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Abstract

The Recent trends in the researches of the Educational
function of the social media sites : Analytical vision
Social media function in education is to build a contemporary man armed
with lofty values, principles and beliefs while providing him with the true
ideas in which society believes and obliges its people to embrace it . This

in turn can only be achieved through examining its multiple roles .

As such, the research aims to monitor and analyze the intellectual herit-
age at the Arab- and international- levels , in order to identify the modern
theoretical and methdological trends in the research that investigate the
function of social media in education , and to draw a future vision and
form an agenda for further research .

The research belongs to the descriptive analytical research, which de-
pends on the methodology of second- level analysis, where it used the
field survey for the library and information networks and content survey
for the research of social media’ educational function during the period
from (January Y+)¢ ) to (December Y+)A ). The researcher used the
comprehensive inventory method for Arab research and studies, and pur-
posive sampling for selecting foreign research and studies. The sample
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included ( YY) research and authors (Y YA Arabic resources and 4 ¢ for-
eign resources ).
At the end , the research found several research trends that is to monitor
and measure the positive and negative effects of social media sites , as it
is found that positive effects can be used as a recent technology in educa-
tion and communication besides its being a tool that improves teaching
process and academic achievement and develops scientific concepts, as
well as promoting social relations, easing stress and anxiety and eliminat-
ing shyness and unsociability problems, while the negative effects are
crystallizing into the addiction of those sites, and the feeling of depres-
sion and social isolation. Recent trends found by the analytical method
that enhance theoretical arena in the future include research on the use
and saturation of social media sites that have become more concentrated
on issues of identity , friendship behaviors and privacy on these sites, and
the relationship between social capital and the use of these networks. Al-
so , it is found that some of the Arabic research and studies under consid-
eration turned to mixing between some of media approaches, models and
theories on the one hand, and social and psychological approaches or
theories on the other . In contrast , most of the foreign research and stud-
ies under study tended to rely on only one theory , model or approach and
deeply investigate it .
The proposed visions on social media function in education are to recon-
sider and develop the approaches, models and theories of traditional me-
dia to suit different social media phenomena ; increasingly employ the
experimental, semi-experimental, comparative, and critical analysis
methods, especially in interdisciplinary research and studies, and adopt-
ing a research approach that combines the use of quantitative and qualita-
tive instruments In the research of social media educational function; re-
consider the method of content analysis in its traditional form, through
the development of categories of analysis to match the features of social
media sites content
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