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Abstract:

The study analyzes the power dynamics in North African countries to
test the power transition theory on the extent of stability in regional
hierarchical structures. The study shows the impact of the military
institution in North Africa on political stability plays a vital role in
comparing the strength of the dissatisfied opposition on the one hand
and the power of the ruling authority; on the other hand. Finally,
predicting whether war or peace and integration between these
countries will be more likely. The study concluded that Egypt appears
the dominant power in the region and the only one that increased its
relative capabilities compared to the rest of North African countries.
Egypt emerged from the Arab Spring with a significant difference in
strength between the authority and the opposition, which means that
Egypt is politically stable, followed in power by Algeria. and Morocco,
respectively, and they are the two countries that not wracked by the
Arab Spring in the North African region. The protests did not reach
Algeria until 2019 - although not to the same degree as in the rest of the
Arab Spring countries. When President Abdelaziz Bouteflika decided to
run for a fifth term, it contained by announcing his abandonment of
staying in power. In Morocco, the protests led by the February 20
Movement managed after King Mohammed VI responded to some
constitutional demands and limited his powers in exchange for
strengthening the role of the elected government. As for Libya: it was
divided. The Libyans turned into militias of equal strength, none of
which failed to impose their control over the country, which led to the
country's plunged into civil war. As for the Tunisian experience, despite
its political and economic instability, compared to its counterparts in
North Africa, it is the most prominent experience; it succeeded in
completing four electoral cycles based on which the parliament and the
government established in 2013.

The study concluded that the level of regional coordination and
integration is not a priority. The risk of the regional conflict between
them is likely to decrease, except for Morocco and Algeria. The greatest
danger remains for these countries. States in civil wars as in Libya
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Figure 10.1. Relative Capabilities of North African Nations
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Figure 10.2. Support for Government in Egypt, 2018
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Figure 10.3. Projected Support for Government in Egypt, 2018
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