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Presence and Absence in the Spiritual Experience of
""Simon Weil"
A Reading in the Concept of Paradox

Abstract

This paper discusses the spiritual experience of the French
philosopher Simone Weil (1909-1943), and how it is related to the
idea of suffering of which she presented a metaphysical analysis
through a deep mystical vision, showing her religious culture, her
deep knowledge of the Bible, and her study of platonic philosophy.
Her vision was also similar to existential philosophers like
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche and Heidegger. In her analysis of the idea of
suffering, Weil added a new concept, affliction that she linked to
divine love, and described it as "the essence of Christianity"”, and
"The great enigma of human life". She considered affliction a kind
of dialectic of love between God and man. In this regard, she also
discussed the relationship between affliction and physical pain, and
the conditions of human being in a state of affliction. According to
Weil, the concept of affliction was a paradox that combined a set of
contradictions such as the reasonable and the unreasonable, freedom
and necessity, pain and joy, connection and separation, and
eventually the absence and presence of the divine.

Keywords: Simone Weil, paradox, suffering, affliction,
existentialism.
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(*) The great enigma of human life is not suffering but affliction.
Wiel, S: Waiting For God, Art." The Love of god and Affliction”, Trans.by:
Emma Crawford, Perennial Library, NewYork,1973,P:66,67.
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(2)Veto, M: The religious metaphysics of Simone Weil, Trans.by: Joan Dargan, State
University of New York Press,1994,P:71.
(*)Necessity is God’s veil.
(3) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," The distance between the necessary and the good
",P:104.
(4) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Necessity and Obedience ",P:43.
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(2)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Necessity and Obedience ",P:43.
(3)Veto,M: The religious metaphysics of Simone Weil,P:72.
(4)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Affliction",P:83.
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(3) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Affliction",P:80.&" He Whom We Must Love is
Absent"”, P:111.
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(1) Weil, S: Waiting For God, Introduction, P:37.
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Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Dwtachment",p13,14,&"to Desire without an object”,P:23.
‘“\ uac\ AA ‘bﬁu\ “mu\ mﬂ\ QESED) LLN\ 4;.\]4.4 sJJ\.z.A\ Lﬁ u).nl.i eé}.u.u LU\-
(2)Yoda, K: Simone Weil on Attention and Education, Columbia University, Published
by: Pro Quest ,2014. P:152
(3) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace,” Affliction™,p:81.
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(1) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Dwtachment”, p13,14.
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(1)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Affliction",P:83.
YN0 Sl s alll s all) a5 puall" ol s 1 () sasms ()

(*)" love of god is pure when joy and suffering inspire an equal degree of gratitude"
(3) Weil, S:. An Anthology, Edited and Introduced by: Sian Miles, Penguin Books,
Penguin Classics 2005, P:290.

(**)"We should seek neither to escape suffering nor to suffer less, but to remain
untainted by suffering".

(4)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Affliction",P:83.
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(1)Veto,M: The religious metaphysics of Simone Weil, Trans.by: Joan Dargan, State

University of New York Press,1994,P:70.
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Yoda, K: Simone Weil on Attention and Education,P:156.

(2) Weil, S: Gravity and Grace," Affliction", P: 80.
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(1)Athanasiadis, N.: The Experience of Affliction and the Possibility of love in the Life
and Thought of Simone Weil, McGill University, Montreal, UMI,2001,P:48.
(2)Wiel , S: Factory Work, politics, Edit by: Dwight Macdonald, Vol. 3, No.11 (Whole
No. 34) Decmber, 1946,P:373.
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(1)Zaretsky, R.:The Subversive Simone Weil: A Life in Five Ideas University of

Chicago Press. 2021:P14:
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(2)Athanasiadis, N.: The Experience of Affliction and the Possibility of love in the Life

and Thought of Simone Weil, McGill University, Montreal,UMI,2001,P:48.

(3)Wiel , S: Factory Work, politics,P:370.

(4)Wiel , S:  Formative Writings., Art. "Factory Journal”, Trans.by: Dorothy Tuck

McFarland, The University of Massachusetts Press,1987,P:171.
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(1)Horowitz. M, New Dictionary of the History of Ideas, Art.: "Slavery", Thomson Gale,
Farmington Hills, U.S.A, 2005,P:2213,2214.
(2)Wiel , S: Formative Writings., Art. "Factory Journal", P:153.154.
(3) Ibid ,P: 155. ‘ ‘
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(**) Nothing in the world can rob us of the power to say ‘I’. Nothing except extreme
affliction.
(1)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace, "The self", P: 26.
(2) Wiel, S: Waiting For God, Introduction, p: 38.
(3)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace, "Detachment"”, P:12.
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(5)Wiel, S: Waiting For God,"concerning The our Father",p:216
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(*)" We must act as becomes a slave while contemplating with love."
(1)Weil, S: Gravity and Grace, " Necessity and Obedience ", P: 50.
(2)1bid " Affliction ", P83.
(3) Ibid ,P: 82.
(4) 1bid ," Renunciation of time" P: V4.
(5) Ibid, " Affliction ", P: 82.

{revy



oTTT syl [ pgpinelly @ilill muell eyt ygy draly sla T a2 dlia

Ataalll ) (gye i JU) avag ¢ Giat ol un o) olian L Lgd (3-day
tcidgy o Sa Y el T 5a L el Jlasg ediiaaal) J i ) gl
() Ui SIS 456S e () Ciligny Y Jataalli

O gabis o ) YL Gard jeeall Glld 8 ¢dige all (oS5 Liag
Dl Aalsy 4 cdaing ¥ Dyl g i cadll i o ey JS @llilay ol
G (e g yally ad (s (o) 2SIl i) "l el 2l g all by
Al Al Lasi of dal e Dalladl 13 e Jlaitl) sa CagS)

g pam ADke b (il Brall o A elb o 2 "JE
A ) 8l sa @y ¢ all pilall AL Glisey Jaiasally alalli
g3l Sl Tnes 3l LS g lad aal s Jiiwsally ) e
(A8l Lasall)

Gl (b ¢ .8
("cyialaal) JIE A clgh sl

iald Aol oda Sy eall 5 Al gy Al A " g
& esha¥) sl el Gelan Yl g YT cdnatll 8wk el (Y 5y day
Gl (53 e a¥ly ol jon s Ll lpaload gaall o 3l
oy G e o) i Tl (el @1 eall il el 6 LYl

(1) Ibid, " Renunciation of time" , P:20.
Tl 4 o (3 CagSll s sl o bl (5 (IS LS clasana A shadlal 5 S8 o CagS) 5 S5 (%)
a3l 5e 230 Ll e A G gmy s MCagSll sa e 3N ) A" (5 el alle ) LBl (3 gy s
o34 slaal oy Hal caila Gege o sbL "G AT il 5 55 L g0 Ll )5 I clallad 4y iy Ui
Lpaddll I )5S 58" (g ¢ Ayl Aa ) Class s radlal 4Ll 8 Lals " el 5" die Lial 5 4
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el B8 alle Jdg ¢ allall aa e il
Wgpm ophilly Aebball ANy Yl "ol Aelll A Gl Mgy geall ae >>
&.£4ac) VY
Moor, C. E.: “Provocations, Spiritual Writings of Kierkegaard”, The Bruderhof
.Foundation. Inc. USA, 2002., P: XXIII
(2) Ibid, " Renunciation of time",P:19.
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