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Symbolic Connotations in the Rock Art in Saudi Arabia
As an Approach for Developing the Archaeological Awareness
Among the Students of King Saud University
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Research Summary: The goal of the research is to identify the symbolic
connotations of rock paintings in Saudi Arabia (Al-Quwaiya region ) (Pre-
Islamic era) by describing and categorizing the aesthetic and plastic
characteristics of rock paintings in their historical and cultural context, as an
entry point for the development of archaeological awareness among the
students of King Saud University. The literature of the study dealt with the
stone paintings of the Ancient Period in the Kingdom, as well as the entrances
to the preservation of heritage arts and its role in promoting historical identity,
as well as the analysis of the content of the automatic symbolic semantics in
rock paintings. The researcher used the descriptive analytical method to collect
data on the elements of rock drawings, and the semi-experimental method, to
apply to a sample of (12) students by (6) students for both the experimental and
the control group, the researcher used the analysis of the content of the rock
drawings in order to build the measure of wealth awareness. The study came
out with results that determine the archaeological values of rock paintings in
Saudi Arabia through its symbolic connotations represented by the historical
dimension and the spatial environment, the study recommended addressing
other archaeological sites in the Kingdom, which directly contributes to the
promotion of archaeological awareness.

Keywords: Symbolic Connotations, Rock Art, Archaeological Awareness.
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