TTEPL TO
AdPoarov dyvpopa”; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 5. 46. 1. “oi 6¢
oTPATIOTOL ACUPAVOVTIEG TAG UEUEPIGUEVOS GUVTAEELS PUAATTOVCL THV YDPAV,
SEMNQOTEC OYLPOUACL KOl Toperforaic”.

(5) Philo Judaeus., De confusione linguarum, 26. 129. 1. “®©¢ 0& NUElG ATOGTPOPT
OgoD 10 yOp kateokevacuévov dyvpwua’’; Josephus, Contra Apionem, 1. 197.
“Eott yap @V Tovdaimv T0 pev ToALd dyvpoduata’”.

(6) Xenophon, Hellenica, 3. 2. 4. “dloondcavteg 1O aOTOV OYLP®OU EPEPOVTO €iG
avtovg”; Polybius, Historiae, 5. 73. 1-2. “fAmocav Kotamin&apevor toig td®V
tomv gunelpiong EkPareiv Tov DavAlov £k OV Oyvpoudtov’”’; Diodorus Siculus,
Bibliotheca Historica, 20. 103. 2. “t@®v & &ig T0v AkpokdpivBov mpocayoymv
unyoavag toig oyvpouaot”; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica, 36. 10. 1.
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“aAl gic Ta OyvpouaTo Kotapuyovimy’’; Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae 13, 27.
“koi TposPaidv avTod TOlG OYLPOUAGLY ML TOAALG OVTOV MUEPAS ETOMOPKEL”;
Appianus, Bellum Civile, 5. 6. 58. “60 8’ Avi®viog kpatetl UV T01¢ dYLpOUOGLY
¢ TOAL peiovag Exwv AoQoA®DS dmopdyeston”.

(7) Strabo, Geography, 14. 2. 12. “git’ ToAvcOg kdu, Koi Vep otV AKpOTOALc
gotv Oyvpoua kalovpévn™.

(8) SEG., 32. 1097; Aphrodisias 26 (1st B. C); J. Reynolds. Aphrodisias and Rome
(London: Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, 1982), doc. 30.; /G, VII,
17, 1. 4 = SEG, 19, 333; Lindos 11, 2 = SEG, 39, 727, col., D1, 1. 7 (99 B. C);
Bargylia, 11, 11. 19-20.

(9) IG, XI1, 8. 156, B. I, 11. 17-23 (228-225 B. C).

«axoAovBm]g ThHt 100 Paciiéwg kai thg [Placiiicong [a]ip[é]oel kai citov
E€aymynv Kai dtéhetoy dodv[a]

[T]fit TOAer <€k> Xeppoviioov Kol GAAoBev 60ev avTdl ebkoupov @ali]-vnron
givor, StoAéyecOar 88 odTél TovC TPEGPELTAC KOl ME-pl TOD dYVPOUATOC Koi
TOPOKOAETV avTOv cvopmpdor tht wt[o]-[Alel €lg TO ocvviehesBévtog avTO[D]
Katootadiivor TR ToA[l] [T®]v TOVG KANPOLYNCOVTOS KOl YEMPYNOGOVTAS TNV
yopav [tva] £k TON TPocddwV Buciot te cuvTeAdvTot Koi amapyafi] [ava]tiddvot
T01¢ O€0ic V1EP TOD Pacihémg Kai T Paci[Aic]-[ong....»

(10) OGIS, 90, 1. 22. (Rosetta, 2nd Cent. B. C); Ella Karev, Variant Presentations
in the Ptolemaic Sacerdotal Decrees, (University of Chicago: 2018): 25-26.

(11) OGIS, 90, 1. 25. (Rosetta, 2nd Cent. B. C).

(12) Josephus. Bellum. Judaicum., 1. 31.

