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A Study on the Content of the Inscriptions on the Buildings of the
Sharifian Saadi Dynasty of Morocco

(During the Period between AH 915-1069/1510-1658 CE)
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Abstract

The Sharifian Saadi Dynasty ruled Morocco for more than one century and a half, during
which the Saadians achieved numerous political and military victories, the foremost of which
are defeating the Portuguese army in the famous battle of Oued El Makhazeen in AH 986/1578
CE and taking control over western Sudan. Moreover, they established marvelous religious,

civil, and military buildings, many of which still stand in good condition.

Numerous writings with various contents were inscribed on the fagades of these buildings,
ranging from Quranic and poetic verses to summoning and religious statements. Furthermore,
the distinct characteristics of those inscriptions are not only artistically valuable to archaeological
studies, but are also of great use to other fields, including historical studies, media, and dawab,
which is the matter that we aim to highlight in this research. At that time, those inscriptions
were means of summoning, preaching, and guidance at a time when mass media were very

limited.

The contents of those writings also reveal the devoutness of the Sharifian Saadi Dynasty,
the authenticity of their faith, their jihad against the Christian occupier both verbally and
with weapons, their eagerness to fight heresies and deviations from religion and to disseminate
the proper Islamic faith in accordance with the mission of the Prophet Muhammad, and the
demonstration of Islamic teachings to their subjects with the purpose of guiding them using

various methods available at that time.

In this sense, those selected texts were inscribed on remarkable parts of the fagades of their
buildings, especially congregational mosques, schools, zawiyas (little makeshift mosques), and
saqayat (waterings), all of which were facilities granted for the public easement of access to all
Muslims. Moreover, a considerable interest had grown in the good display of those writings in
order to enhance their readability and achieve the greatest possible benefit of them, for they

had been necessary means of communication with the public at that time.
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R. Bourouiba, Lart religieux musulman en Algérie,

SNED (Alger, 1983), 114-124.
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M.E. Hélouis, « Une inscription arabe du XIV© siecle

provenant de Fez (Maroc) », Journal asiatiqgue V
(janvier-février, 1895).
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A Bel, Inscriptions arabes de Fés.
Basset et Provencal, Chella : Une nécropole mérinide.

G. Rousseau, Le mausolée des princes sadiens a

Marrakech.

H. de Castries, Le cimetiére de Djama El-Mansour,
Hesperis, Tome VII (Librairie Larose, 1927).

G. Deverdun, Inscriptions arabes de Marrakech,
Editions Techniques Nord-Africaines (Rabat, 1966).
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G. Margais, Lurchitecture musulmane d Occident
(Tunisie, Algérie, Maroc, Espagne et Sicile) (Paris,
1954).

Maslow, Les mosquées de Fés et du Nord du Maroc, Les
Editions d’Art et d’Histoire (Paris, 1934).

H. Terrasse, Histoire du Maroc des origines &
létablissement du Protectorat frangais (Casablanca,
1949).

H. Basset et H. Terrasse, Sanctuaires et forteresses
almohades (Paris, 1932).

J. Revault, L. Golvin et A. Amahan, Palais et demeures
de Fes, Ed. du CNRS (Paris, 1985).

Aouni, Etude des inscriptions mérinides de Fés, These
de doctorat.
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H. Lavoix, Catalogue des monnaies musulmanes de

la Bibliothéque nationale : Espagne et Afrique (Paris,
1891), 480-491, 496-498;
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