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Abstract

This study is entitled as "Ahmed Zaki Abo Shady's Model of Prose Theatre, A Thematic Approach," to
evaluate this theatrical experience that has been long ignored by critics and historians. Thus, it aims at
resituating Abo-Shady among the pioneers of Egyptian writers of prose theatre in the first half of the
twentieth Century.

For the purpose of this study, the researcher employed the method of the Thematic Criticism
to determine the characteristics and themes which characterize the model of Abo-Shady, whether
positively or negatively. The study is divided into two parts:

The first part discusses the most important issues related to Abo-Shady's prose theatre.

The second part analyzes the theatrical texts — data of the study— to determine the aesthetic and
objective themes that distinguish the theatrical experience of Abo-Shady. The researcher came up with
many conclusions presented in details by the end of the study. Among these conclusions were — in
brief,

(Abo-Shady turned the theatrical function from its binary opposition into a binary complementary.
Consequently, his plays enjoyed both beneficial and artistic functions. The short theatrical frame
impacted some structural features of his plays. The comic treatment of some of his theatrical themes
weakened them artistically. Women were employed properly without any exploitation of their bodily
attractions in the course of the theatrical events. Only historical heritage was employed and inspired.
The theatrical conflict was weak. Poetic reference in the texts of Abo-Shady's prose plays was only
used as an ornament that did not affect the artistic structure of his short prose plays.)
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