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A research of the meanings of the Arabic 

command form "do" when said after asking 

permission—an applied study in the discipline of Usul 

al-Fiqh 

This study deals with of the problems related to the 

meaning of the form "do" when preceded or followed by 

asking for permission. There has been differences of 

opinion on this form when a statement is initiated with it. 

The strongest of these opinions are three: 

One, that t is used literally if uttered to invoke a deed 

in an obligatory manner, and metaphorically if otherwise. 

The second, that it is literal if used to denote exhortation 

or encouragement, but is metaphoric if used otherwise. 

Third. That it is literal in permissibility, and metaphorical 

in other usages.  

However, if it is preceded by asking for permission, 

will it remain to be used in its original position? 

Alternatively, is the fact that it is preceded by asking for 

permission an indication that dismisses it from its 

denoting obligation to denoting permissibility?  

I have browsed over the views of the scholars of Usul 

Al-Fiqh to reach an opinion on this matter, and found that 

the most outstanding of them are four views, derived from 

two views of the matter referred to above—namely, “what 

does the form "do" mean originally?”—, which are: the 

command form indicates either obligation or 

permissibility. If we branch off of this, we find those who 

hold it means permissibility to also hold that it means 

such when it comes after asking for permission. While 

those who maintain that it indicates obligation differ on 

what it indicates if it occurs after asking for permission 

while there is no indication or clue to specify the intended 

meaning, into four views. The first view maintains that it 
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literally indicates obligation. The second view maintains 

that it literally indicates permissibility. The third view 

holds that the decision to determine what it indicates 

should be held in suspension because it varies between 

obligation and permissibility. The fourth view maintains 

that it puts an end to the prohibition that asking for 

permission is made to end, and returns the ruling to its 

prior status. Therefore, if the original position of the 

imperative is that it indicates obligation, it will then 

indicate obligation, and if it indicates permissibility, it 

then will indicate permissibility, and so on in the same 

fashion.  

I have given preference to the fourth view in the 

matter, with supporting evidence. 

The practical consequence of this matter has been 

shown in several branches derived from it, whether in the 

domain of interpreting legal texts, or in legal branches 

derived from and based on them. It has also been shown 

in the branches that I have mentioned based on what I 

have tended to maintain in this matter. 
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 أسعد عبد الغني السٔد الكفزاّٖ
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 تمَٔد

 .الأمز ا : تعزٓف أّلً
الأمز لغة
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ااصطلاحًالأمز 
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ًٔ  تعزٓف الاستئذاٌ . ا :ثاى
الاستئذاٌ لغةً
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حًااصطلا لاستئذاٌا

 ثالجًا : تعزٓف السؤال .
لغةً السؤال

طلاحًاالسؤال اص
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على سبٔل : ما تستعنل فُٔ صٔغة الأمز )افعل( مً معاٌ ، رابعًا
 .الإجمال
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 المطلب الأّل
  (1)الاستئذاٌبعد )افعل( آراء العلناء فٔنا تدل علُٔ صٔغة  في
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 الأدلة ّالمياقشات
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 (1) الزأٖ الزاجح
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 :ة تتن
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 المطلب الجاىٕ
 بعض أحكاو ٍذِ المسألة في

أّلًا

ًٔاا  ثاى
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ثالجًاا 

رابعًا
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خامسًا
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 الخاتمة
 أٍه اليتائج التي تْصلت إلَٔا :
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 (1) ة( فَزس الآٓات القزآى1ٔ)
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 (1) ( فَزس الأحادٓح2)
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  (1)تزاجه الأعلاو( فَزس 3)
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 ( فَزس بأٍه المزاجع4)
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