(13) Josephus, Antiquitates Judaicae 13, 66. “é¢mmdeidtatov DPOV TOTOV &V TQ
TPOGAYOPELOUEVD THG aypiog BovPdotewg oyvpouatt Bpdovia moikiing YANG
Kol TOV igpdv (dov peotov, ”; Ibid., 13, 70. “avéyvouév cov TV EMGTOANV
a&odvtog émrponijvoi oot 10 €v Agoviwv morer 100 ‘HAomoAitov iepov
CLUTENTOKOG avokadipal, Tposayopevduevov 8¢ thg dypiag BovPdotems. 810
Kol Bovpdlopev, e Eotal @ Oed kexapiopévov 10 kabidpvoduevov igpov v
aoelyel O Kol TAnpel ooV iepmv. ”
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( 15)P. Petr.2,13. Fr. 3, Rect. (Arsinoite 255 B. C) = P. Petr. 3,42, C 8. =P. Lond.
3.532.
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(17) P. Petr.2,13. Fr. 3, Rect. 1I. 1-10. “[Nwm]patog KAémvi yaipetv. 0 Tpdg voTov/
[T]oD OyLPOUATOG TETYOG, LEPOG LEV TL OOTOV/ TEXTMKOG £GTLV, TO O’ EmiAoumov
eépetal B6-/1e Kvduvedel meadvtog avtod dlapwvijcal 5- Tt IOV COUATOV.
KAA®G 0OV Tomcels T/ Gméydocty odTod mTomcapevog kol Sov¢ Alovo-/clmt Té
[o]ikodopmt g Evépynt e00Emg yap/ €Eayaydvieg kol mAgovt tom[w]L dmo-
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/xypnoactor Tpog Tovg Tapadedopévovs \Wiv/ deoudtag [Vt AmoAlmviov oD
drokntod. Eppwao. (¢tovg) A ABLp 15~

(18) P. Petr.2,13. Fr. 4, Rect. (Arsinoite 255 B. C) =P. Petr.3,42,C9.=P. Lond.
3. 533.

(19) P. Petr. 2, 13. Fr. 4, Rect. 1l. 1-12. [-ca.?- c]ot Ti|¢ mapa Niknpdrov [- ca.?-
TNV dnéydootv 1jon [- ca.?- kiJvo\w/vevey 10 oxOpoua [- ca.?- | Eppwco. (ETovg)
A Iodwvt k€ [- ca.?- oyJupdpatog TO dvolkodounbev [- ca.?- v uépoug yivooke
nentokdg [- ca.?- JAnupeva. dav obv uf [- ca.?- olikoddpovg ©dn ol
avolkodnuncovowy [- ca.?- | mheiova couaTo, OcOOTOS 08 [- ca.?- 10 Tpog] MPa
uépog 100 dyvpopatog &mi [- ca.?- | f1on kol TodT0 mecElv Eppwoo. (§Tovg) [A
[a]dyt kg™

(20) W. L. Westermann, “The Greek Exploitation of Egypt”, PSQ, 40, no. 4 (1925),
536; W. L. Westermann, , “Account of Lamp Oil from the Estate of Apollonius”,
Classical Philology, 19, 3, (1924), 239.

(21) M. 1. Rostovtzeft, A Large Estate in Egypt: In the Third Century B.C., a Study
in Economic History, (Madison: 1922), 177.

(22) Giinther Holbl, A4 History of the Ptolemaic Empire, Translated by Tina
Saavedra, (Psychology Press: 2001), 43.

(23) J. Bauschatz, Law and Enforcement in Ptolemaic Egypt, (Cambridge
University Press: 2013), 246.

(24) J. Bauschatz, “Ptolemaic Prisons Reconsidered.” The C B 83, no. 1 (2007): 12,
13 note 32.

(25) J. Bauschatz, Law and Enforcement in Ptolemaic Egypt, 246.
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(27) D. J. Thompson, “Irrigation and Drainage in the Early Ptolemaic Fayyum”,
PBA, 96 (London: 1999): 115, note 50; 121-122).

(28) R. J. Cook, Landscapes of Irrigation in the Ptolemaic and Roman Fayum:
Interdisciplinary Archaeological Survey and Excavation Near Kom Aushim
(Ancient Karanis), Egypt. (Dissertation: University of Michigan, 2011), 73, note
77.

(29) P.Petr. 111 119, Frag. B, v. l. 4 (Arsinoite, after 222-221 BC?).

(30) P.Tebt. 3 .2. 875, 11. 16-18. (Kerkesucha (Arsinoites) BC 175 - 125). “kai

oyvpone Kepkegohymy (1e1dptng) ortonotdv kol @V GAA@Y Enmvioyv ovbEy,”

(31) P. Berl. Zill. 1. 156/155 B. C Herakleopolis.
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156/155 ole & (Sldsilagus Vs (Sl Craie Jads OIS GaaysSusss G 1Y (132)
3yl G 6. GP. Berl. Zill. 1. 1122 VE% ple 3 Gusihssilly Osamaell Gaate Jady Laiy «
Lyl ks o3 Diosk. 6 P. : bl ¢« janysSug cindif e . Andrea Jordens, Ehebruch und
Sonstiges. Zun Archiv des Phrurachen Dioskurides, Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta, 194, (2010), 245-256.: yail «usdjhysall 4ubayall algall o5 J. Bauschatz,

Policing the Chora: Law Enforcement in Ptolemaic Egypt, (Duke University: 2005),
57-59.

