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The aim of this paper is to reflect on two terms
indicting halls within the Ancient Egyptian palace'
architecture, namely d3dw and w3hy. This will be

followed by discussion and analysis.

First: The d3dw

The d3dw is a term wusually translated as
‘audience-hall’. In Old Kingdom texts, this term
occurred in the Stela of W13, who was a leather worker
of the king.? Also a false door® presented to Hwfw-
‘nh, the Overseer of Singers of the Great House and
Opverseer of Flutists, bears an inscription emphasising
the fact that this false door was made for him by the
order of the king and under his supervision. The
inscription on the southern post reads: ‘made beside
the king himself* upon the pg3 of the d3dw, while His
Majesty, looked daily in the course of every day’.” On
the northern post, the text reads: ‘His Majesty did
this for him in relation to his state of im3h before His
Majesty, while he was alive on his feet’.

The d3dw is also mentioned in the reign of Sahure
on the false door of Ny-nh-Shmt from Saqqara,
Cairo 1482,° which was given to him by the king.
The speech reads:”

‘The chief physician, Ny-nh-shmt spoke
before His Majesty: “May this your ka, beloved
of Re, command that there be given to me a
false door of stone for my tomb”. His Majesty
caused that there be brought for him two false
doors from Tura (R-3w) of stone, that they be
laid in the d3dw of the house (called) ‘Sahure-
shines-with-crowns’, and that two ‘great chiefs
of craftsmen’ and a workshop of craftsmen be
assigned on them. The work on them was done
beside the king himself. The stonework happened
every day. There was an inspection of that which
was done on them in the s#p-s3 daily. His Majesty
had painting-materials put on them and had them

painted in blue’®
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The d3dw, then, is referred to as part of a place
called A wrrt S3hwR¢ ‘Sahure-shines or appears with
crowns’.” Junker argued this to be the name of the

city residence.'

The d3dw is also mentioned in the building
inscription of Senwosret I, called the Berlin Leather
Roll (P.Berlin 3029)." The king calls for the assembly
of his courtiers, in a hall, to hear him express his desire
to found a temple. There happens the appearance of

the king before his courtiers. The text reads: 2

‘Year 3, third month of the inundation, day 8,
under the Majesty of the King of Upper and Lower
Egypt, Kheperkare, the son of Re, Senwosret I, the
justified, may he live forever and ever. The king
appeared in the double crown; a sitting took place
in the d3dw, a consultation with his followers, the
friends of the palace, L.P.H, and the officials of the
private apartment. Commands at their hearing, a

consultation for their instruction’.®

Also, a granite portal, consisting of two jambs
and a lintel, called d3d3w h Tmn-m-h3t was found at
Ezbet Halmi (Tell Qirqgafa). The inscription on the
stone indicates that Amenemhat I constructed this
building and later on, Senowsert III renewed it."
A fragment belonging to this building reads: ‘the
doorway, which belongs to the audience-hall of the
palace of Amenemhat (I)’. Szafranski translated the
statement in this way on the basis that he accepted the

meaning of d3d3w as ‘audience hall’."”

The word d3dw also appeared in the New
Kingdom in the stela of Ahomse I and Tetisheri
which records the king’s determination to erect
further mortuary buildings for his grandmother,

queen Tetisheri. The text reads: '

‘Now, it came to pass that his Majesty sat in
the d3dw the King of Upper and Lower Egypt,
Nebpehtire, son of Re, Ahmose I given life, while the

hereditary princess, great in favour, king’s daughter,
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king’s sister, great divine consort, king’s wife, Ahmose

Nefertiti, who lives, was with his Majesty’."”

In year nine Queen Hatshepsut met her courtiers
to discuss the preparations and purposes of the
expedition to Punt. The scene shows the queen
sitting on a throne within a kiosk; she is wearing the
3tf crown, and is holding the /g3 sceptre in one hand
and a long stick in the other.' In front of her is a

representation of three men. The text reads:

Year 9: a sitting happened in the d3dw. The king
appeared in the Aref crown on the great throne of
white gold, inside the special apartments (dsrw) of
his “h-palace. Ushering in officials and the courtiers
of the stp-s3, in order to listen to the conduct of the

command’.

