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KNOWLEDGE LEVEL OF BANANA FARMERS
REGARDING POST HARVESTING RECOMMENDATIONS
IN SOME VILLAGES AT EL-MONOFIA GOVERNORATE.
MOHAMED HAZIM A. EL. MELEGI

Agricultural Extension & Rural Development Research Institute

(Manuscript received October, 2002)

Abstract

This study was carried out in some villages which have high
production in Banana in El-Monofia Governorate. This investigation
aims to determine: knowiedge level of Banana farmers regarding
Post harvesting recommendations, the relationship of some in-
dependent variables of the producers, the contribution percentage
of the independent variables correlated significantly to farmers
knowledge about Banana post harvesting recommendations, the
sources providing respondents with information regarding Banana
post harvesting , the marketing agencies with which they deal to
market Banana crop, the constraints facing respondents in Banana
post harvesting , and their suggestions to overcome such con-
straints. A random sample of 250 respondents were chosen.

Data was collected by interviewing respondents using a pre-
tested questionnaire, It was statistically manipulated and analyzed
using tables, percentage, averages, standard deviation , simple cor-
relation coefficient, and regression analysis (step - wise) .

The results revealed that

1. The respondent's knowledge level about Banana post har-
vesting recommendations were about average.

2. A positive correlation existed between the following in-
dependent variables: degree of satisfaction of Banana economic
profitability, average yield per faddan of Banana, degree of mental
flexibility, size of farm land, and size of area cultivated with Ba-
nana crop and the respondent's knowledge level about Banana post
harvesting recommendations.

3. The following independent variables significantly contrib-
uted to 31.39% of the total variation explaining knowledge level of
respondents regarding the studied recommendations, these are: de-
gree of satisfaction of Banana economic profitability, degree of
mental flexibility, and average yield per faddan of Banana,

4. The main sources of respondent's information about Banana
post Harvesting were : neighbours ( 62.89%) , and subject matter
specialists (55.6%),

5. Most of respondents ( 72.40%) sold their Banana crop by EX.
Agreement with totally - trader.

6. Five constraints were found facing the great majority of
the respondents. These are in descending order: the difficulty of
getting credit to financing the marketing process, increasing
charge-handling of crop, unsuitability of the price to cost , absent
of extension specialist in marketing, and totally - trader's control
of prices.
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7. Respondents mentioned some suggestions to overcome
such post harvesting constraints as: facilitating steps of getting
credit, provision of suitable transportation facilities and avail-
ability of extension specialist in marketing at the agricultural
cooperative.

The study provided seven indicators that could be used in ex-
tension program planning of Banana post harvesting in some vil-
lages at El-Monofia Governorate.

409