(33) P. Diosk. 6, 11. 1-38 (146 BC Herakleopolite). “Atock[ovpidet] fyeuove kol
epovpapyot mapd Ap[tepdmplov kai [Ipotdpyov tdv Aptepddpov Awpéwmv/
oV ¢md[edodx]apey VmopuyAuatoc THpNL OV Pilov kol oTpa-/TNyét Hr[oxe]iTan
10 avtiypagov. afoduev obv kol o6& mpovomdijvor S5-mepi TV &V adIdL
dednAopévov-tonTov Yap yevouévov/ten&ouedo prlavipomiag. €dtdyel./ Tapnt
1OV OIloV Kol oTpatny®dV Tapd Aptepdmpov Kai [lpmtdpyov T1dV Aptepiddpov
Awpiéov./tijt ¢ Padel tod A¢ (§tovg) domopevopévov UGV v a-/ 10-¢’
‘HpaxAéovg molwv &ni TOV Oppov 000V cOV dALolg ommyika/ £yevopeda Kata TV
TOANV TNV @povcav arnd Tod @povpiov/eig v Hpoakiéovg, émkabnuevog Tig
nopeiol o0 1O Svopa/dyvooduev évéceicev tdL EVi [Mudv Apteiddpmt
gnitndec,/m¢ €oTv €k TV €OAGY®V Beopiicat, oD yop Aptepdmpov €mt-/15-
TWNOOVTOS aOTdl Kol yevnBéviov Nudv évtog Tig TOANG/TOD GYVPAONATOS
Kocov 11 kai @upolénv kol GALot GV T dvopato/ dyvood<ue>v dmbépuevot Npiv
Kol T®1 cuvaKoAovOoDVTL MUIV/Avdpovikot pebdovieg nagtiovy. Ev<t>ot pev
évaeiovtec/ mAeivBoug Kol yaikag, £Tepot 0€ Taig EaVTAV YePOEl Kol Toig oké-/20-
Aeowv, GAAOL O& &daxkvov. €y O& TOoD TQUOUTOV KIVOLVELOVTOV/MUGV Kol
Emkarovpévav Ponbodg kol tveov S tov B0pvPov/émimapayevnféviov kol
BonOnodvrov 1 ¢ T00 Kdcsmvog/kai @vporéovtog dywyic £mi TOV ppodpapyov
yevopévnc/ émekmndnoaca Aupovia tic Tive pév Ov neplefeprqueda/ 25-ipatiov
KaTQKicoto, £v 6& Tt Bopvmt Kai 0 Tod Avdpovikov/ipdtiov dmnAiidyn Exovca.
01 & oLV 10i¢ Tepl TOV Kdowva dvec/sig puyny dpuncav. Letd 8¢ 10 mapadodijvarl
TOVG O10.6aPoVUEVOVG/ Empdywt Tdt Tapd Tod @povpapyov Emumapayevndévreg/
NikoddNpoc T1¢ kKol AcKANTAdNG Kai dALol mAhsioveg doavTmg/30-uebbovieg Kol
dcovoaytec Evdov eivan Npdg &ic {18} efralovro/droyiicon udc PovAduevoL, TdV
08¢ O0i<a> tov  B6puPov  Emcuvvoybév-/tov  EmrTuncdviov  oadToilg Kol
KOTAGTNOAVTIOV MG &ig olkov/obtog dmmAldyncav. avtoi 8¢ tdt (Rv
KeKvduvevKkoTec/Kol Kabvmovoodvteg ta TG Embécemc €ic Mudg ovvtete-/35-
AécBot VO AmoAlwviov 100 ‘Hpakdeidov Appoviémg xdpv/tig éveotmong Tt
evi NuedV Tpotdpymt €mt Nikdvopog/kai ApylvakToc TpOg THY YLVOIKO ovTOD
Xpvcodv kai TOV/ pepoyevk[6]te oY ATOAAD \VI/OV TOV TPOYEYPAUUEVOV™

(34) Christelle. Fischer-Bovet, Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt, (Cambridge
University Press: 2014), 269-270.