Discussion

The word d3dw has a determinative m that
represents a columned hall. Betro argues that ‘the
shape of the columns, with a tenon on top fixed to
the room’s covering, suggests that at first the structure
must have been light, a sort of pavilion with wooden
columns’?® In contrast, Uphill describes it as a
columned granite hall.”! Faulkner and Meeks translate
the term as ‘audience hall'** Erman and Grapow
describe it as a hall for the king to sit in, which could
be a room in a temple.”® Ward and others suggest that
it is ‘the pavilion of a temple’.?* This room could also
be located inside a palace, however, as a text describing
the royal audience of queen Hatshepsut mentions the
d3dw as being m-hnw dsrw nw h.f“inside the special
apartments of his 7’. Berlev argues that it is difficult
to determine the exact location of the room within
the palace.” In the depiction of the promotion of the
vizier Wsr the text reads: hpr swt hmsit nswt m [d3dw
n] imy-wrt nsw-bity (Mn-hpr-R°) di ‘nh ‘Happened
the sitting of the king in [the d3dw of] the west,
King of Upper and Lower Egypt Menkhepera, given

life’.?® In the coronation text of Hatshepsut, the king
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Thutmosis I crown his daughter and put her in his
place. This takes place in the d3dw, which is situated
in the west.”” The palaces’ architectural plans reveal
that there was more than one throne room, giving
the possibility that there was also more than one
audience hall. Chaban argues, simply on the basis of
Hatshepsut’s text, that the d3dw was on the right side
of the palace.?® Also, Junker describes it as a hall of
a palace or residence.” Kees argues that it was a sort
of a throne, or a council hall, which belonged to a

palace.”

In Old Kingdom texts, the term d3dw appears
three times. In the inscription of W3 the chief royal
leather worker, the d3dw seems to be a place of business
for everyday work. W3 emphasises the fact that he
produces leatherwork ‘like which was commanded’
by the king.*' In Ny-nh-shmt’s text, the work on the
false doors was done in the presence of the king, and
watched in the course of every day. In Hwfw-nh’s
text, the work was carried out and watched every day

in the pg3 of the d3dw.

It appears, therefore, that a special and daily
business took place in the presence of the king in the
d3dw. In the third text it is mentioned that this sort of
business took place in the pg3 of the d3dw. The root
pg3 means something like ‘open’, which is translated
as ‘open’, ‘entrance of a building™” or ‘opening of a
building or a valley’.? The term here has the house
determinative, which might allude to an open place
in the d3dw or the entrance to the d3dw. It could be
the place for workmen who, following the orders of
the king, produced special pieces of work. In this way,
whenever the king left and entered the d3dw he must

have passed by them.

In the Middle and New Kingdom texts, the d3dw
hall played different roles. The columned hall d3dw
acted, for example, as reception area for councils and
similar occasions in which possibly a great number

of people participated. At the same time, the king
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and queen were able to sit and hold an intimate
conversation in this hall.** Also the vizier Wsr’s

ceremony for his appointment was in the d3dw.

There may have been more than one possible
function of the d3dw. In the Old Kingdom, its
initial use may have been as a work centre, attached
to the royal residence, in which certain kinds of
royal business took place, as well as a daily audience
with the king. During the Middle and New
Kingdoms the d3dw seems to have been a room/hall
of appearances as well as a room/hall of audience.
It was described as a ‘place of privacy’, and it was
‘inside the palace’, where a sitting takes place in
front of a special class of people comprising; smrw
nw stp-s3 ‘companions of the palace’, srw st wt
‘officials of the private apartment’, and sometimes
members of the royal family. Its function had
changed to be only a sitting audience hall of
the king for talk, advice and counsel. Another
possibility is that the d3dw could also have been a
great columned hall in which more than one royal
activity could take place, including craft-work
activities and audiences, especially since the term
d3dw is of a plural construction,” indicating more
than one room or corner within the d3dw hall.
Junker suggests that it opened onto a courtyard or
to an area enclosed by walls.>® There is no doubt
that its main role, which had not changed since
the Old Kingdom, was as a place of interaction

between the king and his public.

There are also examples of titles, which are
associated with the term d3dw; for instance, the title
hry ihw hnw p3 d3dw n Rmsw mry Imn ‘Overseer of
the Stable of the Residence of the Hall of Audience
of Ramessesmeryamen’ was found in Hwy’s graffiti
on the military road leading from Aswan to Philae.”
This supports Janosi’s*® argument that the d3dw was
some sort of an administrative building which might

have been a part of the palace.
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Ward mentions another title, iry- n d3dw ‘hall-
keeper of the audience hall d3dw’.** Quirke* notes
that at least four officials from the Middle Kingdom
bear the tite iry t n d3d3wy n h ‘Keeper of the
Chamber of the d3d3wy of the Palace’, and these men
are thought to have been palace officials.! He also
classifies the more general palace title iry-, ‘Keeper
of the Chamber’,* between two groups of regular
titles, namely those of Treasury and those in the

Organisation of Labour.

