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ABSTRACT

During the last decade, the Egyptian Government has proposed a new map for urban
development at the national level, aiming to increase the percentage of the inhabited areas
and settling various economic activities in the frontier, and hinterland regions to increase the
total inhabited area from 7% to 11% of the total area of Egypt until 2032.

The presented studies at the national and regional level (governorates), focused
mainly on the exploitation of natural resources and land to generate economic activities, as
well as, the establishment of new communities as a process to achieve economic and social
development through creating employment opportunities. Although the environmental studies
are included in the preparation of various studies, the outcomes of the proposed land use
plans are not tested to measure their impacts on achieving sustainability, neither during the
planning process nor at the end of land-use planning strategy. Therefore, a new approach
needed to be integrated within the planning process as evaluation tools for urban plans at the
governorate level, which allows the amendment of proposed plans, and mitigation actions to
reduce the severity of the impacts. Consequently, the paper will discuss a number of topics
that contribute the amending of the regional land use planning methodology, which ensures
the governance of the spatial development based on the effective use of resources, and
develops a mechanism to introduce a future regional land use, that will take the dimensions of
sustainable development into consideration. The research suggested a methodology for
preparing a land-use plan for the governorates through a number of steps that took into
account the suitable spatial planning patterns for the governorates, with the applying of the
“Hypercube” systematic decision support framework, and other frameworks that aim
ensuring the considered other sustainability aspects effectively in plan-making.

Key words: Regional Land Use - Spatial Planning - Ecological Footprint -Territorial Impact
Assessment.


mailto:ebtehala@hotmail.com

