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Discrepancy Between The Arab Culture And The Western Culture: The
Challenges Of Translating The Prophetic Hadith Into English
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University, Cairo, Egypt.
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Abstract:
The paper deals with the cultural challenges involved in translating Prophetic

Hadith into English. Such challenges are exemplified and discussed on three levels:
words; phrases/clauses; and situations. On the word level, the paper examines some
items dealing with measures of weight and capacity, coins, and clothing. On the
phrase/clause level, several items are discussed. As for the situation level, a number
of cases are discussed in some detail. All cases are examined in terms of how they
were translated, and suggestions to improve the rendition were made when
necessary.
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! Mohammed Farghal and Ali Almanna (2015), Contextualizing Translation Theories: Aspects of
Arabic—English Interlingual Communication, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, p. 92.

2 Snell-Hornby, M. (1988/1995), Translation Studies: an Integrated Approach,
Amsterdam/Philadelphia, Mass.: John Benjamins; Bassnett, S, (1980/2002), Translation Studies,
London/New York: Routledge.

*H. J. Vermeer (1986), quoted in Mohammed Farghal and Ali Almanna, p. 92.
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wasaq: sixty sass (a s&° being a measure of capacity that equals four mudds, i.e.
approximately three kilograms).’
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Abu Sa'id al-Khudri reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as
saying: No sadaqa (zakat) is payable on less than five wasgs (of dates or grains), on
less than five camel-heads and on less than five ugiyas (of silver).

Sahih Muslim 979a
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Allah's Messenger) (££) p.b.u.h) said, "No Zakat is due on property mounting to

less than five Uqiyas (of silver), and no Zakat is due on less than five camels, and
there is no Zakat on less than five Wasgs." (A Wasq equals 60 Sa's) & (1 Sa=3 K

gms App).

Sahih al-Bukhari 1405
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Safina reported: The Messenger of Allah (%) took a bath with one Sa™ of water

because of sexual intercourse and performed ablution with one Mudd.

Sahih Muslim 326a
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Narrated Ali ibn Abu Talib :

The Prophet (£) said: | have given exemption regarding horses and slaves; with

regard to coins, however, you must pay a dirham for every forty (dirhams), but
nothing is payable on one hundred and ninety. When the total reaches two hundred,

five dirhams are payable. (...)
Sunan Abi Dawud 1574
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Ali narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: "I have exempted charity on horses
and slaves. So bring charity for silver, one Dirham for every forty Dirham. There is
nothing for me (to collect) on one hundred and ninety Dirham, so when it reaches
two hundred, then five Dirham of it (are due)."

Jami” at-Tirmidhi 620
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Narrated "Amr bin Al-Harith: (The brother of the wife of Allah's Messenger (%)

Juwaira bint Al-Harith) When Allah's Messenger (%) died, he did not leave any

Dirham or Dinar (i.e. money), a slave or a slave woman or anything else except his
white mule, his arms and a piece of land which he had given in charity.

Sahih al-Bukhari 2739
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A long outer garment, open in front, with wide sleeves.
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Mughira b. Shu'ba reported: The Messenger of Allah (%) went out for relieving

himself. When he came back | brought for him a jar (of water) and poured water
upon his hands and He washed his face. He tried to wash his forearms, but as the
(sleeves of the) gown were tight, he, therefore, brought them out from under the

gown. He then washed them, wiped his head, and wiped his socks and then prayed.

Sahih Muslim 274e

sl a2
LLJ\J\ u.n}alﬁ cgﬁgb.\.aaj\ [GRTN) ¢1974 ‘ul.\.\j LBSA gy ‘B)A\J.A]\ :ﬂ:\.\‘)ﬂ\ Az S ‘)«.\3 )JLQ 16
.1995 ‘t")j:\nj anll AcLball Al Q‘D:u/&lad ‘@L‘X\

sl padl) 7

2022 122 sudl 318 s o S\ Re



5 gown utmlg\ calay Ja gL h;):d\ oA@.ﬁdﬁﬂg@MC)@ LA.D Lé‘.ﬂ\ d\j.w&\}
AS Gl 3ys5 Jlgad) 138 e dalaDl s faalls daall Giinjell (alSIl 3 seadall socks
P s Slai(ilad) (sl b By LS (i)

gown: a woman's dress, especially a long one worn on formal occasions, or a long
loose piece of clothing worn over other clothes for a particular purpose

socks: a piece of clothing made from soft material which covers your bare foot and
lower part of the leg
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Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary, Cambridge University Press, 2003. *®
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Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (%) said, "A woman is married for four things,
i.e., her wealth, her family status, her beauty and her religion. So you should marry

the religious woman (otherwise) you will be a losers [sic.].

Sahih al-Bukhari 5090
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Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger (‘%ii) as

saying: A woman may be married for four reasons: for her property, her status, her
beauty and her religion, so try to get one who is religious, may your hand be

besmeared with dust.

