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Conclusion

I was left wondering how Peter would manage his gender disorder as a young adult.
His final image so graphically conveyed his predicament. He felt both male and female,
neither one nor the other. This made me think about how Peter, who never knew his
father, became part of a care system Where the male role became marginalized. It is a
common problem for boys in care that there is a lack of strong male role models. They
become ‘father hungry', often 'hidden behind a facade of anger or apathy, [with] either
scapegoating or idealization of the absent father leading to negative identifications'
(Wrighton 2006: 2). Talking of the 'gender-linked needs' of boys in care, Wrighton
describes how boys 'need to legitimately express their tendency towards physicality, which
among other things can facilitate the acquisition of skills'. However, 'Male foster carers and
adoptive parents often say agencies focus on the negative "risk-led" aspect of their
involvement.. . the parenting task, be it foster or adoptive parenting, is still seen as the
woman's role The problem for Peter was that the male staff caring for him during his
adolescence found it hard to understand him and tolerate their own fears and the
challenges that Peter presented them with. Having left a community that was
predominantly female, in his new placement Peter was secure but immersed in a male
environment where his peers were boys and his carers male. Paradoxically this may have
placed Peter at greater risk of abuse, or of becoming the perpetrator of abuse.

By abusing others, Peter could avoid feeling powerless. In his situation of feeling
potentially so rejected he could also demonstrate to parental figures the extent of the abuse
perpetrated on him. Peter's offence made his problems more conscious and allowed him
access to greater safety in the near future and probably for his adult life.
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