M. Chauveau, “Nouveaux documents : kil ¢ sl 0 (usfiansletin casiyl e (Y0)

des archives de Pétéharsemtheus fils de Panebchounis™, in Acts of the Seventh

< AR
(AY+ Y1) dapl -1 - ylall saall sl oy Liasedly Bl Loyl Alsme



alllyll smt JH sma s Lilagppagll el syl age

International Conference of Demotic Studies. Copenhagen, 23-27 August 1999
(CNI Publications 27), ed. K. Ryholt, (Copenhagen: 2002), 45-57; M.
Chauveau,“La correspondance bilingue d’un illettré: Petesouchos fils de
Panobchounis”, in La lettre d’archive. Communication administrative et
personnelle dans [’antiquité procheorientale et égyptienne. Colloque Lyon, 9-10
July 2004 (Topoi Suppl. 9), ed. L. Pantalacci, (Le Caire: 2008), 27-42; P. W.
Pestman, “A Greek Testament from Pathyris: (P. Lond. inv. 2850),” JEA 55, no.
1 (1969): 129-160; P. W. Pestman, “A proposito dei documenti di Pathryis. II:
[Tépoon ¢ émyoviic,”, Aegyptus 43 (1963): 15-53; P.W. Pestman, “Les archives
privées de Pathyris a I'époque ptolémaique. La famille de Pétéharsemtheus, fils
de Panebkhounis”, in Studia Papyrologica Varia (Pap. Lugd. Bat. XIV), ed. E.
Boswinkel, P.W. Pestman and P.J. Sijpesteijn, (Leiden: 1965), 47-105; K.
Vandorpe, and S. Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ Archives. A Multicultural

Community in Hellenistic Egypt (Collectanea Hellenistica 3), (Brussels: 2009).

(36) P. Lond. 7, 2191, col. 4, 1. 36-39. (Pathyris, 116 B. C); P. W. Pestman, “A
Greek Testament from Pathyris: (P. Lond. inv. 2850),” JEA 55, no. 1 (1969): 129-
160.: dounuévne koi teBupopévng kol €oteyoouévng tihig obong €viog tod
oyvpdpartoc, Nc péteott Oaifer 10, dmd tod avtiic v (EBSOUNV) pepida,
yeltoveg: votov oikia Opdcw(vo)g, Poppd oikia Neybuiviog dva pécov poun
\amnAudtov) Koufjg/, M(Pog) oikia [Tabmdtov: kai dn’ GAANG oikiog €v TitL Gve
Tovig T0D 6yVPARATOG TV ATV (EBOOUNV) pepida, yeitoveg: voTov oikia "Qpov
T0D.

(37)P.Lond. 3, 1204 (113 B. C Pathyris) = Chr. Mitt.152.

( 38)P. Lond. 3, 880, col. 2, 1. 16-32 (Pathyris, 113 B. C). see also, P.Strasb. 2, 85,
col. 2, 11. 22- 23 (Pathyris, 113 B. C) =SB 1 5226. “TlavoByovvet oV amd voTov
Ao o J, y(ivovton) P, xol amd THg £€viog ToD OYLPOMOTOS OiKiog
awodounuévng”

(39) K. Vandorpe, and S. Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris' Archives. A
multicultural community in Hellenistic Egypt, 16, 20.

(40) J. D. Thomas, The epistrategos in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt (Opladen:
Westdeutscher Verlag, 1975), 20, 24, 40-41, 112.

(41) Christelle Fischer-Bovet, Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt, 158, 273.

(42) K. Vandorpe, and S. Waebens, Reconstructing Pathyris’ archives. A
multicultural community in Hellenistic Egypt, 16-20.

(43) K. Vandorpe, “The Ptolemaic army in Upper Egypt (2nd-1st centuries BC)”,
In L’armée en Egypte aux époques perse, ptolémaique et romaine, edited by A.-
E. Véisse and S. Wackenier, (Geneve: Droz, 2014), 111,113.

(44)BGU, 6, 1215 (3rd Cent. B. C).

AY=YY Y aa A Cysiligl) cu,u:ajs bjtm_\ (20)

(AY+ Y1) dapl -1 - ylall saall sl oy Liasedly Bl Loyl Alsme



dalllbyll smt JI sma g Lilagapagll @le ey sgblll age

EA IR EC

1- JEA = The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.
2- PSQ = Political Science Quarterly.

3- PBA = Proceedings of the British Academy.
4- CB = Classical Bulletin.

(AY+ Y1) dapl -1 - ylall saall sl oy Liasedly Bl Loyl Alsme



dalllbyll smt JI sma g Lilagapagll @le ey sgblll age

(pY- YY) dol -V - aladl sl & pall alamdly dk W) ol yudl Axe