Sahih Muslim 1466
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Narrated Ibn “Abbas: When the Verse: 'And warn your tribe of near kindred.'
(26.214) was revealed, Allah's Messenger (%) went out, and when he had ascended

As-Safa mountain, he shouted, "O Sabahah!" The people said, "Who is that?" Then
they gathered around him, whereupon he said, "Do you see? If | inform you that
cavalrymen are proceeding up the side of this mountain, will you believe me?"
They said, "We have never heard you telling a lie." Then he said, "I am a plain
warner to you of a coming severe punishment." Abu Lahab said, "May you perish!

483 (a sl 2
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You gathered us only for this reason?" Then Abu Lahab went away. So the Surat
Abu Lahab: 'Perish the hands of Abu Lahab!" (111.1) was revealed.

Sahih al-Bukhari 4971
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Narrated Ibn "Abbas.: Abu Lahab, may Allah curse him, once said to the Prophet
(p.b.u.h),"Perish you all the day.” Then the Divine Inspiration came: "Perish the
hands of Abi Lahab! And perish he!" (111.1).

Sahih al-Bukhari 1394
pani edadll Gunall Zald) g5l 3 amgiall Leaasiad 3l May you perish! csa Yoy
plaad) ae Gikie 8l Y )l b5 <Perish you :Jsad clgie il 3)le La addiuy

2y as Dlgl/cugall 55 a0a3 3l 1] 20

According to Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary, perish means "to die, especially inan %

accident or by being killed, or to be destroyed".
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It is reported on the authority of Ibn 'Abbas that when this verse was revealed: "And
warn thy nearest kindred" (and thy group of selected people among them) the

Messenger of Allah (££) set off till he climbed Safa and called loudly: Be on your

guard! They said: Who is it calling aloud? They said: Muhammad. They gathered
round him, and he said: O sons of so and so, O sons of so and so, O sons of 'Abd
Manaf, O sons of '‘Abd al-Muttalib, and they gathered around him. He (the Apostle)
said: If I were to inform you that there were horsemen emerging out of the foot of
this mountain, would you believe me? They said: We have not experienced any lie
from you. He said: Well, 1 am a warner to you before a severe torment. He (the
narrator) said that Abu Lahab then said: Destruction to you! Is it for this you have
gathered us? He (the Holy Prophet) then stood up, and this verse was revealed:"
Perish the hands of Abu Lahab, and he indeed perished" (cxi. 1). (...)

Sahih Muslim 208a
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Narrated Mu'adh bin Jabal:

(...) I'said: 'O Prophet of Allah! Will we be taken to account for what we say?' He
said: 'May your mother grieve your loss O Mu'adh! Are the people tossed into the
Fire upon their faces, or upon their noses, except because of what their tongues
have wrought?'

Jami” at-Tirmidhi 2616
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It was narrated that Mu’adh bin Jabal said: (...) I said: ‘O Prophet of Allah, will we
be brought to account for what we say?’ He said: ‘May your mother not found you,
O Mu’adh! Are people thrown onto their faces in Hell for anything other than the
harvest of their tongues?’”

Sunan Ibn Majah 3973
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% According to Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary, the verb has to be followed by an
object and a to-infinitive, as in It grieves me to see all this food going to waste. This means that the
acceptable, though awkward, expression would have been May it grieve your mother to lose you.
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Narrated Anas bin Malik: "Once Mu adh was along with Allah's Messenger (“i—‘w#) as

a companion rider. Allah's Messenger (%) said, "O Mu adh bin Jabal." Mu adh

replied, "Labbaik and Sa'daik. O Allah's Messenger" (%) ! Again the Prophet (%)
said, "O Muadh!" Mu"adh said thrice,"Labbaik and Sa daik, O Allah's Messenger

36 La cllaa 7
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(2) ! Allah's Messenger (££) said, "There is none who testifies sincerely that

none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is his Apostle,
except that Allah, will save him from the Hell-fire." Mu'adh said, "O Allah's

Messenger (%) ! Should I not inform the people about it so that they may have

glad tidings?" He replied, "When the people hear about it, they will solely depend
on it." Then Mu'adh narrated the above-mentioned Hadith just before his death,

being afraid of committing sin (by not telling the knowledge).

Sahih al-Bukhari 128
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It is reported on the authority of Anas b. Malik that the Prophet of Allah (may peace
and blessings be upon him) addressed Mu'adh b. Jabal as he was riding behind him,
to which he replied: At thy beck and call, and at thy pleasure, Messenger of Allah.
He again called out: Mu'adh, to which he (again) replied: At thy beck and call, and
at thy pleasure. He (the Holy Prophet) addressed him (again): Mu'adh, to which he
replied: At thy beck and call, and at thy pleasure, Messenger of Allah. Upon this he
(the Holy Prophet) observed: If anyone testifies (sincerely from his heart) that there
is no god but Allah, and that Muhammad is His bondsman and His messenger,
Allah immuned him from Hell. He (Mu'adh) said: Messenger of Allah, should I not
then inform people of it, so that they may be of good cheer? He replied: Then they
would trust in it alone. Mu'adh told about it at the time of his death, to avoid
sinning.

