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. A LITTLE SONG

DMITRI KABALEVSKY

At the first possible opportunity, the teacher should draw the attention of the student to the fact that our
piano can “sing”, and must be made to sing. This little piece offers such an opportunity.Use real legato:
strictest connection from finger to finger, without raising fingers much above keys. The accompanying
thirds and chords are tobe played p to pp. The editor suggests that no pedal be used.
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2. PLAYING BALL

This charming and picturesque little piece is an excellent recital number. The arms (not only hands) should
move freely, and “fall down” easily and gracefully on each first beat of the bar. Swing the arm, as if actually
throwing and catching the ball. A sharp and light accent on every count of “one”. The fingering by the com-
poser (4-3-2) for the repeated notes is most decidedly to be preferred to the so often used (3-2-1).
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4. AN OLD DANCE

A short, graceful little minuet that calls for afirm, yet lilting rhythm. Avoid a harsh accent on the first
beat; but play the notes oneach second and third beat very lightly. The embellishments (asin bars 1, 5, etc.)
could be omitted entirely in case they are too difficult for a young student: this is much better than a clumsy

performance— or muddling of the time and rhythm.
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5. A LITTLE FAIRY TALE

A marvelous little study in color. It should be played throughout with a sharp, dry, determined staccato.
Use forearm stroke (not wrist) with firm, pointed fingers. Stay close tokeys. Work for an effective ending:
a gradual dimipuendo, — a fading away in the last four bars. Do not use pedal.
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6. HAVING FUN

In this amusing little humoresque, the student should work for (1) great evenness and (2) speed. Economy of
motion is a basic requirement in striving for speed: move hands along surface of keys without raising hands
or fingers— simply let hands glide into next position. Do not use pedal.
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The editor suggests that each hand be studied separatel
light, yet crisp staccato chords in the right hand. The studen

7. TOCCATINA

play his own accompaniment. No pedal is used.

y: the deep, singing legato in the left hand, and the
t learns in this piece to sing at the piano and
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