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Moderation In Islamic
Jurisprudence and Its Consequence
In Stability Of Community

Aid Ahmed Elhady Osman

Dep. Of Jurisprudence, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Al - Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: aidosman@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This is a summary of research titled: (Moderation In
Islamic Jurisprudence & Its Consequence In Stability Of
Community). It discusses the meaning of Moderation, its
evidences, its importance, its effect in physical and financial
Acts of Worship (Ibadaat), personal affairs, lawful things
(Mubahaat), legal punishments, and -finally- Fatwa (leagal
opinion issued by Islamic scholars). It also clarifies to what
extent the stability of community would be positively
affected. The research ends with some important concusions
and recommendations. The research resulted in: Moderation
Is one of the main qualities of Islamic Shariah a distinguished
feature of its juristic rulings. To attain safety and stability,
moderation is the straight path that has to be followed
individually and collectively by the whole Muslim Ummah.
It is the middle between two extremes; excessiveness and
carelessness. It means to stick to the most proper approach.
Moderation is applicable in all fields of Shariah. For
example: It’s not ok to waste water when performing Wudu’
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(minor ablution) and Ghusl (major ablution). So, it’s disliked
(Makruh) to use too much water or even washing limbs of
Wudu or Ghusl more than three times. With regard to fast or
prayer, Islamic Sharia forbade celibacy. It means to go
beyond the limits of moderation. So, it’s disliked to practice
Wisal in fasting (to fast a whole day and night continuously)
or to uninterruptedly fast all days of the year. It’s still disliked
to stand voluntarily praying all night. This is because it will
negatively affect the performance of other legal duties and
obligations. Moderation in matters of charity is also
maintained. Benefits of all (oneself, one’s family and the
poor) should be met. So, one is not allowed to have Wasyyah
(written will to be implemented after one’s death) of more
than one third of one’s wealth. With regard to Personal
Affairs, moderation is a remarkable feature. Sharia warned
Wali (woman’s legal guardian) to ask for extra or
unnecessary deals of dowry in marriage. This will result in
harm the family and whole community as well. Similarly,
spending on one’s wife and family members should be done
moderately; with no wastefulness or stinginess. As for
Mubahaat (lawful things to do or to have), moderation is the
main criterion in food, drinks, dress code, adornment,
business, seeking for provision, etc. In terms of Legal
Punishments, Almighty Allah forbade excessiveness. Quran
states: (And whoever is killed unjustly - We have given his
heir authority, but let him not exceed limits in [the matter of]
taking life. Indeed, he has been supported [by the law]. In
practicing Fatwa, we clearly notice the great importance of

-YAYE -



(abitose o 30e) Claaiont! 5| piuat 2- 05319 raShaudf) 4241 2. JHuia ¥

adhering to moderation. In Hanafi Mazhab, the Mufti -who
frequently quote and adopt odd opinions- is to be interdicted.
Such type of Fatwas has its dangerous consequences on both
lividual and collective level. To conclude, | have some
recommendations: Conferences and seminars should be hold
to clarify the great spirit of Islamic (Figh) Jurisprudence and
how to benefit from it in serving community, Al azhar
institution should play a vital role in banning the odd Fatwas
and Muftis. Moreover, workshops should be organized for
training the new Muftis and scholars on how to adhere to the
methodology of Moderation in their Fatwas. Keywords:
Moderation, Stability, Community.
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