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ABSTRACT

This study aims to relevant cognitive deformations among a sample group composed of
persons arrested by Jeddah Police Departments against the background of ‘ethical, physical
assault, financial’ offences. Additionally, it aims to recognize the differences at the levels of
cognitive deformations between ordinary persons who had been subject to police arrest. To this
aim, the study has employed the analytical descriptive approach. Sample group of the study was
composed of 162 persons under arrest by Jeddah Police Departments, 54 persons for each three
offences related to ‘physical, financial or ethical assault’ and 162 respondents (normal persons).
Members of the sample group were subject to test and a questionnaire to measure
misconceptions and cognitive deformations (designed by Haron, 2017)

Findings of the study revealed that those who were under arrest had suffering from
minor cognitive disorders embodied in rebuke and self-flagellation, followed by exaggeration in
objectives, levels and performance standards. Also, obligatory standards were in the third rank,
followed by intellectual petrification. Extremist thought has been ranked number fifth, then
followed by exaggeration, passive nomination. Magnification comes in the eighth rank. Thought
reading is ranked ninth, followed by underestimation, over-passive generalization.
Personification comes in the final rank.

Findings also revealed statistically differences in cognitive deformations between those
members under arrest and ordinary respondents. These differences were in favor of those
members under arrest in all dimensions of cognitive deformations, except for the dimensions of
thought reading and exaggeration in objectives, levels and performance standards. Also,
unstatistically differences of cognitive deformations between those members under arrest
according to the typ were found.

Keywords: Cognitive deformations, prisoners, police stations, Jeddah.



