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Ethnic Identity: Mechanisms of Reproduction and
Integration An anthropological study in Egyptian village
Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the reality of ethnic identity in a village in
Fayoum governorate, in light of cultural pluralism, tourism development and
the changes that it brings to the components of the Bedouin identity. The
research relied on the anthropological approach through manual field work,
interviews, and oral history. Several results, the most important of which is that
the spatial focus preserves the building of the tribe as a result of the proximity
of its homes, and the ethnic group was able to develop a method that achieves
social control to which everyone is subject to known as customary law, and the
family implants positive identity through the first rules that establish gender
values as symbols that require children to adhere to them The study also showed
the multiple forms of displaying the Bedouin identity to achieve material gain,
including the use of the Bedouin tent, songs, horseback riding, games and
puzzles, and the traditional dress. While the study revealed the presence of some
indicators that confirm within it the dissolution of some elements of ethnic
identity, represented in the lightness of the use of the Bedouin language, the lack
of traditional dress, and the low incidence of internal marriage duty, on the
other hand, it confirmed the existence of some mechanisms for rebuilding the
ethnic identity. According to the cultural behavior of the Bedouin community,
it is evident in language learning, ethnic consumption of food, and the
appropriation of material possessions that carry symbolic values that confirm
their identity.

Descriptors: identity- ethnicity-, ethnic identity- tourism
development- cultural communicati
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