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Summary:

This study is concerned with monitoring the variation in the
level of health literacy among administrative divisions' residents in
Alexandria Governorate with the aim of identifying the
administrative divisions with high levels of health literacy in order to
identify the most important demographic, social, economic, and
cultural characteristics of those residents.

The basic question of this study is, what are the geographical
factors influencing the levels of health literacy among the
individuals and the whole society?

The study concluded that:

— The possibility of making use of the relationships reached
from the results of the field study between the health
literacy rates and some characteristics of housing and
population, in arranging the governorate's divisions
hierarchically according to the total value of the health
literacy rate. The Governorate divisions were divided into
three (3) main groups: - First Group: the divisions with
high levels of health literacy, which include Bab Sharqi,
Al-'Attarin, AlI-Manshiyah, Sidi Jabir, Al-Muntazah 2,
and Al-Jumruk. Second Group: the divisions with
average levels of health literacy, which include Al-
Muntazah 1, Karmiiz, El Raml 1, El Raml 2, Moharam
Bek, Al-Laban, Al- Dukhaylah, and Mina al-Basal. Third
Group: includes divisions with low level of health literacy
rates, which include Al-'Amriyah 1, Al-'Amriyah 2, and
Burj al-'Arab.

— Divisions with high levels of health literacy are
characterized by a decrease in the percentage of the
gender, a high percentage of the elderly, a high percentage
of university-educated people, low rates of the
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unemployed, and a high percentage of workers in service
activities.

— Some divisions with high levels of health literacy are
characterized by a relative decrease in the proportion of
the population of low-income people. They’re also
characterized by a low dependency ratio compared to the
divisions with average levels of health literacy.

— Divisions with high levels of health literacy are
characterized by an increase in the proportion of the
dwellers living in apartments and a decrease in the
proportion of those living in unclassified housing such as
coops, tents, and cemeteries' yards and this is because the
urban planning pattern prevails in most divisions of this
group.

Based on the results of the field study, an obvious
similarity has been found between the results of the
governorate divisions' hierarchical order based on census
comprehensive survey data and the results of the analytical
literacy rates map that produced based on geocoding and
spatial estimation methods. There were also some
differences, which were represented in the shifting of Al-
Muntazah 2 division from the divisions with the high levels
of health literacy to the average ones and the shifting of
Karmiiz division and Mina al-Basal division from the
divisions with the average levels of health literacy to the low
ones. Thus, this demonstrates that the results of the study are
very close to reality.
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