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Abstract

The main objective of the present investigation is to obtain
wide genetic variation by using line x tester analysis involving two
selected testers as male parents, namely, Austuralian and
Karashneky and four Egyptian cotton cultivars as females (lines)
namely Giza80, Giza85, Giza90 and Giza87 (G.barbadense). Eight
F1’s, the two tester varieties and the four line cultivars were grown
in a randomized complete biock design with three replications in
2006 season to evaluate combining abilities and nature of gene
action.

Genotypes mean squares were highly significant for all traits
except for lint percentage (L %), lint index (LI) and uniformity
index (U.I). Parents mean squares revealed highly significant
differences for all studied traits except for lint percentage (L %)
and lint index (LI). Higher estimates of dominance (02d) variance
than additive variance (O2A) were recorded and low narrow sense
heritability values (h%n.s) and fow magnitude of the ratio
Q2gca/Q2sca (less than unity) were found for first fruiting node
(FFN), seed cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), lint percentage (L%),
seed index (SI), lint index (LI), micronair value (Mic), pressly index
(PI) and Upper half mean (U.H.M). On the other hand days of first
flower (DFF), boll weight (BW) and uniformity index (U.I) recorded
high estimates of additive variance (O2A) and narrow sense
heritability (h%n.s). For the testers, Australian and Karashneky
varieties were good combiners for first fruiting node (FFN), days of
first flower (DFF), seed cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY) and
uniformity index (U.I). Among female parents the variety Giza85
was the best combiner for days of first flower (DFF), seed cotton
yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), seed index (SI)} and uniformity index
(U.I). Giza87 was the best general combiners for fiber traits. Giza90
was the best general combiner for boll weight (B.W), seed index
(SI) and uniformity index (U.I). Giza80 was the best combiner for
first fruiting node (FFN), days of first flower (DFF), boll weight
(BW), seed cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), micronair value (Mic)
and pressly index (PI).

It could be concluded that the hybrid (Australian x Giza85) and
(Karashneky x Giza85) may be used for the improvement of seed
cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), seed index (SI) and Upper half
mean (U.H.M), while (Australian x Giza80) and (Karashneky x
Giza80) hybrids were the best for the improvement of seed cotton
yield (SCY), lint yield (LY) and pressly index (PI).
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INTRODUCTION

Most of the Egyptian cotton varieties are morphologically similar and their yield
capacity is genérally equal. This is due to insufficient genetic variations among them’s.
Since the continual use of such genetic resources in breeding programs decreased the
genetic variation. Therefore, it should be carefully chosen the new genetic sources
belonging to Gossypium barbadense. L as parental lines in the breeding program.

Line by tester technique is used extensively in cotton to assess the parental lines
in terms of their ability to be combined in hybrid combinations. With this method the
total genetic variation is partitioned to general and specific combining ability (GCA and
SCA) effects. GCA is mainly used to estimate the additive gene action which plays the
most important rote in cotton breeding programme for the improvement of cotton
traits. SCA is used to estimate dominance and epistasis which helps the breeder in
choosing the suitable hybrids for his breeding to introduce hybrid cotton.

