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Abstract : 

Collocations have been approached differently by different linguists, and 

a plethora of books have been written about this term. Since neologisms 

are intruding into English language, it is time now to look at some 

terminologies that hourly appear in English. The parameters by which 

linguists can judge whether a combination of newly formed bundle of 

words is classified as a collocation are made easier by the support of 

AntConc. Software which shows the MI score and the frequency of co-

occurrence of these items in a specific context by a specific user. The 

present study may yield some results for lexicographers who are 

interested in creating new dictionaries of collocations. Further, teaching 

students these combinations in writing will extensively and effectively 

add to their authenticity in writing.  

 

في المصاحبات اللغوية الغير معتادة التي استخدمها ترامب في نوفمبر  ية سياسة التسم

 2020وديسمبر  

 ملخص البحث    

الرئيس   يستخدمها  التي  معتادة  الغير  اللغوية  للمصاحبات  لغوية  دراسة  يتناول  البحث  هذا 

يه في الفترة ما بين  العامة و حواراته التليفزيونية مع منافسالأمريكي دونالد ترمب في خطاباته  

والتي يستخدم فيها المصاحبة اللغوية )الفيروس الصيني( والتي لم   2020نوفمبر و ديسمبر  

تظهر من قبل في المتن القومي الأمريكي . تم استخدام برنامج )انتكونك ( الذي يقوم بإحصاء  

انتهي الباحث   مثالا . و  79ابات ترمب والذي بلغ عددها  وحصر هذه المصاحبة اللغوية في خط

لف بأن  تفيد  التي  الصيني(  للنتيجة  )الفيروس  معتاد    –ظ   غير  كونه  من  الرغم  يرقي    –علي 

الممكن  . ومن  الحدوث  وتلازم  التكرار  مثل  اللغوية  للمعايير  طبقا  اللغوية  المصاحبة  لمستوي 

 ترمب.د ترمب حيث انها تكررت عدة مرات فى خطب اعتبار هذا اللفظ مصاحبة لغويه عادية عن
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Introduction and rationale :  

       This is a corpus-based study dealing with a sociolinguistic analysis of 

the collocates used by Trump during his presidential campaign, and how 

far his idiostyle - as someone who is inexperienced outsider – is diverted 

from the norm of frequency of occurrence of the same words used in 

American National Corpus(ANC). The study looks at both consistency 

and variation in using particular discourse strategies in different contexts 

such as speeches, debates and media. Trump’s body language is not listed 

in the present study.  

            In the last four years Trump used strong verbiage, a profusion of 

lexis which were, and still are, of evasive and obscure content. These 

words are like:  

Winning/ Stupid/Weak/Loser/Fake news/Deep State/ Political 

Correctness/ the Swamp/ smart/ tough/ dangerous/ bad/ 

veterans/Amazing/make America great 

again/tremendous/terrific/military/ out of control/Classy. (1) 

     (See appendix for full sentences.)  

          Other websites used words like: zero/you’ll find/bigly/huge 

(pronounced as yuge) (2)  

Trump’s language is hyper-masculine and unhedged. His debates with his 

rivals like Clinton and Biden, as Sclafani (2017) posited , prove that he 

has a ‘uniquely idiosyncratic’ way of using ‘believe me’  phrase to 

encourage audience’s  participation and to give him some legitimacy. 

Sclafani’s study is mainly a qualitative description of Trump’s words. 

Also, his use of ‘others’ is clear. Further, his word braggadocious ,to use 

Trump’s idiolect, means boasting. 

The rationale of the present study is twofold: first to see how far 

Trump bears a negative attitude towards China. This will be 

linguistically substantiated by examples from his speeches in the last 

few months. Second, the point that Trump violates the constraints of 

forming collocations will be verified.  

