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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the reality of extension work of
extension subject matter specialists in Kafr el-Sheikh by identifying
the extension work tasks of extension subject matter specialists
related to each of: extension work with farmers and providing the
technical support for agricultural extension workers and get
technical support from agricultural researchers, and to identify the
most important knowledge sources of agricultural , their relative
importance, the level of their job satisfaction, constraints extension
work performance and the requirements for their improvement and
development , Data were collected during the month of November
2012 by personal interview using the questionnaire on the
population of extension subject matter specialists in Kafr El-Sheikh
governorate who were amounted to 132 extension specialist ,
Frequencies, Percentage, range arithmetic mean, standard
deviation of the society , Simple correlation coefficient, and
coefficient alpha were used for analysis and display research data.

The main findings of the study may be summarized as
following:

1) The most important functions of the extension subject matter
specialists relating to extension work in participating in extension
symposia with farmers, and supervision of the extension fields,
Presence extension meetings of growers. As was the most
important tasks related to technical support for agricultural
extension workers in cooperation with agricultural extension agents
in symposia, meetings extension, and to helping with agricultural
extension agents in selection and follow-up extension fields, and
simplify the results of research and transfer it to agricultural
extension workers. The most important tasks related to access to
technical support of agricultural researchers in attending symposia
and extension meetings with agricultural researchers, and received
training from researchers on modern agricultural techniques, and
attend field and harvest days with agricultural researchers.

2) The most important knowledge sources for extension subject
matter specialists respondents in : extension bulletins and more
than two-thirds of respondents considered the first or second
source for their agricultural knowledge, followed by training
courses are considered the first or second of knowledge sources for
mor than half of the respondents, agricultural magazines
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considered the first or second source of knowledge for nearly half
of the respondents.

3) The percentage of extension subject matter specialists
respondents with high level of job satisfaction was 19.7%, and
those with low level of job satisfaction 26.5% of the total
respondents. Also, the top dimensions satisfaction by the
respondents was relations colleagues, the salaries and incentives
was the lowest dimension.

4) The most important constraints for extension work of
agricultural extension subject matter specialists in , unavailability
of appropriate means of transport to carry out extension activities
and the weakness of the financial incentive for specialists to carry
out extension activities, and low extension efficiency training for
subject matter specialists .

5) The most important requirements for improvement and
development for subject matter specialists of extension work in the
need for continuous extension training with raising its efficiency,
and to training subject matter specialists on the computer and the
Internet, and motivate subject matter specialists financially and
morally to perform the extension activities.



