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 , A New ‘Greatest of the Directors of craftsmen’
(i.e. High-Priest of Ptah at Memphis) from Mit-Rahinah*

Basem Samir el-Sharkawy

Memphis1 funds, continuously, add more to 
our historical and archaeological knowledge. One 
of the interesting objects recovered during the 1987 
season of the EAO’s2 excavations at the site of ancient 
Memphis (Mit-Rahinah) is the almost inscribed small 
limestone object, which was in ‘Kom el-Fakhry’ 
 , in the area of ‘Saqiet el-Khateeb’  
and ‘Muslims cemetery’  (maps 1-2). 

The recent study depends on an unpublished 
excavation report made by the inspectors of EAO 
at Mit-Rahinah, this report which surprised us with 

an object, (find No. 3982),3 had never been seen or 
recorded before. It refers to a new wr xrp.w Hmw.

wt4 ‘Greatest of the Directors of craftsmen’, i.e.  High-
priest  of Ptah at Memphis (= HPPM), called   
@Atiwy(?) (Fig. 1), who was not mentioned before in 
any of HPPM’s lists or studies.5

Description

The monument which had Number 3982 in 
the Register Book of the Antiquities Inspectorate 
at Mit-Rahinah, records that it is a small limestone 

(Map 1) The sites of the ancient Memphis, revised by the author 
after: D. G. Jeffreys, The Survey of Memphis I, (London, 1985), 
Pl. 4.

(Map 2) The location of the Memphite Temples. Revised by 
the author after: J. Malek, in: St. Quirke, The Temple of Ancient 
Egypt, (London, 1997), fig. 2 on 98.
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object, in an irregular shape, measures 45  x 46 x 5 cm 
(Fig. 1). It contains a part of two vertical columns 
of Hieroglyphics in sunk-relief with traces of a pale 
red colour in bad preservation, among three vertical 
sunk-lines.

Inscription and Translation

(2) (1) ‘ [1] (......) rn.f  n nsw-bity, nb tAwy’,

‘ [1] (......) his name (?), for the king of 

Upper and Lower Egypt, the Lord 

of the Two Lands’,

‘ [2] (......) [@]r-(sA)-Ist, sA wr-xrp(w)-

Hmw(w)t, sm, @Atiwy’.

‘ [2] (......) @[r(a)]-(sA)-Ist, son of the 

‘Greatest of the Directors of craftsmen’ 

(i.e. ‘High-priest of Ptah at Memphis’), 

the sm-priest, @Atiw(b)y(?).

Notes

a. Only the lower part of the sign was recorded in 
the Register Book of the Antiquities Inspectorate at 
Mit-Rahinah and was drawn by the inspector of 
digging, more similar to the  -sign than the  
-sign as it supposed to be.

b.   (Dynasty 18: Boulaq Stela cf. Mariette, 
Cat. 1054. The father not the son; Dynasty 
19: Brit. Mus. Stela 156)6 @Atiwy (@atiwy) was 
recorded as such in the Register Book with the 

 sign, not with the  sign as usual, that made 
H.Ranke ask: ‘If the craftsman had mistaken’.7 
The name was normally recorded as   
(NK: Wien Stela nº 40; Brit. Mus. Stela 303; 
Leiden V. 1; Florence, Schiaparelli 1566. 1616; 
ASAE 2, 2 ff; Dynasty 18: Boulaq Stela 377, 
Mariette, Cat. 1115; Florence Stela nº 2587; 
Leiden Mus. I. 86; Louvre Stela [C 50]; Dynasty 
19: Cairo Mus. Temp. No. 25/6/24/1; Brit. Mus. 
Stela 315; Marseilles, Musée d’archéologie Stelae 
Nos. 240-243; Ramesses II: Naples Monument; 
Musée Guimet Stela; Dynasty 21: Copenhagen, Ny 
Carlsberg Glypt. Æ.I.N. 1012; Bristol, City Mus. 
H 3568-3569) and had been read @AtiAy (@atiay) 
(Ranke, PN I, 233: 2).8 However there are others 
who carried various writings of the name such as 

 @AtiA (NK: Brit. Mus. 772; Leiden K 15; 
and Florence, Schiaparelli 1616;9 LP: Leiden Stela 
V. 52(?);10 LD III, 229-232)11 and    @Atiw 
(LD III, 229-232; Leiden Stela V. 52).

