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Abstract

Functional Differences for Negation Tools of Tenses for Sebaweh

Negation structure in the Arabic language targets at negating an idea. It is the
opposite of the affirmative structure because it negates and contradicts a previous
assumption. This means that each linguistic speech act must be associated with an
illocutionary force which does not deviate from these two concepts: existence and
nothingness. By stripping them, we call existence positive (+), and nothingness
negative (-), and combining them becomes possibility (x). Grammarians placed
some restrictions on the negative tools: They include specific tools for nominal
sentences and others for verbal sentences; some tools function for both types.

This study attempts to identify the functional differences in the usage of each
tool for negation and its effect on time interpretation which in Sebaweh’s terms
means changing the tense pf the verb in suntactic structure. Thus, the study focuses
negation for verbs because nominal sentences do not include information on time
in terms of structure. Though early grammarians earlier attempted to show these
differences, their scope focused on the factor and its impact. Hence, the current
study traces the impact of negation on the meaning of the verb (action) in order to
relate grammar with usage and speaker’s intention
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