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Research Summary

Theme VII: Arts and political and social integration of African and Arab women for
sustainability.

2 - Conceptual transformations of the mental image of women in arts and the local
and regional collective consciousness.

Research Title

The symbolic and expressive connotations of the plastic icons included in the drawing
and portrayal of women in contemporary Egyptian art.

The visual symbol and its connotations which are related to the culture, creed and
civilization of man have been used since the Neolithic era up till now. Women have
been associated in contemporary art with a number of elements and icons, which have
been required, to express women through various different artistic compositions. Such
icons, which could be studied in the field of drawing and arts, can create plastic
methods to enrich the contemporary painting that reflect the conceptual
transformations of the mental image of women in arts and the collective
consciousness of local and regional Egyptian society. This is done through the
classification and analysis of art works in the field of drawing and painting, with
contemporary Egyptian painters such as (Hamed Nada, Jamil Shafig, Abdel Hadi Al-
Jazar, Omar Al-Najdi, Munir Kanaan, Hilmi Al-Tuni, Zeinab Al-Sejini, Effat Naji and
Amal Qanwi). In such works, women represent the main artistic component of the
artistic work, accompanied by composition elements, which were repeated more than
once by the artist or more than one artist; this is used in order to recognize what
values these icons of expression contribute to enriching the work of art, and what
could be achieved from the analysis of symbolic and expressive meanings of these
plastic icons that accompany women in the artistic composition.

Keywords: Symbolic - Expressionism - The plastic icon.
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