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Identity in the Swabhili Divan ""Jicho la Ndani"" insight;
Tanzanian poet and writer Saeed Ahmed Mohamed
"A critical analysis study"
Ahmed Khalaf Abu Al-Fadl Hegazy
Department of African Languages and Literature, Faculty of Languages and Translation, Al Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: Altahtawy35@gmail.com
Abstract:
The question of identity has a central role in the concerns of many peoples, at a time where
the international system has been characterized by the so-called globalization, which
caused violent reactions among some of those who feel its imminent danger if used in its
negative concept, which aims to eliminate the cultural identities of vulnerable societies and
involve everyone under the umbrella of one dominant culture, with the aim of controlling
peoples and subjecting them to a stronger economic, political and military superpower.
Hence, the African peoples concerned with the issue of identity and how to preserve it,
which has become vital for these peoples and is mainly related to its existence and
survival. Moreover, literature is one of the first means through which identity is preserved
due to the interactive role it plays in society in general and what it itself represents as an
element of the cultural and social identity elements of peoples. With this in mind, we were
motivated to explore how poetry, as the most important literary genres, interacted with the
identity of African societies and peoples through a study of the most important poems of
the collection " Jicho la Ndani""the inside eye" by the Tanzanian poet Said Ahmed
Mohammad.

key words: Identity- "Jicho la Ndani" "the inside eye"- Said Ahmed Mohammad — Self
Identity — National Identity.
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"Ujitambuzinafsi: Hali ya kuweza kujitambua Kama mhusika au kiumbe binafsi
katika muktadha wa jamii. Hii ni dhana muhimu katika uhakiki wa kifasihi wa siku
hizi (hasa uhakiki wa ki-baadaukoloni) hasa kwa kuzingatia kuwa katika historia
za jamii zilizotawaliwa palikuwako juhudi za kuwafanya watawaliwa au wanyonge
na wote waliowekwa pembezoni wasijithamini. Ujitambuzinafsi ni hatua mojawapo
ya ukombozi kama kiumbe."®
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Ndalu, Ahmed E. na wengine, Kamusi Teule ya Kiswahili, Toleo la Kwanza, Focus Publications
Ltd, Kenya, Nairobi, 2014, uk. 702.

(®) K.W.Wamitila, Kamusi ya Fasihi Istilahi na Nadharia, Focus Publications Ltd, Nairobi,
Kenya, 2003, uk.379.

(*) Ibid, uk.282.
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"Utambulisho ni dhana pana kwa maana kwamba imebeba mambo mengi ndani
yake. Mambo haya ni kama vile utamaduni, mila na desturi, lugha, historia ya
jamii, mavazi, chakula, siasa, imani, na uchumi. Mambo haya ni baadhi tu ya
vibainishi vya utambulisho wa mzungumzaji au jamii kwa jumla. Kwa lugha
nyepesi, utambulisho ni ubainisho unaomdhihirisha mzungumzaji fulani kuwa yuko
tofauti na mzungumzaji mwingine au jamii fulani iko tofauti na jamii nyingine

Utambulisho wa mzungumzaji ni upekee alionao mzungumzaji katika kuitumia
lugha yake. Hali kadhalika, utambulisho wa jamii ni ule upekee wa jamii

(*) met. = kama mithali ya kiswahili
(®)Mdee, James Salehe na wengine, Kamusi ya Karne ya 21, Nairobi, Longhorn Publishers, Chapa
ya kwanza, Toleo la pili,2011, uk.386.
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husika"(®.
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(®) Yohana P. Msanjila, UTATA WA KUTUMIA LUGHA KAMA KIBAINISHI CHA
UTAMBULISHO WA MZUNGUMZAJI, SWAHILI FORUM 18, 2011, uk.87.

(") Prosper Theophil, Matumizi ya Lugha Na Utambulishi Wa Jamii Ya Wahaya Yaishio Dar
Es Salam, Tasinifu ya M.A. Kiswahili, Chuo Kikuu cha Dar es Salaam ,Septemba, 2012, uk.2.
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kuwa na mawazo sawa, mitazamo sawa, hulka sawa na siasa sawa. Mambo haya
wanayabaini kupitia kwa masomo, siasa, michezo na shughuli za kila siku."®
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(%) Francis Gichini Gichohi, UTAMBULISHO WA MWANAMUME KATIKA METHALI ZA
JAMII YA AGIKUYU, Shahada ya Uzamili Katika Kiswahili, Chuo Kikuu cha Egerton, NJORO,
Aprili, 2018, uk.2.
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(*%) Munyao, Meshack Kimeu: Uhuru wa Kishairi Katika Utunzi wa Mashairi: Uchanganuzi
wa Sikate Tamaa Na Miale Ya Uzalendo, tasnifu ya kutosheleza baadhi ya mahitaji ya uzamili
katika Kiswahili, idara ya Kiswahili na lugha za kiafrika, chuo kikuu cha Kenyatta, Nairobi,
Kenya, 2011, uk. 25,26.
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shida, uvumilivu, kukata tama, kufa na kufufika..."*?
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(*?) Mohamed, Said Ahmed, Jicho la Ndani, Longhorn Publishers, Nairobi, 2002., uk. ix.
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(*%) Said Ahmed Mohamed, Op.Cit., uk:10.
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Hatuyalazimishi maisha
Hakuna anayejinyonga kwetu
Anayekata machango yake
Kwa dharubu ya upanga
Dhiki twafurahi

Na msiba ukisha

Twacheka...

