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Abstract:
This paper is concerned with
comparing and analyzing the maritime

experience in some poems of Alcaeus,

Horace and Cavafy. This is done in
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relation with three levels of the symbol
and metaphor (existential - political -
amatory), in order to show the
similarities and dissimilarities of the
features and dimensions of the
maritime voyage in these poems, and
how this metaphorical maritime
element appears in a complex form,
compared to the central text of the
maritime voyage (i.e Homer's Odyssey).
My aim, in this context, is to suggest that
there are some echoes of the maritime
experience of the Latin poetry in the poetic

experience of Cavafy.

Keywords:
. Metaphor— symbol- Metonymy -
Maritime experience- existential

experience - Political experience -

Amatory experience— Classical -
post—classical- propempticon
(farewell poem)- Sequential

comparison - Alter-ego
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O navis, referent in mare te novi

fluctus. o quid agis? fortiter occupa
portum. nonne vides, ut
nudum remigio latus.

5 et malus celeri saucius Africo

antemnaeque gemant ac sine funibus
vix durare carinae
possint imperiosius

aequor? non tibi sunt integra lintea,

10 non di, quos iterum pressa voces malo.
guamvis Pontica pinus,
silvae filia nobilis,

iactes et genus et nomen inutile:

nil pictis timidus navita puppibus
15 fidit. tu, nisi ventis
debes ludibrium, cave.

nuper sollicitum quae mihi taedium,

nunc desiderium curaque non levis,
interfusa nitentis

20vites aequora Cycladas.?
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Hoc tibi soli putas accidisse et admiraris

quasi rem novam quod peregrinatione tam
longa et tot locorum varietatibus non
tristitiam

discussisti gravitatemque
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mentis?Animum  debes mutare, non
caelum. Licet vastum traieceris mare, licet,
ut ait Vergilius noster,
terraeque urbesque recedant,

sequentur te, quocumque perveneris, vitia.
Hoc idem querenti cuidam Socrates ait:
"quid miraris nihil tibi peregrinationes
prodesse, cum te circumferas? premit te
eadem causa quae expulit”. Quid terrarum
iuvare novitas potest? quid cognitio
urbium aut locorum? in irritum cedit ista
iactatio. Quaeris quare te fuga ista non

adiuvet? tecum fugis.”®
s OIS 13) 2 g2l cye 3 41 (LY
e Ll s s S ]
O] g b il G S
Y ) s 2l a0 a3 Y (S
OLSUl g (Il e SN Sy
4S5 O G sl oo J) 115
Lol a0 s il
Ul ! Lo ygie oS5 AN (mol10)
dndl T el e oty Gl s
ENES/PS PR

ol sy St

BEARIREARY FORPRIRVY TS PET QU TRrNT )
0 5 s gt kS ¢ (o 0 | b g ¢ ( Qi) omiai |

(o

¢ G Hlad¥ | daliita

il 1040l pdas S9 - Cosd Lo I3y U SO Bgusd
O oo DD AL+ (At Al ) 9l S pahadid Al
o Laifa) Jgunis 01 L+ St ¥ gy o1 LY
GEH A3 g (B39 UBLS ) S I o | 3f Sl
et ik o 51 5t ) B0 pudalaa M Lo " iy
$0SLaY1g (1t A e ( A o luad (gl ) I L
ke b ¥ 13 Jaad - aeng ¢ sd il JL> 51 100

013 Liondaiae oy 0] Sy 1 13

(Tsakiridou) sds aSULos Az
3 o 88l 335 | il O
O il a5 OF ()6 e il
" Bda S " Ul
) iU S el (VAR E &)

"e,
a2

d g5 S o 55 1S A5
ALl oo b g 3l
Lpde L2 G el 55 00 do A4
el S5 Ol SIS 1 ) USY |
FISP RPN

\ov



o 35 48 08l Jleds 3 S
L Al N G e sl gn e )3
3 dadolls IVl s A e s
$rEs e s Ylidl oL

QU sl e 53l

Quid tibi visa Chios, Bullati, notaque Leshos,
quid concinna Samos, quid Croesi regia Sardis,
Zmyrna quid et Colophon? maiora minorave fama,
cunctane prae Campo et Tiberino flumine sordent?
5an venit in votum Attalicis ex urbibus una,
an Lebedum laudas odio maris atque viarum?
scis Lebedus quid sit: Gabiis desertior atque
Fidenis vicus; tamen illic vivere vellem,
oblitusque meorum, obliviscendus et illis,
10Neptunum procul e terra spectare furentem.

Sed neque qui Capua Romam petit, imbre lutoque
aspersus, volet in caupona vivere; nec qui
frigus collegit, furnos et balnea laudat
ut fortunatam plene praestantia vitam;
15nec si te validus iactaverit Auster in alto,
idcirco navem trans Aegaeum mare vendas.

Incolumi Rhodos et Mytilene pulchra facit quod

paenula solstitio, campestre nivalibus auris,
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Quid&la=la&can=quid0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tibi&la=la&can=tibi0&prior=Quid
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=visa&la=la&can=visa0&prior=tibi
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=quid&la=la&can=quid3&prior=Zmyrna
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=maiora&la=la&can=maiora0&prior=Colophon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=minorave&la=la&can=minorave0&prior=maiora
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fama&la=la&can=fama0&prior=minorave
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=cunctane&la=la&can=cunctane0&prior=fama
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=prae&la=la&can=prae0&prior=cunctane
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per brumam Tiberis, Sextili mense caminus.
20dum licet ac voltum servat Fortuna benignum,
Romae laudetur Samos et Chios et Rhodos absens.
tu quamcumgque deus tibi fortunaverit horam
grata sume manu, neu dulcia differ in annum;
ut quocumgque loco fueris vixisse libenter
25te dicas, nam si ratio et prudentia curas,
non locus effusi late maris arbiter aufert,
caelum, non animum, mutant, qui trans mare currunt.
strenua nos exercet inertia: navibus atque
quadrigis petimus bene vivere. quod petis hic est,

30est Ulubris, animus si te non deficit aequus.”
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tov Tiepv mpodidet kot To AdTiov.
O véog Vv aydnnyv Tov OLOAOYEL,

k' 1 ABnvaia Tov axovel v G1y1

TOV E0YAMTTOV TG epactiv Opdtiov:
K' éxBappog PAémel véoug kKOG HOVG TOL Kadob

I3 ’ r ;o VY
evtog tov Tahovg tov peydrov Itarov.

Ovid, Ex s venias, portus et ara tuis!
Ponto Il. viii. 68: vos eritis nostrae
Ovid, Tristia V. s portus et ara fugae.
vi. 1-2. Tu

quondam fiducia rerum, | qui mihi

qguoque, nostrarum
confugiam, qui mihi portus eras,...
Cicero' De De g0y —ida—e;
Officiis, 2. 8.26: nationum portus erat
Cicero' Pro s et refugium senatus,...
Sulla 14. 41: quo facilius vento
aliquo in optimum quemque excitato
posset in malis rei publicae portum

aliquem suorum malorum invenire.
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in puppi et clavum tenebamus ; nunc
autem vix est in sentina locus. .... xii.
Cicero, Letters to Atticus VII. 525a
13: quid futurum sit non video;
commissum quidem a nobis certe est
sive a nostro duce ut e portu sine
gubernaculis egressi tempestati nos
s traderemus.

Polybius, Histories
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