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The contexts of homeland and identity in the artworks of Mona Hatoum

Fakhriya Al-Yahyai
Associate professor & Head of Art Education Department
Sultan Qaboos University- college of Education- Oman
fakhriya@squ.edu.om

Abstract:

This research aims to present and exam the experience of Mona Hatoum which is
considered as one of the most representative artist of the social situation in
Palestine; focusing on the contexts of the homeland and identity. The follower of
Mona Hatoum artworks finds that her works carry out the identity and
individuality of Palestinian which are linked to politics and citizenship. It can also
note the case of alienation from her homeland which is never been forgotten even
when she far from it.

The researcher used the descriptive analytical method to exam and analyze a
number of artist artworks which related to the contexts of the homeland and
identity. Through the visual analysis of her artworks it show that the artist used
most developed techniques of contemporary art in the processes of her art
production including metal sculptures, installation art, video art and body
performances with aiming to express the hidden energy and power of herself.

The investigation process in her artworks show deep emotional involvement and
engagements with her homeland even she is far from it. The icons and symbols of
identity were seen in the expression process of place, events and affiliations
whether direct or indirect way with aim of establishing homesick values. Her
experience becomes a model of investigating the artist's memory or what she
could observed around her in order to express artist's feeling and identity using
shapes, symbols and signs.

This research concluded that the homeland themes are synonymous with themes
of identity and the experience of Mona Hatoum is a real experience and worth to
be investigated deeply form other different dimensions.
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