Sahih Muslim 32
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(...) One day we were sitting in the company of Allah's Apostle (peace be upon
him) when there appeared before us a man dressed in pure white clothes, his hair
extraordinarily black. There were no signs of travel on him. None amongst us
recognized him. At last he sat with the Apostle (peace be upon him) He knelt before
him, placed his palms on his thighs (...)

Sahih Muslim 8a
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Narrated Aisha, Ummul Mu'minin:
The Prophet (%ﬁi) said: Allah does not accept the prayer of a woman who has
reached puberty unless she wears a veil.
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It was narrated from 'Aishah that the Prophet said: "Allah does not accept the prayer
of a woman who menstruates (i.e., an adult woman) except with a head cover."

Sunan Ibn Majah 655
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Narrated Aisha, Ummul Mu'minin:

The Prophet () said: When one of you becomes defiled during prayer, he should

hold his nose and then turn away.

Sunan Abi Dawud 1114
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It was narrated from ‘Aishah that the Prophet (2) said: "When anyone of you

performs prayer and commits Hadath (passing wind), let him take hold of his nose,
then leave.”

Sunan Ibn Majah 1222
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Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (¥) (p.b.u.h) said, "Any person who

takes a bath on Friday like the bath of Janaba and then goes for the prayer (in the
first hour i.e. early), it is as if he had sacrificed a camel (in Allah's cause). (...)

Sahih al-Bukhari 881
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Abu Huraira reported that the Messenger of Allah (££) said, He who takes a bath on

Friday, the bath which is obligatory after the sexual discharge and then goes (to the
mosque), he is like one who offers a she-camel as a sacrifice. (...)

Sahih Muslim 850a
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Narrated Abu Bakra: The Prophet (¥) said, "Time has taken its original shape

which it had when Allah created the Heavens and the Earth." (...)
Sahih al-Bukhari 4406
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Abu Bakra reported (in the Farewell Address) that Allah's Apostle (¥) said: Time
has completed a cycle and come to the state of the day when Allah created the
heavens and the earth.

Sahih Muslim 1679a
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Narrated Abu Umama al-Bahili: | saw some agricultural equipment and said: "I
heard the Prophet (%) saying: "There is no house in which these equipment enters

except that Allah will cause humiliation to enter it."

Sahih al-Bukhari 2321
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As-Sa'ib b. Yazid reported: My mother's sister took me to Allah's Messenger (££)

and said: Allah's Messenger, here is the son of my sister and he is ailing. He
touched my head and invoked blessings upon me. He then performed ablution and |
drank the water left from his ablution (...)

Sahih Muslim 2345
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Narrated As-Sa'ib bin Yazid: My aunt took me to the Prophet (¥) and said, "O

Allah's Messenger (2)! This son of my sister has got a disease in his legs." So he

passed his hands on my head and prayed for Allah's blessings for me; then he
performed ablution and I drank from the remaining water. (...)

Sahih al-Bukhari 190
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Narrated "Umar bin Abi Salama: | was a boy under the care of Allah's Messenger

(#) and my hand used to go around the dish while | was eating. So Allah's

Messenger (%) said to me, 'O boy! Mention the Name of Allah and eat with your
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right hand, and eat of the dish what is nearer to you." Since then | have applied
those instructions when eating.
Sahih al-Bukhari 5376
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'‘Umar b. Abu Salama reported: I was under the care of Allah's Messenger (may
peace be upon him), and as my hand used to roam about in the dish he said to me:
Boy, mention the name of Allah, and eat with your right hand and eat from what is
near to you.

Sahih Muslim 2022a
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Narrated Abu Bakra: The Prophet () said thrice, "Should I inform you out® the

greatest of the great sins?" They said, "Yes, O Allah's Messenger (3)!" He said,
"To join others in worship with Allah and to be undutiful to one's parents.” The
Prophet (%) then sat up after he had been reclining (on a pillow) and said, "And |

warn you against giving a false witness, and he kept on saying that warning till we
thought he would not stop.

Sahih al-Bukhari 2654
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It is narrated on the authority of 'Abdur-Rahman b. Abu Bakra that his father said:

We were in the company of the Messenger of Allah () that*® he observed: Should

I not inform you about the most grievous of the grave sins? (The Holy Prophet)
repeated it three times, and then said: Associating anyone with Allah, disobedience
to parents, false testimony or false utterance. The Prophet was reclining, then he sat
up, and he repeated it so many times that we wished that he should become silent.

Sahih Muslim 87
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The present Companions said that in themselves out of pity for the Messenger

blessing and peace be upon him. (the translator)
kkkkhkkhkkikkkhkkhkkikkk

% This is the preposition used by the translator. He probably meant it to be about or of.
¥ This is the word used by the translator. He probably meant then or when.
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