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MUSKAT,

Muskat is the sapital of the Kingdom of Oman, and the residence of
the Tmaum or Sultan. Tt is situated at the bottom of the cove of the
same name, and is in lat, 23° 397 5 N, long. 53° 40’ 200 E.

It is in mome parts well built, and isa place of great trade, The
Imaum’s palace is on the water side, and is a good but plain building.
On the top of a high hill, on the western side, is a large fort, ariginally
built by the Portuguese, called Jilla Farsah, and on the east side; over
the gap, is agother very strong fort, named Jilla Ali. Several small
towers and forts are scattered about on the hills, and over the pass ta
the SE. Thongh barren rocks and buildings are all that are to be scen,
yet at few plages do you get better supplics,—fruit in the season in the
greatest abundance, and some at all times of the year, particularly
limes, and remarkably fine pomegranatos: vegetables, though of the
country sort, are very good, and plentiful; beef and mution of the finest
quality; the poultry, though small, is good ; and fish of the finest qua-
lity, and at all times, in the greatest abundance.

The population of Muskat is constantly fluctuating, At times is
amounts to near thirty thousand souls; at other times there is not more
than ten or twelve thonsand. There are about two thousand Banians
seltled here, who carry on a thriving trade, They are patient and
enduring, and have little or no expenses. They are brokers to most of
the Arab merchanis, and generally agenis to any European ship that
trades to this place, Some of them have great infiuenece with the
I'maum, who finds it greatly to his interest, and the benefit of his revenues,
to give them every oncouragement. There are twelva or fourteen
merchant ships and brigs belonging to the poriof M uskat, of from one
thousand te two hundred tons burden,

To the small places before deseribed, there belong nearly two hundred
large trading boais, that irade to India, Kutch, the Coast of Mukran,
Sind, the varions ports in the Gulf of Persia and the Red Bea, the island
of Zanzibar, and the Coast of Africa. The ships trade to Bengal, the
Isle of Franee, Bourbon, and Malabar Coast.

The imports are piece goods, both of British and Tndian manufactare,
indigoe, timber, rice, sugar-candy, sugar, eoffee, spices, dried fruits;dates, .

(DTOR/R/15/1/732. Selections from the Records of the Bombay Government,
p-58.
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sall, penris, and slaves. A lnrge guantity of ghee, and =0irie cotlon, are
also imported from Bipdaud Kutch. HMost of thest arlicles are vither
sold fo the-inland tribes; or again Gxported coast-wayy along ke
Tmanm's territory, or into, Pirsia or "Tarkish Arabia. T'he exporis are
gums, drogs, dates, dried froits, sharkiins; sall; salt fish, &nd asses—iha
latter generally 1o the Isle of France or Bonrhon.

To give some idea of the trade, I needonly mention what the amonnt
paid by the Banian who larmed the customs was in 1827, viz. one lakh
and eighty-eight thensand Crerman erowns, Munskat takes off from
Mangalore and the Malabar Coast annually abont fonr or five hondred
thowsand morahs of rice, besides immense guaniifies of timber, pepper
and cardamaoins, A large quaniity of the My=ore coltee jaalso'exportel
from the Malabar Coast by vesscls belonging to Muoskat and s de-
pendenaies.

The Tmanm himzell issone of the principal merchants of the place:
4 wvevy greal portion of the teade isin his bands; and also-mueh of
that ts Bourbon and the Isle of Franee, The inhabitants are Arabeof
varipns tribes, and mesly Mahomedane af the Soonee geet; and thouzh
many Bhaikhs fromthe Muokran and Persian Coastsare setlled hﬁlfﬂ_.r.lﬂ
under the present Trngum are alike protecied.

Bymd Saeed bin Soltan, the present Tmaum or Sultan, succeeded his
elder brather, who was appointed by his cousin Biddoo bin Jaafin
1806ar 1807, He is now about kfty-two or fifiy-three yearsof age, ol 2
mosl prepossessing appearance, snd gentlemanly manners; snd i3 pos-
sessed pleonsiderable’abilities..  He is a carefal politician ; lm_wnli.‘h_ﬁ!
carelolly all politieal events in India or Arabia, and, as fay as he'camn,
turns fhem fo the advantage of his Government. He is much aﬂ?li'il‘lﬁ_ﬁ_
1o the English, both Trom perzonal feelings, and gratitade for lhc'l_tﬂ_ﬁiﬂ;t
ange they have given him ot varions times.

The Imanm has established g very respectable naval foree, which s,
with the island of Zangibar, his principal eareand stndy. His navy
-congists of one seventy-foue (Lbelieve now sent 10 Bngland as & present
tothe king) s the Sheh Alfwm, a doable-banked frigate of .l'iﬁy guns; he
Curotine, of forty gans; Pledmontese and Muesiafn, of thirty gofs
vach; Ralcmany, corvetls, r:ffwnnl:y-lwn puns: three brigsand schoonirs,
ol eighttotwelve gnnsench; besidesfonr wmﬁnggalnwsandsi; Buteels;
carrying from four io tem goos each., He lhas also several nerchunt
vessels, His dominions extend from the 22n6d to the 27th degree-of N
Eﬂ-f-; and from the 55th to the 80th degree of 15, long, comprising what
5 wsually termod the Kingdom of Oman, and has a sen eonstof nesr
five hundred miles,

- Fhe island of Zanzibar, on the Coastof Africa, rome small places on
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@ JOR/L/PS/20/C227. Message from the Hon'ble Governor to Imam of
Muscat, p. 337.
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©) IOR/L/PS/20/C227. Letter from the Broker at Maskat to the Governor of
Bombay, pp.337,338.
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@ TOR/L/PS/20/C227. From the Samuel Manesty (Resident at Bassora) to the
Governor and Council at Bombay, pp.355- 357.
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) JOR/L/PS/20/C227. From Jonathan Duncan, To Captain John Malcolm,
pp-363- 365.

(Y 1Y) 2528 ST sl @ yall dyLandly Al Elulyll Al



(VA= IYYT) A gt 239 e Auiloadl BB olamd illay ) a3l ples ey olaal /o

YVA s ¥ B cgliags aSla Aluy S

(Y 1Y) 2528 ST sl @ yall dyLandly Al Elulyll Al



(VA= IYYT) A gt 239 e Auiloadl BB olamd illay ) a3l ples ey olaal /o

‘QQAJQPSBUJ!MM@LAQ@&“;SLEQJ,\S\ cuhal) Ja gy (pe Al
LONVA G ) ,i8 ¥4 géliJjAchhaAJw e g Jua yo Al

© JOR/L/PS/20/C227. From Mr. Bagle, To the Governor of Bombay and
Council, pp.379- 380.
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