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Students’ Thinking Styles and their relationship with
academic achievement and some other variables
« A field study at University of Sharjah ”

Summary:

This research paper aims at identifying students’ thinking styles at
the University of Sharjah and examining their relationship with academic
achievement, economic level, specialization and gender. A random
sample of cluster was selected from some of colleges of the University of
Sharjah, which included 422 students (160 males and 262 females).The
students responded to a thinking styles inventory that developed by
“Sternberg & Wagner”, which included 65 items. Resu!té indicated that
participants prefer multiple thinking styles; they also indicated that males
prefer execﬁtive thinking style, while females prefer hierarchic thinking
style. The internal thinking style was the lowest favored by both males
and females. The results also indicated that there are no statistically
significant differences (p<0.05) batween academic achievement and the

oligarchic thmkmg style, while other thinking styles had stafistically
significant dtﬁerences (p<0.05) with the level of academic achievement.
Furthermore, the results indicated that there are statistically significant
differences (ng.OS) between students’ executive thinking style, in favor
of Medicine, Enginéering and Sharia speciaiiz.ation. The study also found
statistically significant differences (p<0.05) between males and females in
their preference for executive, global, interal and external thinking styles,
in favor of males. In addition, there were statistically significant differences
(p<(C.05) between males and females in their preference for monarchic
thinking style, in favor of females. Finally, the researcher presents several
recommendations for using different thinking styles in University of
Sharjah. -
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