Second: The w3hy

The term w3hy first appears in Middle-
Kingdom texts.”® In the Westcar Papyrus, the king
proceeded to ‘the w3hy of the great house’ to meet
Ddi. This implies that there was a special place,
room or hall where the king met his subjects, inside
one of the apartments of the great house, called the
w3hy.* In the story of Sinuhe, the courtiers usher
Sinuhe into the w3y to have an audience with the
king.** On the basis of Sinuhe’s text, Stadelmann
concludes that in the Middle Kingdom this hall in
the palaces seems to have had a wmt portal with
the king’s sphinxes in front of it.*® Opposite the
entrance, there was the throne of the king where
walls are shown covered with white gold. Berlev
states that Sinuhe was probably passing through
the d3dw hall on his way to the inner apartments
of the palace.”” Kuhlmann translates the same text
as if Sinuhe was standing in the corridor of a hall
that led to another hall in which the king was
enthroned. He supposes that the two halls were on

the same axis.*®

In orders given to the vizier Rh-mi-R¢
read: ‘Regulations presented to the vizier Rh-mi-r<.
Introducion of the council into the w3k hall of the
Great House’.*” Here the council is introduced into
the w3hy hall® of the great house, which might imply

it was another hall for royal audiences.
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Discussion

Does this term ever actually refer to a ‘columned
forecourt’ or a great hall where an audience takes
place? Faulkner®' translates this term as a ‘columned
forecourt’, whereas Meeks gave it the term ‘porticoed-
hall’.5? Stadelmann?®? translates it as ‘flood hall’, due to
the decoration showing plants on the pillars carrying
the ceiling of the hall. Betro translates it as ‘atrium
of the flood’, due to a kind of papyrus or lotus shape
of columns, which was raising the ceiling. She also
gives a description of the room for audiences, as it
would have been in the Twelfth Dynasty, based on
the autobiography of Sinuhe. She noted that it was
‘preceded by a wide portal with niches, in front of
which were enthroned stone sphinxes in the king’s
likeness. In a niche and under a canopy entirely
covered with electrum..... was the throne’.® Her
description is supported by the plans of the palaces of
the kings of the New Kingdom where an equivalent
sort of room is depicted.” Borchardt suggested that
some of the motifs, together with the plant columns
that rose from them, represented the inundated
Egyptian landscape and this was indeed perhaps one
aspect of them, and this explains why, despite being
audience-halls, they were called ‘Inundation halls’.®
Quirke argues that the w3ky was an audience chamber
where the outer and inner sectors of the main palace

building met.””

Matching this information with the architectural
plans of the palaces®®, there are three possibilities
for the location of the audience hall in the Malkata
palace. It could have been the large court (F), since
the throne base was ornamented with captives and the
nine bows motif. It could be the small room (E), since
the throne was also decorated with bound prisoners
and representations of the nine bows. The central hall
(H) is another possibility. This lies in the south of
the palace area. The two rows of wooden columns

ornamented with lotus-bud are supported by sixteen
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column bases, and could be akin to those of the
determinative of the term w3hy m.” This central
hall is decorated with a dado which runs round its
walls. A depiction of a seated king on a throne is
painted on the southern wall (fig.31).® This might

shed some light on the function of this room.

In Merenptah’s palace at Memphis, the throne
room lies to the south. Its decoration reveals that
the dais was decorated with bound prisoners and
the names and titles of the king. The columns are
ornamented with depictions of the king killing
enemies and making offerings to Ptah. The ceiling
was supported by six columns, which suggests its

function to have been an audience hall (room).°!

In both of these palaces, the throne room was
situated in the south section. A similar type of room,
also with plant pillars, can be found in the New-
Kingdom palaces at Ramesses III of Medinet-Habu,
and also the palaces at El Amarna. The floors are
painted with pools, plants, and trees, which stand in
water, and also with scenes of fish. This is a standard
motif that decorated the audience halls of many

palaces.®

It seems that this hall also had its own staff. One
Middle Kingdom stela of Sikhentkhety® records the
title iry-¢ n w3hy, which Ward® translates as Hall
Keeper of the Columned Forecourt. Another stela of
Spss, governor of the inner palace, and his family,
includes the record of the title iry-3 n w3hy,® which

Ward® translates as Door Keeper of the audience hall.

It can therefore be concluded that both d3dw
and w3hy are two halls/rooms in which audiences
took place. These rooms were probably ‘segregated” in

order to supply them with more privacy and holiness.
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