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Abstract:

This paper deals with twelve types of morphological conditioning
addressed by the renowned linguist Ibn Osfour in his book The
Enjoyable, which is one of the greatest, richest and largest books written
by the aforementioned author. The main objective of the paper's author
Is to bring together as many types of morphological conditioning as
possible, so that they can be easily accessible to readers. The paper
particularly focuses on the examples handled by Ibn Osfour, which is
done with a view to highlighting the rules underlying these examples
through identifying consistencies and similarities in a way that is both
brief and orderly.

The importance of this paper consists in the fact that it focuses on
the way Ibn Osfour passes judgments on different morphological
structures and then states the reasons why he deals with these structures
the way he does. Furthermore, the paper expounds on the different
opinions concerning these structures, and then gives reasons why one of
these opinions is to be regarded as the right one. I was encouraged to
write this paper by the fact that | have found that this kind of
grammatical reasoning, so to speak, was tackled in various sources.

Ibn Osfour's The Enjoyable is one of the most reputable and
reliable books on Arabic morphology; one can rarely, if ever, find a
book on Arabic morphology whose author does not fall back on The
Enjoyable. Abu Hayyan (745 H) said about it: * The Enjoyable is the
best book that was written on morphology as far as organization,
conciseness and readability are concerned®. This is why morphologists

9 (Y-Y) plboeloace g@y&@b-ubﬂ\%@y)
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entirely depended on it when tackling morphological processes till the
fourth Hijri century.

As for the current paper, it uses the inductive, analytical approach
in analyzing the types of morphological conditioning in question and
indicating their relation to the rule, and referring to the different
opinions of the Arab linguists in this respect, meanwhile stating
linguistic evidence that would help the reader fully understand what
s/he is reading. Besides, the various opinions concerning the types of
morphological conditioning are discussed in the light of modern
linguistic theory, and the correct opinion is highlighted and supported
through examples. It is worth mentioning that the current paper only
deals with what is mentioned in resources about morphological
conditioning, and, therefore, will not deal with conceptual or historical
issues pertaining to morphological conditioning, nor will it approach
morphological conditioning prescriptively by dealing, for instance, with
‘optimal’ conditioning or unacceptable conditioning, so to speak.

Keywords:  morphology — morphology- Ibn  Osfour's -
morphological structures
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