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Abstract:

This article investigates the Arab
reception of Plato’s works on rhetoric.
It proves that Arab philosophers knew
his works as early as the ninth cen-
tury. However, for different reasons,
Plato’s works on rhetoric have not
been as influential on classical Arab
rhetoric as Aristotle’s on Poetics and
Rhetoric. The article shows various
evidences on the careless reception

of Plato’s rhetoric and investigates
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its causes. It moves further to review
the modern and contemporary Arab
works on Plato’s works on rhetoric.
I expect that Plato’s works will draw
more attention in the coming years in
the Arab world. Plato’s harsh attack on
manipulative public discourses is very
inspiring to Arab researchers who are
willing to relate their academic works
to their societies that witnesses radical
transformations towards the unknown.
Keywords:

Plato, Greek rhetoric, political or-
atory, judicial oratory, Gorgias, Arab
rhetorical tradition
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