Who was the Memphite @atitiay or  or @atiwytiwy ?

 @Atiwy mentioned above on the second 
column of the recent object (Register Book of the 
Antiquities Inspectorate at Mit-Rahinah, No. 3982), 
was the father of ‘[@]r-(sA)-Ist’ who was related to ‘the 
king of Upper and Lower Egypt’ as the text refers to. 
Unfortunately, until now we have no more information 
about him, so we ought to study all who carried the 
same name in the Memphite region trying to know 

(Fig. 1) Register Book of the Antiquities Inspectorate at Mit-
Rahinah, No. 3982.  
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Who he was? Or Under which reign he served?

1- Saqqara offers to us the eldest evidence about 
the name in the Memphite region. From one of 
its tombs we have a Wooden Stick of  
@AtiAy, ‘the Scribe of the Two Granaries of the 
Temple of the Aten in Memphis’ (Leiden Mus. 
I. 86), Temp. Amenopihs III. or IV.12

2- Also from Saqqara, but during the nineteenth 
Dynasty, Four Stelae mentioned  @AtiAy, 
‘Judge’, his wife Ēsi (Ist) and his son Kasa (Marseilles, 
Musée d’archéologie Stelae Nos. 240-243).13 

3- Finally in the Memphite region from 
nineteenth Dynasty, between the Monastery 
of Saint Jeremiah and the enclosure of Sekhem-
khet, we found the scene with the upper part 
of the [deceased]  @AtiAy with a wife 
called  Mrt-PtH,14 and a text (Cairo Mus. 
Temp. No. 25/6/24/1).15

4- Then in a lintel dated to the reign of Siamun 
(twenty first Dynasty) found in ‘Kom Rabi’a 
 or ‘Kom Rabic’  around Hathor 
Chapel at Mit-Rahinah (maps 1-2), we know 

 @AtiAy (Copenhagen, Ny Carlsberg 
Glypt. Æ.I.N. 1012) who was called also  
#a(i)-m-wAs(t)16 (Bristol, City Mus. H 3568-
3569), the father of ‘God’s father, Secretary of 
Ptah’, etc.  anx.f-ny-mwt.17

These are our entire documents for this name and 
its variants in the Memphite region, however we can 
also compare it with other monuments that we are 
not sure about their provenance, which some of them 
belongs to Memphis or its Necropolis:

A-  In eighteenth Dynasty on Boulaq Stela (cf. 
Mariette, Cat. 1054),18 we have two persons 
carrying the same name but with different 
writings: the father called  @Atiwy, i.e. 

 ‘the chief of the ir.w xsbdt’ (the 
chief of the workers of lapis lazuli);19 who were 

‘his sister, the lady of the house’ (= his wife) was 
  Nfr-iry,20 although ‘his son’ was called 

 @AtiAy. 

B- In eighteenth Dynasty, on Boulaq Stela 377 (cf. Mariette, 
Cat. 1115),21 we have  @AtiAy whose ‘his 
sister, the lady of the house’ (i.e. his wife) was  
Iwfyy. They had one son and two daughters, in ordered: 
‘his son,  #nsw’, ‘her daughter,  &py’, and 
‘her daughter,  &A-Hsy’. 

C- From the eighteenth Dynasty, particularly in the 
reign of Thutmose I or later, there is a scribe 
called  @AtiAy who was the son of ‘the 
keeper of the house of aA-xpr-kA-Ra (Thutmose I)’ 

 %bk-Htp from ‘his sister, the lady of the 
house’ (i.e. his wife)  Rnnwt.  
had one brother on this monument (Florence Stela 
nº 2587) called  PtH-ms who was mentiond 
without any title.22

D- Ramesses II: Naples Monument23 mentioned 
 @AtiAy,  ‘the first priest of the 

god Monthu’, is the son of  ‘sm-priest 
of Soker temple’ called  Min-ms and ‘the 
chantress of Amun’ called  @nwt-

mHyt.  had three brothers: his eldest 
brother  Imn-m-itnt, then  ‘the chief 
of bowmen’ called  PiAy (?),24 and  ‘the 
overseer of the priests’ called  %wnry 
(sic.). The author suggests that this monument 
came from Memphis and its region, although the 
provenance is not sited.