Kinyume na nyinyi

Mn’olia katika raha!*®
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(**) Zuwena Sulieman Zubeir, Etimolojia Ya Majina Ya Mahali Ya Kaskazini Pemba Kuwa
Utambulisho Wa Utamaduni Wa Wapemba, Tasnifu ya uzamili (M.A KISWAHILI - ISIMU) ya
Chuo Kikuu Huria cha Tanzania, 2015, uk:1.

(%) Said Ahmed Mohamed, Jicho la Ndani, Op.Cit., uk:158,160,162,163,164,165,166,169,170,176.
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Jina lako tamu mama’angu!
Tamu kwenye mate na ulimi
Umechukua nafasi yote
Ndani ya wangu moyo
Umejaza huba na mazoea...
Wewe kiumbe wa zamani
Tena kiumbe wa sasa pial
Waishi dumu dawamu.
Hwishi hutakwisha.
Utabaki azizi
Ndani ya nyoyo zinazokupenda
Muda umepita
Kimya kimetugubika!
Kimya cha upweke na utengano!
Lakini ulikuwa, ulikuwa na 'mi
Na bado umo na 'mi
Ndani ya tafakuri na hisia.
Usidhani sikujali
Usione sikubali
Sijaghuri
Sijahuni

Ningeliwezaje, ewe mama’angu?®
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Wengi hawakuelewi mama, ‘g"’fé’ igegss ¥ o 458
Nao hujifanya wapenzi kwako - PR ; .

—l Ln) agadi] et 2d4
Kumbe kinyume cha mambo!
Hujifanya wakujali sana, S e R
Kumbe nia mtaji wao! Volas
Hujifanya watetezi wako, .
Kumbe hutafuta kuinama,
Kupiga chuku mwili wako iy Higeriivg aeil it
Kesho watasema nini hao, Lag Lo

Mbele ya vijukuu na vitukuu,
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1. Watendewa jana ndio watenda wa leo
Waliosonona ndio wasononeshao
Hawajali tena ya jana ya mbali kwao
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1. Wingu kama li’'masizi /ilitanda lote anga
Radi na zake konyezi ziliwaka na kuanga
Mvua na michirizi na pepo kubwa kupunga
Makubwa maangamizi kila pembe yalifunga

Je, sasa wingu linapita?@®

o Ladll JS 4 Syt Ul LS agui])
o Ladlly moniiy g ledns Lo
lal Liled ~ Ll Sadly jlaa¥/
e,y S il S lao
Y] quiidss G o guill oo

e Loul) 8 ey acy capmi Al 285N apall o axs AL il

Eaa) ) )Ll sl ol lall cullalis JS G b oy Sl Jled Zhasa Byl

1002 ¢l g ) 26

2021 1520 50l 267 ae Ao o\ WAL Re



aam VoA ey ey lale b Al piblsal le s 1) Ausasd) Y
i Yy g Wiy iy il lgle Sl @iy ) ) elend) (8 ESG g
ot 380 clls Jy dAegen a ol sanalll oda (G agsl) O V) LLSY YY) L
aellaily agllact 3l o Gl pays ¢ andl Jlanyy iyl 8 (bl Jijpey Lliag

S Adllas Bapsill (e AN LYY die et Laie dapun Al jiled 3 Laudie

. ulijaa utelezi mno watu "kaanguka
Na tope haziachizi kila tunapozunguka
Mafuriko maenezi gharika kwetu gharika
Ukasita uendezi maisha yakasitika

Je, sasa wingu limepucha?

3. Mvua i shehenezi ililala mapaani
Ikazima zote kazi tukabaki tu wandani
Riziki haziwekezi ufanyalo kisirani
Kwetu ukawa utwezi sababu hujui nini

Je, sasa wingu layoyoma?®"
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6. hivi wingu ni pitizi au 'mebaki kufinga?
Limehama ng’ambu hizi au bado linafunga?
‘'mekwisha uangamizi au tena wajipanga?
Tumechoka mazingizi na uwongo kutuvunga

Je, sasa wingu limeondoka??®
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(1) Said Ahmed Mohamed, Jicho la Ndani, Op.Cit., uk:34.
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