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Abstract

Modern higher education is characterized by the emergence of
new models for delivery educational services. The most recent mod-
el (MOOCs) is produced by utilizing the technological revolution in
the higher education sector, the term is an abbreviation of Massive
Open Online Courses; that offer un- limited, open access to educa-
tion and make it available free of charge to anyone everywhere. The
emerging national economies BRICS have achieved progress globally
in terms of demand for these courses, notably India, China and Bra-
zil. Therefore, the current study aimed to monitor the experiences
of these countries and determine the educational policies that have
been adopted towards MOQOCs, to determine the extent to which
Egyptian higher education can take advantage of them. For that pur-
pose, a comparative methodology was used by describing, interpret-
ing and analyzing each experience based on its cultural backgrounds
and societal context.

The study is consisted of four parts; the first part includes an ana-
lytical description of MOOCs as presented in educational literature;
the second section deals with higher education in Egypt and the in-
teraction of the Egyptian society with MOQOCs at the international,
regional, and national levels. The third part focuses on the educa-
tional policies adopted by some BRICS countries, namely China, In-
dia and Brazil, mainly this section deals with the general context of
each country, the nature of supporting policies, and the localization
of the MOOCs in the higher education sector in each country and its
main platforms, then provides an analytical view of higher education
and MOOCs within society context. The fourth section concludes by
extracting the main principles that were drawn from the similarities
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and differences among these countries. Finally, the study was con-
cluded by some recommendations for taking advantage of these ex-
periences in developing the higher education sector in Egypt.
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