Definitions of terms: 

                 Halliday 1964 posits that the ‘tendency to co-occurrence is the 

basic formal pattern into which lexical items enter’ and this is ‘known as 

collocations’. Halliday proceeds that a lexical set is a group of words 

occurring together.  This co-occurrence is discussed in table 3 below 

where AntConc shows how far the word virus is adjacent to the word 

China .Halliday provides three examples of ‘seat, chair and settee’ which 

closely co-occur with words like ‘comfortable and sit.’ Other examples 

are given by Halliday are ‘shop and emporium’ which show similar 

semantic properties but they have different ‘collocational range.’ In other 

words, the semantic equivalence of two words is not a criterion for having 
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the same collocational range. The two parts of the collocation which are 

called collocates do show mutual expectancy meaning that they mutually 

expect each other. Halliday proceeds defining the collocation criteria: 

The formal criterion of collocation is taken as crucial because 

it is more objective, accurate and susceptible to observation 

than the contextual criterion of referential or conceptual 

similarity. Lexical choice therefore is different from 

grammatical choice… there is no line to be drawn between 

those that can and those that cannot be chosen. There are 

only more probable and less probable items  . This type of 

choice is more complex than the systematic choice of 

grammar .                                (Halliday 1964:pp.33-35) 

 Halliday‘s words show that it is much more easier to 

demarcate collocation criterion because they are more 

observable than those of grammatical structure. 

Previous studies: 

        The present study tackles presidential use of collocations as well as 

syntactic structures involving the word China. (Chafe & Tannen, 1987), 

Chafe (1994) talk about spoken vs. written discourse, M.Silverstein 

(2003) tackles the linguistics of presidential style, (1994), G.Lakoff, 

(2016) deals with Trump’s use of repetition. Sclafani, (2015),  J.Guo 

(2016); and M.Newman (2015) tackle Trump’s geographic origin as a 

New York businessman who undoubtedly forms and manifests his 

conversational style. 

                On the collocation level, Jeehee (2003) deals with pedagogical 

applications for adult non-native speakers of English learning lexical 

collocations and their relation to spoken fluency of English. Li et. 

al.(2015) deal with the syntactic, as well as semantic constraints 

governing the formation of collocations. Khairova et. al.(2018) deal with 

‘Synonymous Collocation Pairs from a Text Corpus where synonymous 

collocates represent a problem for (NLP) natural language processing’.  

Biel,  L. et al. (2018) deal with legal Collocations language used in the 

European Union meetings. It is a  Corpus-based study of EU expressions 

used during their sessions. O'Dell & McCarthy (2008) only provide a 

long list of collocations used in English language in different contexts as 

work, lifestyle , environment and modern world. They also tackle strong 

collocations as ‘inclement weather’ and ‘auburn hair’ and weak ones as 

‘broad agreement’,’broad smile’ and ‘broad accent.’ Their book addresses 

advanced learners of English. Gelbukh & Kolesnikova (2013) conducted  

 ‘a series of computer experiments on verb-noun 

collocations using machine learning methods in 

order to test a linguistic point that collocations in 



 (72)  
Occasional Papers 

Vol. 71: July (2020) 
ISSN 1110-2721 

the language do not form an unstructured 

collection but are language items related via what 

we call collocational isomorphism, represented 

by lexical functions of the Meaning-Text 

Theory.’ 

  Gelbukh & Kolesnikova are mainly interested in collocation to 

support their        views in NLP which is a branch of linguistics to 

shed light on how computers help human to process any amount of 

data .Thus, it is worth noting that there exist constraints on 

collocation use. Gelbukh & Kolesnikova both show the necessity for 

linguists to ‘extract collocations from corpora and annotate them with 

lexical functions automatically.’  

From the previous studies, it is worth mentioning that no other studies 

deal with this particular combination of words China + virus which is 

used by Trump in this particular period.  

  

Methods and theoretical framework: 

        Ant-Conc. software 3.5.8 version will be used to statistically highlight 

the frequency of occurrence of the word China in 79 examples taken from 

15 speeches delivered by Trump a few months prior leaving the office. The 

software will also display the most frequently adjacent constituents to the 

word China looking at the score of Mutual Information (MI) 

 

Analysis and discussions: 

