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Quality obstacles in field training for social work students

Abstract

The study aimed to identify obstacles to the quality of field training
for social work students which related to : social work students, field
training institutions or agencies , field supervisors, academic supervisors,
the social work department at the university. Also, the study aimed to
introduce some recommendations to improve the quality of the social
work field training process.

The study is considered descriptive / analytical study, which used
the social survey method in a comprehensive style , to get opinions and
answers of each of the following categories : 92 field training students
for the academic year 2019/2020 at the Department of Social Sciences
at Qatar University and 42 field supervisors and § academic
supervisors. Data was collected from them by an electronic
questionnaire.

The study concluded that the most important obstacles associated with
students were: the difficulty of forming professional relationships with the
academic and field supervisor and the difficulty of cooperating with
colleagues to accomplish tasks in field training. With regard to field
training institutions, the most important obstacles were: difficulty in
accessing the institution's case files and the ongoing routine during the
field training period.

For field supervisors, the most important obstacles were: They are not
specialized in the social work profession, and they do not understand
their role and that of the student during the training process. With regard

to academic supervisors, the most important obstacles were: the
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academic supervisor’s lack of acceptance of students’ ideas and
opinions.

For the academic supervisor’s the most important obstacles were :
failure to introduce students to the training institution or agency and the
mechanism and method of working in it in detail. With regard to the
scientific department, the most important obstacles were: the
department's failure to observe the student's desire and inclination to
choose the field in which he or she wants training, and the lack of
sufficient preliminary meetings by the department to clarify the field
training mechanism and the student's role in it.

The study reached a set of recommendations and suggestions that
could contribute to improve the quality of field training for students of
social work.

key words:

Field training , social work students , quality.
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