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The Effect of the Adjacent Islands to the Turkish Coast in
the Eastern Mediterranean Region on Delimiting the
Continental Shelf of Turkey
A Study in Political Geography

Dr. Maher Hamdy Mohamed Aish
Assistant Professor of Human Geography
Faculty of Arts, Menoufia University

Abstract

The research dealt with the effect of the islands adjacent to
the Turkish coast in the eastern Mediterranean region on delimiting
the continental shelf of Turkey, by relying on the documentary
method, and using the morphological and historical approaches .
Where the research reviewed the geographical characteristics
affecting the entitlement of those islands to the maritime jurisdiction
Zones, and traced the delimitation of the continental shelf of Turkey
by Turkey on the one hand and by the opposite and the adjacent
states on the other hand, It analyzed the discrepancy in delimiting
the Turkish continental shelf by linking it to the different legal
arguments of Turkey and the opposite and the adjacent states, where
Turkey adopts dwarfing the effect of the islands, by granting them
only territorial waters, and depriving them of the exclusive
economic zone or the continental shelf, and Cyprus, Greece and
Egypt adopt maximizing the effect of the islands, By granting those
islands the entire zones of maritime jurisdiction, which resulted in
the overlapping of the maritime jurisdiction zones of Turkey and
those islands, then the research reviewed the possible future
scenarios of the dispute over delimiting the continental shelf of
Turkey, the research concluded that the legal uncertainty about the
effect that should be given to the islands adjacent to the Turkish
coast has caused the emergence of two limits to the Turkish
continental shelf, one of them expands the area of the Turkish
continental shelf to a maximum of about 156,6 thousands km?, and
the other narrows it to only about 64.2 thousands km?, as those
islands are deducted for the calculation of their maritime jurisdiction
zones about 92.4 thousands km?, equivalent to about 59% From
what Turkey claims as a continental shelf.
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-M.Z.N. 47. 2004. LOS of 20 April 2004: Deposit of a nautical chart showing the
median line as referred to in the Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and
the Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone
of 17 February 2003 .
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geographical coordinates of points, accompanied by an illustrative map,
concerning the northern and north-western outer limits of the exclusive economic
zone and the continental shelf.
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Source: Agreement between the Government of the
Hellenic Republic and the Government of the Arab
Republic of Egypt on the delimitation of the exclusive
economic zone between the two countries, 6 August 2020.
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Source: Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and the
Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation of the exclusive
economic zone between the two countries, 6 August 2020.
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Sources: - Turkish Presidency's Directorate of Communications " Turkey’s
Rights and Claims in Eastern Mediterranean and Aegean" Istanbul, 2020, 1st
Edition, p.11.

-Erciyess, C " Outstanding Issues in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Aegean
sea —Turkey's views and Policies " Strategy and Security Talks 2, Venue,
2020, p.10.
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-Admiralty charts and publications, Ra's At Tin to Iskenderun, Scale
1: 1100 000.

-Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and
the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation
of the exclusive economic zone between the two countries, 6 August
2020 (entry into force: 2 September 2020; registration #: 1-56237;
registration date: 3 September 2020.

-Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and
the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation
of the exclusive economic zone between the two countries, 6 August
2020 (entry into force: 2 September 2020; registration #: 1-56237;
registration date: 3 September 2020; link to UNTYS).

-Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and
the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation
of the exclusive economic zone between the two countries, 6 August
2020 (entry into force: 2 September 2020.

-Cyprus " Continental Shelf Law, Law No. 8 of 5 April 1974.
-Cyprus " Deposit by Cyprus of a list of geographical coordinates of
points, accompanied by an illustrative map, concerning the northern
and north-western outer limits of the exclusive economic zone and
the continental shelf, as contained in the Notification of the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cyprus made pursuant to
article 3, paragraph 3, of the Exclusive Economic Zone and the
Continental Shelf Laws (consolidation of Laws 64(1)/2004,
97(1)/2014, LOS of 7 May 2019.

-Cyprus " Deposit of a nautical chart showing the median line as
referred to in the Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the
Arab Republic of Egypt on the delimitation of the exclusive
economic zone of 17 February 2003 and the list of geographical
coordinates of points defining that lin, LOS of 20 April 2004.
-Cyprus " Geographical coordinates showing baselines for
measuring the breadth of the territorial sea, 1993.

-Cyprus " Law to provide for the Proclamation of the Exclusive
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Economic Zone by the Republic of Cyprus, 2 April 2004.

-Cyprus " The Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf
Laws 2004 and 2014 (consolidation of Laws 64(1)/2004,
97(1)/2014), October 2014.

-Cyprus " Notification of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Cyprus made pursuant to article 3, paragraph 3, of the
Exclusive Economic Zone and the Continental Shelf Laws
(consolidation of Laws 64(1)/2004, 97(1)/2014), 6 May 2019.
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea,Office of Legal
Affairs,Law of the Sea ,Bulletin No.100,p, 18, United Nations ,New
York, 2019.

-Cyprus "Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab
Republic of Egypt on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic
Zone, 17 February 2003 (entry into force: 7 March 2004.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 15 June 2012 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General.

-Cyprus: Letter dated 15 June 2012 from the Permanent
Representative of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the
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