China in Trump’s discourse 

It is worth mentioning that the collocation China virus is not observed in 

ANC. Several examples of the word China have been elicited from the 

corpus, but the collocation is not observed in all files. Examples of the 

word China are manifested in 11th of September reports, travel guides, 

oral and telephone conversation, quotation and commercial articles. The 

following tables from (a) till (i) substantiate this fact, therefore stressing 

the assumption that Trump made up this unusual collocation probably to 

propagate a policy or to criticize China’s administration: 
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table (a) 

 

 
                                                          

Table (b) 
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                                                       Table (c) 

 

 
                                                          

Table (d) 
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Table (e) 

 
                                                          Table (f) 

 
                                                         Table (g) 
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                                                          Table (h) 

 
                                                          Table (i) 

Though the word China  is almost always collocated with ‘made in 

China, cups and Chinaware, best china for the visitors and  fine bone 

china tableware ’(see Online dictionaries),in the last few months Trump 

used the word China  in a specific way when he started naming the Covid 

19 Chinese virus (3). He also talked of China as a human being:” China 

has taken a very hard hit over the last few months… and China is very 
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smart”(4) Trump adds that ,”China tries to say that the virus comes from 

American soldiers.”(5) 

In other contexts, Trump refers to China as an equivalent to the Chinese 

people themselves: China, they should do a deal. “Somebody should take 

on China.” He proceeds, “I call for a ban for people coming from 

China”(6) On another occasion Trump answered a reporter who asked 

why so many people died from Covid19 in USA:”Don’t ask me ,ask 

China”(7).Further , many people regard it unethical to associate a disease 

with an ethnic group. 

In one of his speeches on Thanksgiving 2020, he says, 

 “Your mission to support our 

soldiers on the ground and deliver 

precious cargo where it needs to 

go, including transporting 18 tons 

of medical equipment during the 

China virus pandemic…. we’re 

going to have to do something 

because I look at what China was 

doing… They don’t want America 

First. You know why? Because 

China doesn’t want it. China 

expressed their wish, “Please get 

rid of America first,” (8) 

                 Fifteen speeches by Trump were picked from the website:                        

https://www.rev.com/blog/transcript-category/donald-trump-transcripts,   

and it has been found that Trump used the word China 79 times within 2 

months before losing the election: 

 
                                (Table 1) Frequency of occurrence of the word China 

https://www.rev.com/blog/transcript-category/donald-trump-transcripts
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                   From the appendix, it is clear that Trump collocates the word 

China with negative issues like ‘plague/epidemic, the virus, secret bank 

account, wish America to die first’ and many other bad things like calling 

Covid19 as ‘that China thing, real dirt , higher deficit with CHINA, the 

president of CHINA is being transparent.’ See Appendix below. 

                   The frequent occurrence of the word China is very clear in one of 

his speeches that lasts for 27 minute, and it was hit 54 times in text 11.(See 

table 2 below): 

 
                                   (Table 2) Concordance Plot of the word China  

                 On the syntactic level, the word China is adjacent to prepositions 

like to and from. Also it is preceded by verbs like make and followed by 

nouns like virus, plague pandemic, as shown in tables 3 and 4 below: 
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             Table 3 showing the adjacent constituents of the word China 

(examples 1-17) 

 
Table 4 showing the adjacent constituents of the word China (examples 19-36) 

  To translate both tables 3 and 4 into statistical data, one can use AntConc. 

Software to see which adjacent constituent has the largest frequency, and 

also its range of occurrence. Figure 5 below shows that the highest range 

and frequency that occur most adjacent to the word China is the word 

plague where it occurs three times to the left and five times to the right: 
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                   Table 5 showing the range and the frequency of the word plague    

       By clicking on the word plague which bears the highest frequency, as 

well as the highest range, one can have the next few strings where the word 

plague appears vey adjacent to the word China. (See table 6 below):  

 

 
Table 6 showing frequency of the word Plague to the left and to the right 

-Constraints on collocations behavior : 