The general objective of this study is to determine the magnitude of general and
specific combining abilities and provide information about the genetic variance for
some traits in some cotton hybrids belonging to Gossypium barbadense. L. El-Debaby
et al., (1997) reported that the additive genetic variance was the most important for
lint percentage (L%), lint index (LI) and fiber properties. Mohamed et al., (2000)
reported that the additive gene effect was greater than the dominance gene effect for
seed cotton yield/ plant (SCY) , lint yield/plant (LY), lint percentage (L %), lint index
(LI) and all fiber traits. EI-Adl et al., (2001) found that general combining ability (GCA)
effects were larger in magnitude than those of specific combining ability (SCA) and
showed highly significant differences for all studied traits. Laxman and Genesh (2003),
revealed that specific combining ability (SCA) variance was higher than general
combining ability (GCA) for boll weight (BW), seed cotton yield (SCY) , seed index
(SI), lint index (LI) and halo length. Abd EL- Hadi et al., (2005) showed that specific
combining ability (SCA) effect was highly significant and larger than those of general
combining ability (GCA) for all studied traits. Ismail et al., (2005) reported significant
positive general combining ability (GCA) effects for seed cotton yield and most of its
contributing variables.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The two cotton testers Austuralian and Karashneky were used as male parents
(tester). Four Egyptian cotton varieties namely, Giza 80, Giza 85, Giza 90 and Giza 87
which were chosen as female parents (Lines). Both testers and lines are belonging to
Gossypium barbadense L.
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The female parents were top-crossed to common male parents in 2005 season
at Seds experiment station, Agricultural Research Center to produce eight F1 hybrids.
Parents and their hybrids were grown in 2006 season in a randomized complete block
design with three replications to evaluate the parents and their F1's for yield and its
components.

Each plot consisted of two rows 4m long and 0.6m wide. Hills were 0.20m
apart. The-hills were-thinned to tow plants/hill. All the agriculture practs were done as
recommended.

A representative random sample of ten individual guarded plants per plot were
tested to estimate the following traits.

- Height of first fruiting node (F.F.N).
2- Number of days to first flower (D.F.F).
3- Boll weight in grams (BW / g).

-

4- Seed cotton yield / plant in grams (Scy / P).
5- Lint cotton yield / plant in grams (LY / P).
6- Lint percentage (L %).

7- Seed index in grams (SI).

8- Lint index in grams (LI).

9- Micronaire reading (Mic).

10- Pressly index (PI).

11- Upper half mean (U.H.M).

12- uniformity index. (U.I).

The analysis of variance was performed according to Steel and Torrie (1980),
while Line x Tester analysis was caiculated according to Kempthorne (1957).
Heritability in narrow sense (h%, %) and broad sense (h%, %) were determined as
described by Al-jiboury et a/(1958).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The present investigation aimed to obtain wide genetic variation by chosing the
new genetic resource belonging to Gossypium barbadense [ to make hybrid
combinations and by partitioning the total genetic variation of this material to generat
and specific combining ability to estimate the additive, dominance and epistatic
portions.

Analysis of variance for all studied traits are given in Table (1). Genotypes mean
squares were highly significant for all traits except for lint percentage (L %), lint index
(LI) and uniformity index (U.I). Parents mean squares were recorded for all studied
traits except for lint percentage (L %) and lint index (LI). Parents Vs crosses (P.Vs.C)
mean squares were found to be significant for boll weight (BW), seed cotton yield
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(SCY), lint yield (LY), seed index (SI), lint index (LI) and uniformity index (U.I).
Variance values due to specific combining ability (SCA) for hybrids were highly
significant for all studied traits except for lint percentage (L %), lint index (LI) and
uniformity index (U.I). Lines (Females) (GCA) mean squares were highly significant for
first fruiting node (F.F.N), days to first flower (D.F.F), boll weight (BW), micronaire
value (Mic) and uniformity index (U.I). Highly significant tester (GCA) mean squares
were observed for boll weight (BW), lint percentage (L %), pressly index (PI) and
uniformity index (U.I). Significant line x tester mean squares were recorded for seed
cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), seed index (SI), micronaire value (Mic), pressly
index (PI), Upper half mean (U.H.M) and uniformity index (U.I) Table (1).

