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Repression in Western Contemporary Civilization
A Reading in Herbert Marcuse's Philosophy

Abstract

Marcuse is regarded as one of the most prominent Marxist
philosophers unveiling the falsity of contemporary capitalist
societies and their manipulation of man. They dealt with man as a
means to achieve their ends, aiming at more benefits and profits.
Marcuse asserts that present capitalist civilization adopts the symbol
of freedom, but this freedom is a form without real content. In fact,
western civilization does not know the real freedom throughout its
long history. This is mainly because it is established generally on
repression, particularly the repression of instincts. This repression is
still prevailing, and liberation from these chains requires revolting
against capitalism, and being replaced with humanist socialism.

Keywords: Instincts, sex, scarcity, liberation, humanist
socialism.
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! - Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization: A Philosophical In quiry Into Freud, op.cit.,
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2 - ibid., p:112
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2 - Herbert Marcuse, Counterrevolution and Revolt, London, Beacon Press, 1972, p: 19
3 - Herbert Marcuse, Technology, War and Fascism, London, Routledge, 1998, p: 48

4 - loc- cit., p: 48
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! - Herbert Marcuse, an Essay on Liberation, Boston, Beacon Press, 1969, p:12
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3 - Herbert Marcuse, an Essay on Liberation, op.cit., p:16
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!'- Herbert Marcuse, Technology, War and Fascism, op.cit., p: 41

2 - ibid., p: 41

3 - Herbert Marcuse, The New Left and The 1960s: Collected Papers of Herbert Marcuse,
Vol:3, Edited by: Douglas Kellener, London, Routledge, 2005, p:107

4 - Herbert Marcuse, an Essay on Liberation, op.cit., p:12
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' - Herbert Marcuse, Marxism, Revolution and Utopia: Collected Papers of Herbert
Marcuse, Vol:6, London, Routledge, 2014, p:68

2 - Herbert Marcuse, Eros and Civilization: A Philosophical In quiry Into Freud, op.cit.,
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3 - ibid., p:130
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3 - Herbert Marcuse, Counterrevolution and Revolt, op. cit., p:1
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