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The conceptual foundations of participatory arts in light of
the theory of reception
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(4) Xavier Roux: 2007, "Participation in contemporary art", Washington DC, USA, p1-2.
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The conceptual foundations of participatory arts in light of the theory of reception
Research summary

The recipient shares the artist in the process of aesthetic enjoyment of artwork.
The relationship between the artist and the recipient has been the focus of interest of
critics and thinkers throughout the ages. Until the first half of the 20th century, the
dominant interest was aimed at the study of the methods of artists and the diversity of
their orientations and the social and cultural context affecting their artistic production,
in addition to the fields of research in the visual formations of the works, and its special
values and aesthetics.

The role of the recipient and his active participation in the artwork did not
receive sufficient attention from the artists and critics. By the end of the 1960s, critical
studies and theories had shifted from the interest in the composer (artist) and the work
to the reader or the recipient in general, so, the theory of receiving has emerged, which
was concerned with the reader (the recipient) and what he raises in the text (work),
regardless of the work and personality of the author or artist, as it focused entirely on
the role played by the recipient in the completion of the work of the artist, in a way
coping almost with the emergence of this theory, and the post modern arts, and the
contemporary arts have adopted the principle of interest in the recipient, as the core of
the art work, as well as a number of arts have emerged, such as society art, participatory
art, dialogical art, and others, in confirmation of the role the viewer or the recipient
performs in the physical and conceptual perception of art work, as the main component
of such arts is the active and effective participation of by the recipient.

Then, this research turns to study the theory of reception in terms of its
emergence, its cognitive origins and its critical contributions, which have resonated in
postmodern art trends, contemporary arts in general, and participatory arts in particular,
in addition to studying the effect of reception theory on the formation of the
conceptual bases of selections from participatory arts, which contributes to linking the
field of critical theoretical studies and their applications in various fields, especially in
the field of criticism, appreciation and art history.
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