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Abstract:

This research attempts to specify the relationship between the
linguistic symbol and the literary symbol as the comparison between the
two types ensures a good approach to understand the nature of the
literary symbol, to know how to read it, and consequently to avoid some
possible misunderstandings.

The linguistic symbols are the lexical meanings of words. These
meanings are generally agreed upon by the speech community, whereas
the literary symbol is used in a general meaning i.e. the use of a
linguistic signifier (that refers to a concrete object) with a meaning other
than its lexical meaning. This means that the literary symbol is used
symbolically provided that there is a relation between the lexical and
symbolic meanings.

This research consists of two parts: the first part is devoted to show
the differences between the two types of symbols, whereas as the second
part discusses the similarities between them. Both differences and
similarities are specified based on analyzing literary symbols in a large
number of classical and modern texts and then comparing the features of
these symbols with the features of the linguistic symbol as defined in
modern studies in semantics.

Keywords:
Symbol in Literature — Polysemy — Synonymous Symbols — Semantic
Change — Meaning within Context
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