It is to be noted that, significant mean squares of some studied traits for
genotypes, parents and hybrids indicated that genetic variability for the majority of
these traits was existed. While the traits which showed significant parents vs crosses
indicated the presence of heterotic effects in some cases. Similar results were reported
by El-Feki et al., (1994), Mohamed et al., (2000) and Zeina et al., (2001)

Specific combining ability (SCA) variance was higher than general combining
ability (GCA) variance was observed. The higher estimates of dominance (0%) than
additive variance (0%) and low narrow sense heritability (h%n.s) and low magnitude
of the ratio O’cha/ 0% (less than unity) suggested the superiority of non-additive
gene action for first fruiting node (F.F.N), seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint yield (LY), lint
percentage (L%), seed index (SI), lint index (LI), micronaire value (Mic), pressly index
(PI) and Upper half mean (U.H.M).It mean that, this material could be used for
introducing hybrid cotton rather than for introducing varieties for those traits. Days to
first flower (D.F.F), boll weight (BW) and uniformity index (U.I) showed high estimates
of GCA variance, additive variance (O%) and narrow sense heritability values (h%n.s)
indicating the predominance role of additive gene action for these traits. These finding
are important in planning cotton breeding methods to produce early cotton varieties
with heavy bolls.

Mean performance for all studied characters of the genotypes are presented in
Table (2). It was clear that the female Giza90 and Giza80 gave high mean
performance for first fruiting node (F.F.N), days to first flower (D.F.F), boll weight
(BW), seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint yield (LY) and lint percentage (L%).Giza87
recorded higher mean performance for fiber quality than the other female parents.
The male parent Karashensky showed higher mean performance for first fruiting node
(F.F.N), days to days to first flower (D.F.F), seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint yield (LY)
and seed index (SI) compared with Austuralian male. The best hybrids were P1 x P5
(Austuralian x G85) for seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint yield (LY), seed index (SI) and
uniformity index (U.I), cross P2 x P5 ( Austuraliann x G87) for fiber properties, cross
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P4 x P5 ( Austuralian x G80) for first fruiting node (F.F.N) and days to first flower
(D.F.F), cross P3 x P6 (Karashneky x G90) for first fruiting node (F.F.N), lint
percentage (L%), lint index (LI) and cross P4 x P6 (Karashneky x G80) for first fruiting
~ node (F.F.N), days to first flower (D.F.F) and boll weight (B.W) (Table 2).

Estimates of general combining ability effects (GCA) for all studied traits are
presented in Table (3). Giza85 showed the best general combining ability effects
(GCA) for days to first flower (D.F.F), boll weight (B.W) seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint
yield (LY), seed index (SI) and uniformity index (U.I). WHereas, Giza87 was the best
general combiﬁer for fiber traits. Giza90 was the best general combiners for boll
weight (BW), seed index (SI) and uniformity index (U.I). Giza80 was the best
combiner for first fruiting node (F.F.N), days to first flower (D.F.F), boll weight (BW),
seed cotton yiétd (8CY), lint yield (LY), micronaire value (Mic) and pressly index (PI).
Among the males (testers), Table (3) revealed that Austuraliann and Karashneky
varieties were good combiners for first fruiting node (F.F.N), days to first flower
(D.F.F), seed cotton yield (SCY) , lint yield (LY) and uniformity index (U.I). Therefore it
could be stated that, Giza90, Austuralian and Karashnesky may be good combiners for
introducing varieties rather than producing hybrid cotton.

Estimates of specific combining ability (SCA) effects for studied traits are given
in Table (4). The results indicate that all SCA effects concerning first fruiting node
(F.F.N), days to first flower (D.F.F), boll weight (BW), lint percentage (L%), lint index
(LI), micronaire value (Mic) and uniformity index (U.I) were not significant for all
hybrids. While hybrids (Austuralian x G85) and (Karashneky x G85) showed significant
differences SCA effects for seed cotton yield (SCY), lint yield (LY), seed index (SI) and
Upper half mean (U.H.M). However the crosses (Australian x G80) and (Karashneky x
G80) recorded significant differences for seed cotton yield (SCY), lint vield (LY) and
pressly index (PI). Generally, it could be concluded that the two varieties A. trlian
and Karashneky are good combiners and can be used in cotton breeding programs to
increase the genetic variability and/or to wide the genetic base of the Ec:, suan cotton

germplasm.
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