E-   Ramesses II or later in nineteenth Dynasty: Musée Guimet 
Stela,25 there is ‘the scribe’ @AtiAy, who 
carried also the title  ‘the stable master  
of the house of Ra-ms-sw’. ‘His father’ is  PAy 
(mentioned without any title), ‘his mother’ is one of 
‘the chantresses of Amun’:  &A-swri called also 

 &A-mi(t), and his brother(?) is ‘the scribe of 
the army’,  PA-nHsy26 appeared with ‘his wife, 

 MiA’.27
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F- In the limestone stela from nineteenth Dynasty (Brit. 
Mus. Stela 156)28 of  ‘the overseer of 
the harem of the great royal wife, the Lady of the Two 
Lands’,  PAy 29 and his wife  Rpt,30 
‘his son’  @AtiAy who carried the title 

 ‘the stable master’ appeared twice, once in 
the central register and the second in the bottom 
register. He had six brothers31 and three sisters.32 
And one of them (MH), because of his title (‘the 
scribe of the treasury of the temple of Ptah’), the 
stela might be from Memphis or its necropolis, 
although stela’s provenance is not recorded.

(*) The author may conclude that  
mentioned in both documents (E) and (F) is the 
same person because he had the same title (‘the 
stable master’) and father’s name (  PAy), 
despite of the difference in his mother’s name (!)

G- In the limestone stela of ‘the scribe of accounts of 
the divine offerings of all the gods’,  @wy33 
(Brit. Mus. Stela 315) from nineteenth Dynasty,34 
his parents are [‘the judge’?]  @AtiAy  and 

 MiA.

H- From the New Kingdom, we have a monument 
which includes three variant writings of the 
name(s) and titles:35

h1- The first is ‘the scribe’  @Atiw son 
of  and  (son and 
daughter of ), and he had five 

brothers called   @qA-nxtw,  Ra-nfr, 
 !rw-nfr,36  MH,37 and  PA-

Ra.38 

h2- The second is  @Atiw who carried the 
title  and ‘his wife, the lady of the 
house, the chantress of Amun’ called  
&wiA.39

h3- While the third one who called  @AtiA, 
was  ‘the first priest of the goddess Isis’, ‘his 
wife, the lady of the house, the chantress of Horus 

lord of  Miam (a town in lower-Nubia)40’ 

was called   Mrt-sgr,41 and ‘his son’ was 
 Imn-m-ipt.42 

I- Also on (Wien Stela 40)43 from the New Kingdom, 
there is one mentioned without any title called 

 @AtiAy, his sister called  
&A-wsrt,44 and he was son of  ‘the wab-priest’, 

 #a(i)45 from  ‘his wife’  Pwy.46

J- (Louvre Stela [C 50] )47 from the New Kingdom (the 
eighteenth Dynasty? – the nineteenth Dynasty), 
which includes the names of king  
(Amenophis I) and queen  (Ahmos-
Nefertary), mentioned  ‘the overseer 
of the scribes of the buildings of Amun’  
@AtiAy,48 whose ascendants carried the same 
title of the father of his grand grandfather, 

 PA-dj-Bar (Pethw-Baal),49 who carried 
also the title  ‘judge’.  was the 
father of (D37)  _di 50 (Dedia), who 
carried the same title of his father in addition to 
the title ‘Chief of Draughtsman-Painters in Karnak’, 
and served the Vizier Paser, who was engaged 
in directing the construction and decoration 
of buildings commissioned by King Seti I.51 In 
addition to Dedia,  had from his wife 

, three sons (  %A-Mwt twice, and 
 #nsw) who carried the title ‘the scribe of 

buildings’.

K- (Brit. Mus. Stela 303)52 from the New Kingdom, 
gives us the genealogy of another one of those who 
carried the name  (mentioned without 
any title). He was son of  
‘Chief of the office(?) (of) the offerings of Amun’, 

 KAHw (from ‘his sister, the lady of the 
house’  NDm-pHwy),53 and had four 
brothers, two (  PA-xArw and (U7) 

 Mry-Ra) before him, and the other two 
(  54 and  Imn-m -ipt) after him. 
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This stela mentioned also two person (  @wy 
and ) carried the title  ‘son’ without any 
clear family relationship.