        Collocations do have constraints like syntactic, pragmatic, prosodic and 

stylistic constraints. It is worthy mentioning that a collocation is not an 

Idiom, as the former means a popular combination of two words which has a 

direct meaning, whereas the latter is a ‘stand-in for something else.’ Gledhill 

(2000) specifies 3 conditions for the existence of collocations: ‘co-

occurrence, construction and expression’. As for co-occurrence, a collocation 

must be statistically frequent in a text. It should also contain a base (in this 

case it is the word VIRUS or PLAGUE) and a collocate functioning as 

modifying the base (in this case it is the word CHINA).It is clear then that 

Trump observed the first condition. Regarding the second condition of 

construction, it posits that a collocation is a relation between a lexeme 

(VIRUS) and a lexical grammatical pattern (CHINA VIRUS) a noun 
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modifying another noun in this case. The third condition is the pragmatic one 

which measures how far the collocation is pragmatically convenient in the 

situation. The question now is whether Trump uses collocations by chance or 

is there a significance of using the combination of China and virus ? As far as 

language is concerned, using collocates is never random, and Trump 

intentionally uses these collocations to politically reach a target. The common 

use of MI score and adjacency principles in tables 3 and 4 above is a 

linguistic evidence of Trump’s intention to verbally attack China. 

There is a clear evidence that Trump’s combination of both words, China and 

virus can be classified as a collocation, since they both satisfy the four 

parameters used by Eva Lucía Jiménez-Navarro (2019) who posits that the 

frequency of co-occurrence of both elements in the corpus, the degree of the 

semantic compositionality with the semantic transparency, and the existence 

of both Headwords in the combination are all elements applicable to Trump’s 

collocations. By compositionality, Jiménez-Navarro means that the ‘semantic 

interpretation is a compositional function of the elements of which it is 

composed’ 

Limitation of the present study: 

              A question arises now: does Trump talk behind closed doors in 

in the same manner as he talks on mediated discourse? In other words can 

future studies capture both FRONTSTAGE and BACKSTAGE talk? A 

researcher will be so lucky gaining an access to that BACKSTAGE talk. 

It is known that televised interviews are heavily edited, and this makes it, 

by logic, unnatural and unauthenticated. Further, any data-based study is 

limited by itself because Trump’s speeches and his use of vast stock of 

vocabulary are immense, and some of his speeches are highly 

confidential, especially when he deals with national security advisers. The 

efforts to make a larger dictionary comprising synonyms and collocations 

are still far from feasible. These efforts need a large team of linguists who 

will extensively divide these collocations into genres like legal, medical, 

and military ones.  

           Another limitation of the present study is whether Trump’s 

collocation (CHINA VIRUS or CHINA PLAGUE) will appear in any 

Monolingual Dictionary in the coming 50 years. This dictionary of course 

must be phrase-centered not word-centered, which makes the whole 

process a labor-intensive one, even with the support of a computer 

software. 

Pedagogical Implications: 

               It is well known that adding new collocations to the language is 

enrichment for both language and its learners. Creating new collocations 

adds new semantic dimensions to meanings and their ranges in the 

language. Teaching our students to use collocations properly makes their 
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language look natural, and also makes them easily remembered because 

language is acquired in chunks. For instance, students can learn the 

collocation regular exercise faster than exercise. Also, students can learn 

richer ways to express themselves. Collocations syntactically contain 

different parts of speech where students can parse each one separately 

like: excruciating pain (ADJ. + NOUN), surge of anger (NOUN + 

NOUN). 

 

                             

                                                             Notes  

 

1-https://www.yourdictionary.com/slideshow/donald-trump-20-most-

frequently-used-words.html . Accessed on November 22nd 2020 

2-https://www.dictionary.com/e/s/trumps-favorite-words-trump-

speak/#covfefe. Accessed on November 22nd 2020. 

3- https://theconversation.com/donald-trumps-chinese-virus-the-politics-

of-naming-136796. Accessed on November 29th 2020. 

4-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19WuYCnBx4o. Accessed on 

November 29th 2020. 

5- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dl78PQGJpiI. Accessed on 

November 29th 2020. 

6- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDdyn4Kbffs. Accessed on 

November 30th 2020. 

7- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zBCeS7wf7w. Accessed on 

November 30th 2020. 

8- https://www.rev.com/blog/transcripts/donald-trump-thanksgiving-call-

to-troops-transcript-2020-addresses-possibility-of-conceding-election. 

Accessed on December 2nd 2020. 
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