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Abstract

This study aims to reveal the geographical nature of the scholarly
communication system in Library and Information Science (LIS) and to
introduce a new measure called 'geographic relevance' regarding the scientific
articles. Geographic relevance determines the degree of the geographical
relationship between the country that a scholar reside and the practical
environment of his/her research. The study relied on textual analysis method of
a sample of geographical keywords that included in LIS articles (n = 329). The
results showed that 206 articles (62.61%) have a geographic relevanc nature
and 123 articles (37.39%) have no geographical relevanc. It is found that
“China” appears as a geographical term in the first rank where it was the most
frequently keyword, followed by both “Iran”, and “Pakistan”. The most research
topics that related to articles with geographical relevance are scholarly
communication, information user studies, and library and information science
education. It was also noted that the most research methodologies related to
articles with geographical relevance were both survey method and case study.

In contrast, the bibliometric method was related only to articles without
geographical relevance.
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