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Children depression in its relation with abuse treatment-study on female
sample in late childhood

May Sail Fawaz Al-Harthi and Prof. Zakaria A. AlsherpeniAhmed
Faculty of Art and Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to identify depression variance in children according to
the difference of the level of child abuse treatment (high —-moderate — low). The researcher
has adopted in this study the descriptive causal variance - relational method as it suits the
nature and the objectives of the study. The researcher conducted a study on a sample selected
accidently of (348) female children in their late childhood at class 5 and six in Jeddah
Elementary schools (For the year 2012/2013). For depression measurement, the researcher
relied on Birleson Depression Self-rating Scale for Children as well as parents abuse
treatment and neglect Scale for Normal and abnormal Children. After verification of validity
and reliability of the study tools, depending on factor analysis, content validity, split half
method and Cronbach’s Alpha method, the researcher examined the hypothesis by means,
standard deviations, gurtiles and one way analysis of variance, Scheffe test, measurement of
the strength of relationship in analysis of variance (Epsilon coefficient) and the explained
variance (Omega coefficient). The study reveals that Depression degree in children varies
according to difference in the level abuse treatment (High — moderate — low). The researcher
recommends that parents should be made aware of the psychological adverse effect of abuse
treatment on children through media programs or training courses that show correct methods
of children up growing in order to avoid abuse treatment. TV programs and seminars should
be held to eliminate Saudi families about the best ways for children upbringing or
socialization.



