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The Aim of Tazkiya (Purification) in the
Sunnah: a Thematic Study

Dr. Ahmad Rizk Darweesh Omar

Modern teacher and science at the Faculty of
Religious Origins in Cairo

Abstract

The Islamic Law of Shari‘ah is mainly concerned with purifying,
reforming and elevating the human being. Allah says in the Qur’an:
"Allah has confered a great favour on the believers when He sent to
them a Messenger from among themselves, reciting to them the
verses of Allah, sanctifying them, and instructing them in Scripture
and Wisdom, while, before that, they had been in manifest error’’
[Qur’an, ¥: )1¢].

The impact of purification is obvious as it affects the whole society.
It is guaranteed to be one of the greatest ways of calling to Allah.
The beauty of a Muslim’s manners and how kindly he deals with
people is shown through it. A noble civilization cannot be
established in the absence of good manners and behaviours. Any
nation that lacks high manners and purification, in their various
manifestations, is a nation that is prone to extinction and demise.

This research highlights the importance of purification seen as a
high standard value, and one of the general aims of the Holy
Prophet's Sunnah (tradition). Prior to becoming one of the Sunnah’s
aims, purification has been a fundamental concept in the Qur’an.
This concept has occupied a significant place among a group of
concepts mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah.

Among the topics tackled by this research are a definition of
purification, a determination of its relation with monotheism and the
issue of human construction of the land. The paper also aims to
clarify the specific connotations of the word purification in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah. In addition, it mentions how the Prophet
(pbuh) represents it, providing examples. Moreover, it demonstrates
the way in which the scholars applied purification in their
behaviours and books.
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It can be concluded that the society will continue to be threatened
by major crises in all fields till the human beings regain the value of
purification in all the walks of life. Only then, they will understand
that purification indicates the association of virtues, manners and

merits that every human must possess.
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