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The elderly use patterns of assistive technology and
its relationship with Their self-independence
Dr. Marwa Mosaad Elsaied Nagy
Lecturer in the Department of Family and Childhood Institutions Man-
agement — Faculty of Home Economics -Helwan University
Abstract

The current research aims mainly to Study the relationship between pat-
terns of use of assistive technology and self-independence for the elderly,
The study sample consisted of ()¢ +) from elderly who were intentionally
chosen from Men and women are from different social and economic
levels, Those who use different types of assistive tools and devices suit-
able for their health condition, The research tools included the general
data form, Both the assistive technology use scale and the elderly self-
independence measure, and the research followed the descriptive and an-
alytical approach.

The research concluded the following results:

i- there is a positive correlation relationship with statistically significant
at the level (+.+ ") between Patterns of using assistive technology as a
whole & self-independence of the elderly as a whole.

- the results showed a statistically significant discrepancy in The per-
sonal pattern , the educational development pattern, the compensato-
ry functional patterns of using assistive technology among the elderly
are the main sample of the research In favor of the following groups
(those who live alone, higher monthly income, female, and urban) at
the level (+.+)), According to the educational level of the elderly,
there were statistically significant differences in favor of higher edu-
cation in the two types of "personal and educational development™ at
the level (+.+)), While there were no statistically significant differ-
ences in the compensatory employment pattern for the use of assis-
tive technology for the elderly according to their educational level.

<- There were also statistically significant differences in self-
independence of the elderly as a whole in favor of both (higher edu-
cational level and higher monthly income) at the level of significance
(+.+), +.+2), and for the benefit of both (those who live alone among
them, females, and urban) at the level of significance( +.+").
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The most important recommendations of the research was : The ne-
cessity of cooperation between the Ministries of Health and Population
and Social Affairs in preparing a database for the elderly to facilitate
their access to assistive technology according to their needs and their
ability to use them and the extent of their suitability with their daily rou-
tine and at a cost appropriate to their financial capabilities.

Key words: Assistive technology- The elderly- Self-independence.
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