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Development of Attitudes and Certain Academic Skills in
Furnishing and Decoration of Housing by Using the Portfolio
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Research Summary:

Housing is by far considered the most significant interior-architectural space
we deal with due to the fact that we spent most of our time in it. Space
relevant interior-designs are considered one of the individual's significant
necessities that assist in forming his behaviors and fulfilling many of his
physical, social and psychological needs. In light of that housing and its
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interior-design significance ,including all its contents of furniture and
accessories, home economics specialists are considered the most significant
available human resources to achieve the housing essential and functional
requirements according to family's and community's goals. Education, being
one of the essential infrastructure of community and the basis of macro
national strategies for both the developing and developed countries,
evaluation is considered one of the significant inputs to develop the
educational process. Any improvement in the evaluation processes will
inevitably develop the curriculum remnant elements which mean that
evaluation is considered a device to improve and develop the educational
materials, not an end in itself.

In light of that significance of developing the educational curricula, to graduate
efficient cadres capable of fulfilling the community needs of providing the
individuals with a relevant housing environment, the current research aimed
to study the effect of using the portfolio (as an overhaul aggregate evaluation
approach) on developing female students' acquisitive level, tendencies and
skill level in the housing decoration and furnishing curriculum. Application
was conducted on a specimen composed of 37 female students, fourth grade -
Educational Section ,Faculty of Home Economic-Helwan University .Using
certain statistical analyses ( frequencies and percentage, Alpha Krobak ,Person
correlation Factor, "T-Test" and "R> " test ,the following study results have
been concluded:

There are differences of statistical indication at 0, 05 function level
between both experimental and control groups of female students' average
marks in housing furnishing and decoration, in post acquisitive test, in favor of
the experimental group female students. There are differences of statistical
indication at 0.001 function level between female students' tendencies of
housing furnishing and decoration (both experimental and control groups) in
post application, in favor of the experimental group. There are differences of
statistical indication at 0.001 function level between female students' applied
skills average (both experimental and control groups) in housing furnishing
and decoration in favor of the experimental group.

In light of the study results, the researcher recommends: Using the
portfolio as a method of evaluating targeted educational outcomes for all
home economics curricula at university education, in general, and in the
specialty of family and childhood institutions management, in particular, and
dissemination of awareness among the teaching staff and their assistants
regarding the significance of the portfolio and the method of designing its
content to suit each curriculum to achieve the desired educational goals .
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