L- (Leiden Stela V. 1)55 is also from the New 
Kingdom.56 Its [1]  @AtiAy carried the 
title  ‘Chief Vizier of the Lord of the Two 
Lands’,  ‘his father’ (nXT) , and 

 ‘his mother’ called . He had ten 
brothers57 and ten sisters,58 while the eleventh is his 
wife [14]  Pwny who carried the special 
title among the others:  
‘his sister, his beloved, (who) upon the throne of 
his heart, the lady of the house’, as much special 
as his sister [13]  who carried the title 
‘his sister, his beloved’.

M- (Leiden Stela V. 52)59 from the Late Period,60 shows 
a different writing of the name, i.e.   @AtiA, 
which appeared also on Brit. Mus. 772; Leiden K 
15; and Florence, Schiaparelli 1616 in the New 
Kingdom.61  who carried the title  
‘wab-priest’, appeared also side by side with the 

 ‘wab-priest’ called  @At 62 and the  
‘chantress’ called  .

Conclusion

Except for the recent object (find No. 3982), 
published above, this paper referred to twenty four 
monuments, and focused on seventeen documents 
mentioned twenty persons who carried the name in its 
various writings: Four documents (1, A, B, and C) from 
eighteenth Dynasty, three documents (2, 3, and G) from 
nineteenth Dynasty, two or three documents (D, E, and 
maybe F) from the reign of Ramesses II., five documents 
(H, I, J, K, and L) from the New Kingdom without any 
specific dating, and finally two documents (4, and M) 
from Twenty first Dynasty and the Late Period. 

It is clear from all monuments mentioned above 
that the name was carried by males especially during 
the New Kingdom, except in one or two examples, 

one of them (Doc. 4) goes back to the Twenty 
first Dynasty in the Third Intermediate Period and 
the other (Doc. M) to the Late Period without any 
specific dating.

According to all documents mentioned above, 
and to the order of the  @Atiwy (katkout) 
(or  @AtiAy)’s priestly titles, i.e. wr 

xrp(w) Hmw(w)t ‘Greatest of the Directors of craftsmen’ 
(i.e. the High-priest of Ptah at Memphis) and then  
‘the sm-priest’63 (Figure 1),  we shall conclude that he 
is one of those who carried this name and lived under 
the reign of Ramesses II, not in its beginning but in its 
middle or end.

Although, the author thinks that it is more 
reasonable to consider him the same person 

 called also , who was the father of 
‘God’s father, Secretary of Ptah’, etc.  of 
document [4], and lived under the reign of Siamun 
(Twenty first Dynasty).64 That because it was found 
in ‘Kom Rabi‘a’   (Kom Rabia or Kom Rabi‘ 
 ) (maps 1-2) around Hathor Chapel at Mit-
Rahinah, which is so close to our recent object, found 
a little bit in the north, in ‘Kom el-Fakhry’ , 
in the area of ‘Saqiet el-Khateeb’   and 
‘Muslims cemetery’   (map 2). If that was 
true, he would be also, according to the recent object 
(Register Book of the Antiquities Inspectorate at Mit-
Rahinah, No. 3982: Figure 1), the father of a man 
who carried a common name in this period which is 
‘[@]r-(sA)-Ist’, and served in the office of ‘the king of 
Upper and Lower Egypt, the Lord of the Two Lands’, 
the king [Siamun] whose name was lost among its 
remaining inscriptions.

Notes
* My sincere thanks are tendered to Professor Gaballa 

A. Gaballa, Ex. Secretaty General of Supreme Council of 
Antiquities, who gave me the permission in December 
11th, 1997 to photocopy the report of the recent object 
which enabled me to publish this paper, and my 
deep appreciation to all the officails of the Antiquities 
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Inspectorate at Mit-Rahinah, especially for their very 
kind assistance. It might also be noted here that the 
object may never have actually entered the Cairo 
Museum’s storerooms but may still be housed in one 
of the magazines of the Antiquities Department in 
Saqqara and Mit-Rahinah.
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